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    Editorial 

T 
he world is taken aback by the speed at which 

the climate seems to be changing its face. If two 

decades ago, the term was very little known, 

Climate Change today has become the world’s 

most dreaded meteorological phenomenon. Seasons are 

misbehaving. Rainfalls don’t come when expected and 

when they come, Behold, they cause a deluge. Huge 

amounts of precipitation led to unparalleled floods in sev-

eral countries even in Europe recently.  

Today, Asia and some parts of Africa are getting their 

share of floods. More so, global warming, desertification 

and the resurgence for long-eradicated diseases have all 

put climate researchers to work as they even warn that the 

earth atmosphere’s protective ozone layer is thinning, ex-

posing mankind to the Sun’s wrath.  However, accusing 

fingers for the depletion of the ozone layer also point at 

man’s activities, especially in the use of fossil energy that 

greatly accounts for the source of this trouble; carbon 

emissions.  

While hopes have been raised by the Paris Climate 

Change Agreement, doubts yet linger on whether its terms 

will be respected by all States, especially the need to steer 

towards renewable energy. Solar, wind, waste and waves, 

amongst others, are all clean energy-generating sources 

that all countries are encouraged to switch to. In this do-

main and in this issue of Success Story Magazine, two  

awesome Cameroonians have paved the way.  

Based in Germany, David Mola once trusted his vi-

sionary instinct by investing in solar energy. Today, he 

is just the best. On his part, Professor Julius Kewir 

Tangka has not stopped thrilling university and local 

communities with practical renewable energy solu-

tions to the most basic power needs. His prowess 

brings to the fore the contribution that Cameroonians 

in the Diaspora could make to the development of 

their country if they return.  

To ensure this return of migrant skills, in any case, 

Tatiana Fouda Lobe has made it her mission, as coor-

dinator of the Migration for Development of Africa 

programme  at the International Organisation for Mi-

gration. She heads a team that facilitates the transfer of 

skills by Cameroonians in the Diaspora to needy com-

munities or institutions back in Cameroon.  

Enjoy the company of this month’s Best Couple 

Melvin and Dolly Tamangwa  and the 

style of this month’s Best Dressed 

Cameroonian, Veseke Ekema. To 

break even, Chef Terese once again 

offers a delicacy; Grilled Tilapia 

and oven-baked potatoes.  

   Enjoy…                             

   Tonge Ebai 
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Visionary Investor In Germany’s Solar Energy Sector 
Cameroonian-born David Mola’s time has come to help Africa come out of darkness using solar energy  

which he has been promoting since 2003 in Germany.  

 

 O 
ften, it is amazing to see Cameroo-

nians excel and gain respect in their 

host countries far away from their 

fatherland. 46-year old Cameroonian-

born David Mola, is one of the 100 most influen-

tial people in Germany.  The native of the local-

ity of Djondong, 45 kilometres of Yagoua, pre-

cisely in the Wina Sub-division, Mayo Danay 

Division of the North Region, has written his 

name in gold as one of the major stakeholders in 

the domain of solar energy in a country he first 

entered as a student after obtaining his Baccalau-

reat in 1990 in Cameroon and emerged later as a 

civil engineer in 1998. He left his first employer 

in 2003 to create his first company, MSI Mola 

Solaire International Gmbh, for renewable ener-

gies and then a second, Mola Solaire Produk-

tions GmbH, in 2008 for the production of sicil-

ium cells for solar panels. He merged both in 

2010 into the multi-billion company, Mola Solar 

System GmbH.. 

If several at-

tempts to in-

vest back in 

Cameroon 

have been 

foiled  by some 

local officials, 

David Mola 

still looks for-

ward to oppor-

tunities to put 

his knowledge, skills and wealth to the development 

of his country especially in rural electrification using 

solar energy. Meanwhile, his company is prospecting 

and executing projects in countries like Mali, Maurita-

nia and Uganda. Very active during the COP21 confab 

in Paris that led to the Paris Climate Agreement, 

David Mola knows his time has come to help 

the world switch over from fossil fuels to 

clean energy.    

  By Sambong John Conrad 
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David Mola, Climate Change is real. Heavy rainfalls 

are sweeping across the world and causing floods 

even back in your native Cameroon. When it hap-

pened it Germany, did you also suffer from the 

floods? 

Thank God, I did not suffer from the floods that affected 

Germany recently. 

What do you understand as Climate Change? 

Climate change is a change in the statistical distribution 

of weather patterns when that change lasts for an ex-

 

“Thank God, 

I did not  

suffer from 

the floods 

that affected 

Germany  

recently.” 
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tended period of time; from decades to millions of years. 

Climate change may refer to a change in average weather 

conditions, or in the time variation of weather around 

longer-term average conditions; more or fewer extreme 

weather events.  

What could be the causes? 

Climate change is caused by factors such as biotic proc-

esses, variations in solar radiation received by Earth, 

plate tectonics, and volcanic eruptions. Certain human 

activities have also been identified as significant causes 

of recent climate change, often referred to as global 

warming. 

Cameroon has ratified the Paris Agreement on Cli-

mate Change after clearance from Parliament. You 

were in Paris for this memorable COP21 summit 

where the deal was signed. How significant is this 

Paris Agreement to the global synergy to tackle the 

ravaging effects of Climate Change? 

The Paris Agreement is meant to signal the beginning of 

the end of more than 100 years of fossil fuels serving as 

 

“Climate change may refer to a 

change in average weather  

conditions, or in the time 

variation of weather around 

longer-term average condi-

tions; more or fewer extreme 

weather events.”  

“Climate change is caused 

by factors such as biotic 

processes, variations in  

solar radiation received  

by Earth, plate tectonics, 

and volcanic eruptions.” 

“Certain human activities  

have also been identified as  

significant causes of recent  

climate change, often  

referred to as global  

warming.” 

the primary engine of economic growth and shows that 

governments from around the world have taken climate 

change seriously. The inclusion of both developed and 

developing countries, including those that rely on revenue 

from oil and gas production, demonstrates a unity never 

seen before on this issue. That is why this Paris Agree-

ment is an historic climate change agreement. From my 

point of view as entrepreneur and investor, the world has 

realised finally that ecology and economy do not exclude 

each other. This is a very important message. 

But other agreements concluded in Copenhagen and 

Kyoto notably have preceded this Paris Agreement 

without really being effective. Do you believe the obli-

gations laid down for all nations in the Paris Agree-

ment will be respected? 

Whether the Paris Agreement will be respected or not will 

depend mainly on funding. Limiting greenhouse gas emis-

sions will require a low-carbon transition, including a 

massive shift toward renewable energies, as well as en-

ergy-efficient and climate-resilient systems. Financing the 

development of these systems will be organized through 

public and private funding. In particular, the Paris Agree-

ment calls for a fund of US$100 billion per year, by 2020, 

to help developing countries achieve their goals.  

Regarding adaptation to Climate Change, how much 

emphasis does the Paris Agreement give to the devel-

opment of Renewable Energy? 

The Paris Agreement says very little about renewable en-

ergy but means a lot to these activities. In fact, the only 

reference to renewable energy appears in the recitals of 

“The Conference of the Parties 

acknowledges "the need to  

promote universal access to  

sustainable energy in developing 

countries, particularly in  

Africa, through the enhanced  

deployment of renewable energy."   
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“The Paris Agreement 

is meant to signal the 

beginning of the end of 

more than 100 years of 

fossil fuels serving as 

the primary engine of  

economic growth and 

shows that govern-

ments from around the 

world have taken  

climate change  

seriously.” 

“The Paris Agreement is meant to signal the beginning of the 

end of more than 100 years of fossil fuels serving as the primary 

engine of economic growth and shows that governments from 

around the world have taken climate change seriously.” 

the Decision, the first part of the text agreed upon on De-

cember 12, 2015 and to which the Agreement is annexed. 

There, the Conference of the Parties acknowledges "the 

need to promote universal access to sustainable energy in 

developing countries, particularly in Africa, through the en-

hanced deployment of renewable energy."   

While this is the only direct reference to renewable energy, 

“The Conference of the Parties 

acknowledges "the need to  

promote universal access to  

sustainable energy in developing 

countries, particularly in  

Africa, through the enhanced  

deployment of renewable energy."   

the Paris Agreement is expected to have a very signifi-

cant impact on the energy market and its development, 

considering the goals set out by the Parties: limiting 

the increase of the global average temperature to "well 

below" 2°C over pre-industrial levels (and if possible 

to 1.5°C above pre-industrial levels), reaching peak 

greenhouse gas emissions as soon as possible, and 

achieving "net zero" greenhouse gas emissions in the 

second half of this century. 

In my opinion, the Paris Agreement is just a mile-

stone, albeit an important one, on a long journey, 

which will continue until we achieve a world with 

100% renewable energy for all. It is doable. Anyway, 

it is my vision. A rapid deployment of renewable en-

ergy and energy efficiency is resulting in significant 

energy security, climate change mitigation, and eco-

nomic benefits. 

Renewable Energy is a domain in which you have 
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written your names in gold in Germany. Can you 

take us into the different types of renewable en-

ergy, giving the importance of each? 

Renewable energy is energy that is collected from re-

sources, which are naturally replenished on a human 

timescale, such as sunlight (photovoltaic/solar ther-

mal), wind (wind turbine), rain (hydro), tides, waves, 

and geothermal heat. Renewable energy often provides 

energy in four important areas: electricity generation 

(on-grid), air and water heating/cooling, transporta-

tion, and rural (off-grid) energy services. The impor-

tance of each of these renewable resources depends on 

the local availability. 

You are a major investor first in solar energy. Tell 

us about your company, Mola Solar System GmbH 

(MSS). How did it all begin? 

It began with a vision, which is to renew the world 

with renewable energy. I understood very quickly, that 

ecology and economics do not exclude each other. In 

1996, I was student and member of an association 

called Energiewende Ruhr e.V. It was a NGO that was 

fighting for the introduction of feeding tariffs for solar 

“A rapid deployment of  

renewable energy and  

energy efficiency is  

resulting in significant  

energy security, climate 

change mitigation, and  

economic benefits.” 

“Renewable energy is energy that is  

collected from resources, which are natu-

rally replenished on a human timescale, 

such as sunlight (photovoltaic /solar ther-

mal), wind (wind turbine), rain (hydro), 

tides, waves, and geothermal heat.”  

 
“In my opinion, the 

Paris Agreement is 

just a milestone,  

albeit an important 

one, on a long  

journey, which will  

continue until we 

achieve a world with 

100% renewable  

energy for all. It is  

doable. Anyway, it is 

my vision.”  
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energy in Energy. Within this association I created a working 

group called “Solaranlagen für Kamerun” which means “Solar 

Systems for Cameroon”. At that time, there was no solar in-

dustry in Germany at all. I am one the pioneers in Germany 

who have been fighting for the introduction of solar energy in 

Germany. At the beginning, it was a kind of hobby for me.  

In 2003, I realised that I could transform my hobby into my 

job.  In June 2003, I created my own company, Mola Solaire 

International GmbH (MSI). The beginning was not easy. Af-

ter getting and executing the first contract in Martinique 

(Caribbean Island), things started to get better for us. In 2006, 

I was named in the German/Swiss Encyclopedia ‘Who is 

Who’ of personalities and among the most influential person-

alities in Germany. This recognition of my performance en-

couraged me and gave me the possibility to continue to work 

on my vision. In 2008, I created a second company Mola So-

laire Produktions GmbH (MSP) for the manufacturing of sili-

con ingots and wafers. These are raw materials needed to pro-

duce solar cells and solar panels. 

After the financial crisis in 2010, I was obliged to restructure 

the companies into Mola Solar Systems (MSS), which is an 

EPC (Engineering-Purchasing-Construction/Commissioning) 

company today, offering turnkey renewable energy power 

plants including operation and maintenance (O&M) world-

wide. 

In 2012, I saw my vision confirmed and accepted worldwide. 

I was among the TOP 10 in Germany on the American social 

media platform, LinkedIn, with more than 30,000 followers at 

that time. I would like to thank my followers for this wonder-

ful and great support. 

High-tech manufacturing is always a part of my activities. In 

February 2014, I created the company Duisburg Solar GmbH 

that is manufacturing and selling highest efficiency solar cells 

and solar panels worldwide. In August 2015, a new depart-

ment within MSS was created in Berlin (Germany) in order to 

support African Governments of all 54 countries to implement 

the Paris Agreement successfully in their countries. 

What has your company achieved in terms of job creation, 

turnover and landmark projects in Germany? 

Besides the fact that MSS has contributed actively to the de-

“It began with a vision...I understood 

very quickly, that ecology and econom-

ics do not exclude each other. In 1996, I 

was student and member of an associa-

tion called Energiewende Ruhr e.V. It 

was a NGO that was fighting for the in-

troduction of feeding tariffs for  

solar energy in Energy. Within this as-

sociation I created a working group 

called “Solaranlagen für Kamerun” 

which means “Solar Systems for  

Cameroon” . At that time, there was no 

solar industry in Germany at all. I am 

one the pioneers in Germany, who have 

been fighting for the introduction of so-

lar energy in Germany. At the begin-

ning, it was a kind of hobby for me. In 

2003 I realised that I can transform my 

hobby into my job.  In June 2003, I cre-

ated my own company, Mola Solaire In-

ternational GmbH (MSI).  

      Energy 



Success Story 

ferences in Lusaka, Zambia with a lot of emphasis on 

the need to promote renewable energy for which the 

continent has huge potential. What is your take on 

this interest by the AfDB in renewable energy and 

the opportunities this might create for investors? 

I am in contact with the 8th President of the African De-

velopment Bank Group AfDB, Mr. Akinwumi Adesina, 

with whom I share the same vision. The private sector, 

where MSS is from, has the capacity to make the change 

“In 2012, I saw my vision confirmed and 

accepted worldwide. I was among the 

TOP 10 in Germany on the American  

social media platform, LinkedIn, with 

more than 30,000 followers at that time. I 

would like to thank my followers for this 

wonderful and great support.” 

“High-tech manufacturing is always a 

part of my activities. In February 2014, I 

created the company Duisburg Solar 

GmbH that is manufacturing and selling 

highest efficiency solar cells and solar 

panels worldwide. In August 2015, a new 

department within MSS was created in 

Berlin (Germany) in order to support  

African Governments of all 54 countries to 

implement the Paris Agreement  

successfully in their countries.” 

Energy 

velopment of the solar industry in Germany, MSS has in-

stalled several solar systems in Germany (many references 

are available). In Germany, solar business is depending on 

the change of feeding tariff, which is mostly politically 

driven. The number varies from 50 to 150 jobs in good 

time. Actually, our capacity is 20 MW/month for turnkey 

power plants. The beginning was not easy. That means we 

can finish a 100 MW solar power plant within 5 months. 

On the manufacturing side, we plan to increase the num-

ber of employees within Duisburg Solar GmbH to 250 and 

more, depending on the market situation. In terms of turn-

over, I learned from Germany not to talk about money, 

either you have it or you do not have it. 

The African Development Bank recently held its con-
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“I am in contact with the 8th President of the Af-

rican Development Bank Group AfDB Mr. Ak-

inwumi Adesina, with whom I share the same 

vision. The private sector, where MSS is from, 

has the capacity to make the change happen, but 

it will need the Bank's support in providing eq-

uity, loans or guarantees. We need to scale-up 

and move faster for the African energy transfor-

mation to take place with focus on renewable 

energy. We are clear on the point that climate 

finance has to become a reality for the growth 

and sustainable development in Africa.”  

happen, but it will need the Bank's support in providing 

equity, loans or guarantees. We need to scale-up and move 

faster for the African energy transformation to take place 

with focus on renewable energy. We are clear on the point 

that climate finance has to become a reality for the growth 

and sustainable development in Africa. I am happy and 

confident that the Bank will lead the way in encouraging 

renewable energy. The realization of this goal may create 

opportunities in the renewable energy in Africa. 

I am also in touch with the Chairperson of the African Un-

ion Commission, H.E. Dr. Nkosazana Clarice Dlamini 

Zuma to discuss and find ways to boost Renewable Energy 

in Africa. 

Your company was involved in building solar energy 

capacity of Mali in 2011. How far has this project 

gone ? 

As you know, there was a military coup in March 2012. In 

that time, our employees were on the project sites in Mali 

to finish soil and environmental studies, etc. After the 

coup, we were obliged to stop the project and evacuate our 

employees to Germany for security reasons. Our local 

branch in Mali kept the contact to the authorities, who are 

now requesting us to restart the project which is still on 

standby because of security reasons. The latter led to lack 

of investors and corresponding funding. 

The total capacity of 112.5 MW is on 12 different loca-

tions. Some of these locations like Gao, Kidal, Timbuktu 

(northern Mali) etc. are still on the hands of rebels and ter-

rorists.  MSS has already invested more than 2 million Eu-

ros (1.32 billion FCFA) in this project. After several 

months of negotiations with new financial partners, we are 

happy to announce that we have solved the project financ-

ing side. Now that we have re-secured the financing of 

370 million Euros (about 242 billion FCFA) for this pro-

ject, we are happy, ready and have a real interest to 

move forward on this project as soon as the security 

problems in Mali are solved. 

What are the achievements of your company in other 

forms of renewable energy? 

MSS is also involved in Wind energy. A 100 MW 

power plant is still under development in Uganda. Pro-

jects in other forms of renewable energy like rain 

(hydro), tides, waves, and geothermal heat are under de-

velopment. 

You were born 45 years ago in what is today known 

as the Far North Region in Cameroon. What are you 

doing to explore the vast opportunities in Cameroon, 

in general, and in this part of the country in particu-

lar where vast potentials for renewable energy exist, 

yet energy supply is so weak? 

Unfortunately, MSS is not exploring these vast opportu-

nities in my native Far North Region of Cameroon now. 

This results from a negative experience made in 1996 

when I initiated a project to electrify the primary school 

and the hospital in my hometown, Djongdong (Wina), 

and this project which was fully financed, could not be 

realized because the local authorities stopped it. I was 

arrested by the police and released few hours later. This 

bad experience is still present in my action when my 

hometown is concerned. Now that more than 20 years 

have already passed, we assume that the situation has 

changed and we may be able to consider the vast oppor-

tunities in Cameroon in general and in this part of the 

country where vast potential for renewable energy exists 

“Djongdong is my hometown and my 

village in the Far North Region of 

Cameroon. I will never forget it. I am 

just waiting for the right time to  

provide renewable solutions for rural 

electrification there.” 



pare themselves by collecting information about the 

country and the sector of interest. Such International 

Economic Conferences give investors like me the oppor-

tunity to exchange with other investors, meet local busi-

ness partners, and know more about the country in ques-

tion (here Cameroon) and to verify preliminary informa-

tion they have collected before and, in best case, to take 

their final investment decision. The most important pa-

rameter for investors is the current country classifica-

tion. It is always a good thing to attract investors. The 

determination of the Cameroonian government to attract 

them is going in the right direction. Therefore, I encour-

age Cameroonian authorities to continue like this. 

David Mola, what memories do you hold of your 

childhood and adolescence in the locality of Djong-

dong where you were born? 

I hold very good memories of my childhood and adoles-

cence days in Djongdong in the Wina Sub-division, 

Mayo Danay Division in the Far North Region of Cam-

eroon. I like this place, where I still have wonderful 

Energy 

“Last year, I was invited by the Egyptian President H.E. Mr. Abd al-Fattah as-Sissi to similar International Economic 

Conferences in Cairo and Sharm el-Sheikh… Such International Economic Conferences give investors like me the op-

portunity to exchange with other investors, meet local business partners and know more about the country and to verify 

preliminary information they have collected before and in best case to take their final investment decision...The deter-

mination of the Cameroonian government to attract investors is going in the right direction. Therefore, I encourage 

Cameroonian authorities to continue...” 

“I hold very good memories of my 

childhood and adolescence days in 

Djongdong in the Wina Sub-division, 

Mayo Danay Division in the Far 

North Region of Cameroon. I like this 

place, where I still have wonderful 

parents, brothers, sisters and friends, 

classmates, amongst others, living. I 

assure you, I’m a kind of person who 

still knows where he is coming from. 

You cannot imagine. I miss my  

hometown Djondong a lot.” Success Story 

yet energy supply is so weak. For the time being, our com-

pany MSS is member of the Alliance for Rural Electrifica-

tion (ARE). It is the only global industry association that 

supports all businesses along the whole value-chain of re-

newable solutions for rural electrification in developing 

and emerging countries. 

Anyway, Djongdong is my hometown and my village. I 

will never forget it. I am just waiting for the right time to 

provide renewable solutions for rural electrification there. 

Were you inspired by the determination of the Camer-

oonian government to attract investors like you after 

the Yaounde International Economic Conference? 

I must say that I am the wrong person to talk about that 

event because I didn’t participate in it since I was not in-

vited. Therefore, I will answer this question in a general 

way based on my experience with such events organised by 

other countries. Last year, I was invited by the Egyptian 

President, H.E. Mr. Abd al-Fattah as-Sissi, to similar Inter-

national Economic Conferences in Cairo and Sharm el-

Sheikh. Before going to such a conference, investors pre-



“Last year, I was invited by the Egyptian President H.E. Mr. Abd al-Fattah as-Sissi to similar International Economic 

Conferences in Cairo and Sharm el-Sheikh… Such International Economic Conferences give investors like me the op-

portunity to exchange with other investors, meet local business partners and know more about the country and to verify 

preliminary information they have collected before and in best case to take their final investment decision...The deter-

mination of the Cameroonian government to attract investors is going in the right direction. Therefore, I encourage 

Cameroonian authorities to continue...” 

parents, brothers, sisters and friends, classmates, 

amongst others, living. I assure you, I am a kind of per-

son who still knows where he is coming from. You 

cannot imagine. I miss my hometown Djongdong a lot. 

You left Cameroon in 1990 with a Scientific Bacca-

laureat C to study civil engineering. How did Ger-

many welcome you? 

Germany welcomed me well. I am thankful for that. 

After studies, why didn’t you return to Cameroon 

which provided you with this scholarship? 

Thank you for this very important question. Many peo-

ple have been asking me this. The attribution of the 

scholarship is based on a contract between both parties 

(myself as candidate on one side and the Cameroonian 

Government represented by the Ministry of Higher 

Education as donor on the other side).  In 1995, the do-

nor stopped the payment of the scholarship because of 

lack of finance. At the time, it was not allowed for for-

eign students to work in Germany. Many of my com-

rades were obliged to go back home without ending 

their studies. I my case, I thought that I was doing the 

studies first of all for myself. So I decided to negotiate 

with the local government in my area, which gave me a 

permission to work 20hrs/per week to finance my stud-

ies. I financed the rest of my studies from 1996 to 1998 

from student jobs. Beginning 1999, I went to the Cam-

eroonian Embassy in Bonn as representative of the 

Cameroonian Government in Germany) and discussed 

this issue personally. I was told there that I was over-

qualified and there were no jobs for me in Cameroon in 

case I decided to go back. I was advised to rather stay 

in Germany if I could find a job here. Considering all 

these, I decided to look for a job in Germany and found 

it with at Neuhäuser Umwelt-, Dosier- und Transport-

technologie GmbH (NUDT). 

Tell us about this first job experience in Neuhäuser 

Umwelt in 1999? 

It was the first job application in my life. I was excited. 

After three interviews, I got my first job as project en-

gineer to work in a German company. The beginning 

was not easy: everything was new for me, I had no pro-

fessional experience before, no driver’s license re-

quired for the job, had studied civil engineering and 

was now working for a mining equipment manufac-

turer, etc. However, I learned quickly that I had to work 

hard and bring more performances and results com-

pared to my German colleagues. After one year, I be-

came project and sales engineer and after three years, I 

was Sales Director.   

Should Cameroonians hope to see their son, David 

Mola, launch vast investments to provide jobs for 

youths not only in your native Far North Region 

where the need is alarming but also in the rest of 

Cameroon where expectations are high? 

Since its creation in June 2003, the slogan of our com-

pany has been, “We Renew The World. Come And 
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 “Cameroonians should hope to see me  

launching vast investments to provide jobs  

for youths for all Cameroonians without  

distinction. It is not something, which can be 

done immediately. Therefore, I request them to 

be patient with me.” 

Join Us”, which fully summarises my vision to renew the 

world with renewables, for example to boost the industri-

alization of Africa through massive use of renewable en-

ergy. New jobs for youths can be generated in qualitative 

and quantitative electricity generation based on renew-

able energy and local manufacturing of renewable energy 

equipment. One of my criticisms was that while elaborat-

ing the Paris Agreement, youth were not involved. This 

needs to be corrected urgently in the implementation of 

the agreement, which will lead to more investments in 

the renewable energy sector and consequently in new 

jobs for youth. 

Yes, Cameroonians should hope to see me launching vast 

investments to provide jobs for youths for all Cameroo-

nians without distinction. It is not something, which can 

be done immediately. Therefore, I request them to be pa-

tient with me. I would like to see Cameroon without the 

major problems I think the country is currently facing: 

growing insecurity in the North, high un-employment 

and under-employment, pandemic corruption, poor and 

inadequate infrastructure, air pollution, lack of electricity, 

health issues etc. 

You have been reading Success Story e-Magazine for 

a while now from your base in Germany. What im-

pressions do you have about this Magazine initiative? 

Success Story e-Magazine is a publication which profiles 

talented Cameroonians. For me personally, it is a plat-

form of inspiration, empowerment, and motivation for 

Cameroonians at home and abroad. I wish Success Story 

e-Magazine great success. Thank you for giving me the 

opportunity through this interview. I appreciate it very 

much.             

 

 Interviewed by Sambong John Conrad 



 

 

Energy  

T 
he University of Dschang in the West Re-

gion of Cameroon counts amongst its 

staff one of Africa’s best renewable en-

ergy developers, Julius Kewir Tangka. 

The Associate Professor of Agricultural Engineer-

ing specialized in energy and machinery, is not only 

the CEO of Clean Energy Consortium (CEC) which 

does energy solutions design, installation and man-

agement consulting but also a member of the 

American Society of Agricultural and Biological 

Engineers. He has so many renewable energy in-

ventions to his credit. 

Born on February 4, 1965 in Kumbo, Bui Division 

in the North West Province (now Region), Profes-

sor Tangka obtained his GCE ‘O’ Level in 1983 

from Government High School Kumbo, and the 

GCE ‘A’ Level in 1986 from Saint Augustine’s 

College in Nso. From 1986 to 1995, he sojourned at 

the University of Ibadan in Nigeria where he succes-

sively obtained a BSc (1990), a MSc (1991) and a 

Ph.D. (1995)  in Agricultural Engineering. After a Di-

ploma Course in the Ben Gurion University in Israel 

in 1998 in Advanced Agro-technology, and several 

other short courses in The Netherlands, Scotland, Den-

mark, China, Burkina Faso, he completed a Certificate 

course on Renewable Energy development in the 

Arava Institute for Environmental Studies in Kibbut 

Ketura, Israel. 

Besides holding the key function of Director of Infra-

structure, Planning and Development at the University 

of Dschang since October 2008, Professor Tangka has 

been a visiting consultant in Gabon, the Sultanate of 

Oman and several other funded initia-

tives in Cameroon.  

  

  By Fridoline Fonyuy 
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Cameroon’s Foremost Renewable Energy Developer 

His drive is unstoppable and sustained by his fertile imagination and an impressive academic and professional 

background that make of him the country’s best bet in the upcoming switch-over to clean energy sources.  



 
Prof. Julius 

Kewir 
Tangka 

 

Creative Renewable 

Energy Developer 

Prof. Julius Tangka, You watched the Paris Cli-

mate Change Agreement unfold. To what meas-

ure is climate change an opportunity for renew-

able energy? 

Thank you very much for giving me the opportunity 

to be guest of your prestigious magazine. Some of us 

look at the Paris Climate Agreement with a lot of 

skepticism. Today, we have 400 parts per million 

[ppm] of CO2 in our atmosphere. Since COP 1 in 

Berlin in 1995, through COP 3 in Kyoto, Japan in 

1997, very little has been done on the ground to cut 

down CO2 emissions. The various COP meetings 

are gentlemanly agreements during which each party 

makes declarations about what they hope to do to cut 

down emissions. The meeting is then adjourned for 

the next COP meeting. There is no serious follow-up 

by the international community to make sure that 

countries respect their declarations. The USA, the 

major polluter did not sign the Kyoto protocol. 

Many countries that signed the protocol took several 

years to ratify it. This shows how serious we are 

turning to cleaner energy forms. It is said that funds 

are made available for projects that enable the reduc-

tion of emissions. How many African countries have 

succeeded to receive a dime from carbon credits? 

The Congo Basin forest that has the ability to se-

questrate millions of tons of CO2 receives nothing in 

turn from the international community. The custodi-

 
“Some of us look at the Paris  

Climate Agreement with a lot of 

skepticism. Today, we have 400 

parts per million [ppm] of CO2 in 

our atmosphere. Since COP 1 in 

Berlin in 1995, through COP 3 in 

Kyoto, Japan in 1997, very little 

has been done on the ground to cut 

down CO2 emissions. The various 

COP meetings are gentlemanly 

agreements during which each 

party makes declarations about 

what they hope to do to cut down 

emissions. The meeting is then  

adjourned for the next COP  

meeting. There is no serious follow 

up by the international community 

to make sure that countries respect 

their declarations.”  
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ans of the forest languish in poverty, no electricity and 

lack of basic health facilities. The major doctrine is that 

this forest should be preserved while industrialized 

countries concentrate on developing their own environ-

ment to become major exporters to Africa. I believe that 

the Central African countries that harbour the Congo 

forest basin should be given giant electricity projects in 

return before we can understand this global warming 

debate. 

In any case to save our planet, each country has to iden-

tify and return to appropriate renewable energy sources.  

During discussions at the COP21 in Paris, the Presi-

dent of the African Development Bank and other 

funding bodies said one of the biggest challenges fac-

ing Africa is the lack of energy to drive development 

actions. You have travelled extensively in African 

countries. How true is this assertion? 

This is very true. Without appropriate energy infrastruc-

ture, nothing considerable can be achieved in terms of 

development. Africa has enough natural resources to 

become self sufficient in energy and even export to 

Europe and the Middle East. Africa should concentrate 

on developing these resources rather than always look-

ing for the faster alternatives through fossil fuels. Stud-

ies have shown that solar panels placed in  1/18th of  the 

total land area in the Sahara desert can power all of 

Europe and North Africa. This is only solar PV. We also 

great potentials in solar thermal electricity etc. Twelve 

percent of the world’s hydropower is located in Africa, 

with a technically feasible output of about 1,800 TWh/

year. 

The fight for energy geopolitical power is killing all ini-

tiatives to turn to renewable energy. Renewable energies 

can solve the problem of global warming but many su-

per powers will lose their energy geopolitical power. 

 

“Central African countries that 

harbour the Congo forest basin 

should be given giant electricity 

projects in return before we can 

understand this global warming 

debate. In any case to save our 

planet, each country has to  

identify and return to appropri-

ate renewable energy sources.”  

“Without appropriate energy infrastruc-

ture, nothing considerable can be 

achieved in terms of development. Af-

rica has enough natural resources to be-

come self sufficient in energy and even 

export to Europe and the Middle East. 

Africa should concentrate on developing 

these resources rather than always look-

ing for the faster alternatives through 

fossil fuels.”  
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“Studies have shown that solar panels placed in  1/18th of  the total land area in the  

Sahara desert can power all of Europe and North Africa. This is only solar PV. We also 

great potentials in solar thermal electricity etc. Twelve percent of the world hydro 

power is located in Africa, with a technically feasible output of about 1,800 TWh/year.” 



Once they cannot control the natural resources that pro-

duce energy their ability to control other things in the 

worlds will be seriously hampered. This is not a very good 

option for countries that want to control oil wells around 

the world, sell arms, and  inflict embargos on those who 

do not dance to particular tunes etc. African countries 

should look at their natural solution.  

It has also been asserted that by boosting renewable 

energy use and energy efficiency, many of the climate 

change adaptation and mitigation issues will be ad-

dressed. How sustainable is Cameroon’s potential to 

switch to renewable energy? 

Hydroelectricity resources remain the most readily ex-

ploitable form of energy in Cameroon. Cameroon is con-

sidered to have the second largest hydroelectric potential 

in Sub-Saharan Africa. The total potential is estimated at 

23 Giga Watts with an annual production capacity of 103 

TWh. However, the initial investment cost is very expen-

sive. I strongly believe that an elaborate biofuel program 

for Cameroon is the best energy option. By running large 

Jatropha plantations, we can help in carbon sequestration 

while also producing clean energy and creating jobs. The 

castor oil plant is growing everywhere in Cameroon from 

the south to the northern parts of the country. I once drove 

from Kumbo through Oku to Ndop and I was shocked to 

see how the castor oil plant is a nuisance to many farmers.. 

Many of them could not succeed in eliminating it from 

their farms. In 1995, India exported up to 500,000 tons of 

castor oil to the US at the cost of about USD 1000 per ton.  

Most of it is cultivated with a lot of agricultural inputs in 

India and Taiwan. In Cameroon, it grows naturally in the 

wild and is difficult to eliminate. One cannot imagine the 

number of jobs that would be created if all the motor bikes 

and taxis running on our streets are fueled by biodiesel 

produced locally.  

For so many years, you have demonstrated by the 
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“Hydroelectricity resources re-

main the most readily exploitable 

form of energy in Cameroon. 

Cameroon is considered to have 

the second largest hydroelectric 

potential in Sub-Saharan Africa. 

The total potential is estimated 

at 23 Giga Watts with an annual 

production capacity of 103 TWh. 

However, the initial investment 

cost is very expensive. I strongly 

believe that an elaborate biofuel 

program for Cameroon is the best 

energy option. By running large 

Jatropha plantations, we can 

help in carbon sequestration 

while also producing clean  

energy and creating jobs.”  
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number of solutions you have offered that you are a 

force to rely on if Cameroon wants to fast-track its 

switch-over to renewable energy. Let’s start with 

your solutions in solar energy. What have you 

achieved? 

In the field of solar energy, we designed a refrigeration 

unit working exclusively on solar thermal energy. It uses 

solar heat to drive the refrigerant around the various 

compartments. It can be successfully used in places 

where there is no electricity to store food and essential 

vaccines because solar energy is available almost every-

where. Many women in Africa die during child birth 

because they have no access to essential vaccines which 

must be stored in a cold place. The major problem here 

is that of electricity because some of those vaccines are 

free of charge. There are some village health units that 

store vaccines 40 km away in a refrigerator in the city 

center. In some villages, 40 km away means 3 hours of 

driving using a very performing 4WD car. If this proto-

type is developed, it can be used in rural areas where 

there is no electricity.  

We equally have developed a 1000-egg capacity incuba-

tor that works on solar thermal and solar electricity as 

well as solar thermal energy. It uses heat from the sun to 

warm the incubation compartment and when there is no 

solar radiation, the unit is heated by bulbs powered by 

solar-charged batteries. Temperatures and humidity val-

ues in the unit are computer controlled and the computer 

unit is also powered by solar energy. 

Tell us about some of the products you have devel-

oped for households, beginning with domestic solar 

water heaters? 

Our domestic solar water heaters are made with locally 

available materials. The fabrication technology is locally 

available in any village. Our black heat absorber is mol-

ten aluminum poured onto a grid of copper tubes though 



which water circulates. At midday in Dschang, we have 

steam being produced instead of hot water.  

And solar cooking stoves? 

Solar cooker technology is available everywhere in the 

world. However what researchers try to do is to use avail-

able materials to design something more efficient than what 

is in the market. This is what we have also been trying to 

do. Our results are interesting. We produce reflective mirror 

by depositing silver nitrate on a heated and sagged glass 

surface. This gives you a perfect concave mirror that can 

reflect all the incident solar radiation unto a black pot. This 

technology can be very good for the northern parts of Cam-

eroon where solar radiation is quite good and there is little 

or no firewood in the villages. 

How feasible are your solar stills to produce potable wa-

ter from dirty water especially in several areas in Cam-

eroon where potable water is hard to come by?  

Solar stills are also available in many parts of the world. We 

have also designed solar stills using local material. The 

smallest unit that we have, produces three litres of distilled 

water in a day in Dschang where solar radiation values are 

very low. This enables you to have up to three litres 

of  pure water for drinking daily. The water is too 

pure to drink because it has no trace elements but it 

is better to drink this than contaminated water. These 

solar stills are very good for places without potable 

water. Even toilet water can be put into it and you 

will have pure distilled water coming out. Solar stills 

are also very good for emergency situations like 

refugee crises and natural disasters where water 

borne epidemics are very likely to occur. They are 

indispensible in the northern parts of Cameroon 

where only a very little percentage of the population 

has access to potable water. 

How about solar energy solutions in the domain 

of agriculture like solar dryers for crops? 

Our solar dryers are excellent in performance. We 

have registered temperatures of up to 800C in 

Dschang and Kumbo when ambient temperatures are 

just above 200C. Some women’s cooperatives are 

using them for drying of fruits, vegetable, and me-

dicinal plants. They successful dried cabbages  in 

Dschang to a golden color in the month of August 

when any attempt to dry using the traditional sun 

drying method failed and resulted  in a dark brown  

fungi infested vegetable. They are very good for dry-

ing cocoa and coffee because there is no smoke gen-

erated and the grains are completely protected from 

insects, birds and other predators. 

What are some of the products you also devel-

oped that use biogas in households and farms and 

how feasible are products such as oil drum do-

mestic ovens for home baking? 
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“Solar stills are 

also available in 

many parts of 

the world. We 

have also de-

signed solar 

stills using local 

material. The 

smallest unit 

that we have, 

produces three liters of distilled water in a 

day in Dschang where solar radiation val-

ues are very low. This enables you to have 

up to three liters of  pure water for drink-

ing daily. The water is too pure to drink be-

cause it has no trace elements but it is bet-

ter to drink this than contaminated water. 

These solar stills are very good for places 

without potable water. Even toilet water 

can be put into it and you will have pure 

distilled water coming out.” 

 

 

“In the field of 

solar energy, we 

designed a re-

frigeration unit 

working exclu-

sively on solar 

thermal energy. 

It uses solar heat to drive the refrigerant 

around the various compartments. It can 

be successfully used in places where there 

is no electricity to store food and essential 

vaccines because solar energy is available 

almost everywhere.” 
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“We are able to purify biogas to have 98 

percent methane. This burns very well 

in a gasoline engine and can then be 

used to produce electricity. We have 

successfully operated the small electric 

generators found in the local markets 

with biogas from rabbit dung. This 

means that a villager in the middle of 

nowhere can easily produce his  

electricity in a remote area without  

need for grid connection.” 

“Solar cooker technology is avail-

able everywhere in the world. How-

ever what researchers try to do is to 

use available materials to design 

something more efficient than what 

is in the market. This is what we 

have also been trying to do. Our results are inter-

esting. We produce reflective mirror by depositing 

silver nitrate on a heated and sagged glass sur-

face. This gives you a perfect concave mirror that 

can reflect all the incident solar radiation unto a 

black pot. This technology can be very good for the 

northern parts of Cameroon where solar radiation 

is quite good and there is little or no firewood in 

the villages.” 
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We are able to purify biogas to have 98 percent methane. 

This burns very well in a gasoline engine and can then be 

used to produce electricity. We have successfully operated 

the small electric generators found in the local markets with 

biogas from rabbit dung. This means that a villager in the 

middle of nowhere can easily produce his electricity in a re-

mote area without need for grid connection. The prototype 

dryer that we developed for the Ministry of Mines Industries 

and Technological Development can also function very well 

with biogas. 

We developed the oil drum baking oven so that interested 

people could use the numerous bio fuels that we have for 

cooking. We are blessed with many oil crops. The oils from 

these crops have been used by many countries to produce 

biodiesel for running of motor vehicle engines. We have 

been able to produce biodiesel from castor oil, jatropha oil, 

and groundnut oil and also from many other oil grains grow-

ing in the wild.   

“We  

developed 

the oil 

drum  

baking 

oven so that 

interested people could use the  

numerous biofuels that we have for 

cooking. We are blessed with many 

oil crops. The oils from these crops 

have been used by many countries to 

produce biodiesel for  

running of motor vehicle engines.” 

“Our solar dryers are excellent in performance. We have registered temperatures of up to 

800C in Dschang and Kumbo when ambient temperatures are just above 200C. Some 

women’s cooperatives are using them for drying of fruits, vegetables, and medicinal 

plants. They successful dried cabbages  in Dschang to a golden color in the month of  

August when any attempt to dry using the traditional sun drying method failed and  

resulted  in a dark brown  fungi infested vegetable. They are very good for drying cocoa 

and coffee because there is no smoke generated and the grains are completely protected 

from insects, birds and other predators.” 
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“We are able to purify biogas to have 98 

percent methane. This burns very well 

in a gasoline engine and can then be 

used to produce electricity. We have 

successfully operated the small electric 

generators found in the local markets 

with biogas from rabbit dung. This 

means that a villager in the middle of 

nowhere can easily produce his  

electricity in a remote area without  

need for grid connection.” 
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You have also been an achiever in the domain Aeolian 

energy. Tell us the products you have or can develop 

that could be used in Cameroon? 

Generally Cameroon has very little wind energy poten-

tial. The studies that we have carried out in the Northern 

parts of Cameroon, the littoral and the Western high-

lands,  show some promising figures for micro wind tur-

bines. In the North West from Kumbo through Ndu to 

Nkambe we have some promising figures. However all 

these values favor micro wind energy exploitation and not 

western type commercial wind turbines. Our research in 

this area is trying to work on blade aerodynamics ie manu-

facturing blades that can start the wind turbine at very low 

wind speeds of about 2m/sec. We also try to wire our wind 

turbine generators to produce useful power at low speeds 

by combining different induction wire configurations with 

 
 

“Our research in wind energy exploitation 

is trying to work on blade aerodynamics 

ie manufacturing blades that can start 

the wind turbine at very low wind speeds 

of about 2m/sec. We also try to wire our 

wind turbine generators to produce useful 

power at low speeds by combining differ-

ent induction wire configurations with 

different blade profiles. The wind tur-

bines that we have installed in Dschang, 

Bamenda, Kumbo and Nkambe are work-

ing  very well. Personally, I use a 2kw 

wind /solar hybrid system in Kumbo and I 

have enough electricity throughout the 

year. In periods of heavy cloud cover and 

poor solar radiation, proper blade pro-

files are needed to keep the wind running 

and giving basic electricity for the home.” 

“The consultancy I had in the Sultanate of  Oman in the middle East for the  

treatment of brackish waste water from oil wells using solar energy was the result 

of what I carried out on water solar stills development. I have also delivered some 

training in Burkina Faso, Nigeria, Tanzania, South Africa and Ethiopia based on 

our research results.” 

Energy 
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different blade profiles. The wind turbines that we have 

installed in Dschang, Bamenda, Kumbo and Nkambe 

are working  very well. Personally, I use a 2kw wind /

solar hybrid system in Kumbo and I have enough elec-

tricity throughout the year. In periods of heavy cloud 

cover and poor solar radiation, proper blade profiles are 

needed to keep the wind running and giving basic elec-

tricity for the home. 

You have carried out several training programs to 

introduce rural communities to renewable energies 

especially in the northern part of the country. How 

do you assess the impact in terms of their adapta-

tion? 

Many of these training programs are not backed by 

available local technologies. So the early adopters do 

not easily find the technologies available in the market. 

It is easy to train and convince a group of rural women 

on homemade biogas digester technologies/ however, 

the lack of parts in that market discourages many peo-

ple from practicing these technologies.  

Prof. Tangka, you have achieved a lot in this do-

main but have local authorities, government and 

development partners been receptive to your 

groundbreaking innovations? 

I am not very sure that the government machinery has a 

framework for such recognition. Once such a frame-

work has not been put in place there is very little that a 

researcher can do. Many other researchers have come 

out with inventions and innovations but there is no 

structure to officially recognize, promote and valorize 

local inventions. However some of  our results have 

gained international recognition. The consultancy I had 

in the Sultanate of  Oman in the middle East for the treatment 

of brackish waste water from oil wells using solar energy was 

the result of what I carried out on water solar stills develop-

ment. I have also delivered some training in Burkina Faso, 

Nigeria, Tanzania, South Africa and Ethiopia based on our 

research results. 

Now that the environment is more conducive and the po-

litical will is there thanks to the ratification of the Paris 

Climate Agreement, what are your hopes for Cameroon? 

I do not believe in the Paris Climate Agreement.  To me, it is 

a way of keeping the fire under the pot alive to console the 

hungry people that very soon the pot shall be ready. Coal is 

still being exploited and exported by major coal producing 

countries. The USA and China are not yet signatories to ma-

jor climate change protocols.  Fossil fuels are still the major 

energy sources. No country is engaging heavily on biofuels 

except Brazil. The Congo basin forest has the potential se-

questrate carbon from the atmosphere. The world wants us to 

protect the Congo basin forest but there is no Carbon Credit 

Fund.                                Interviewed by Fridoline Fonyuy 

“The consultancy I had in the Sultanate of  Oman in the middle East for the  

treatment of brackish waste water from oil wells using solar energy was the result 

of what I carried out on water solar stills development. I have also delivered some 

training in Burkina Faso, Nigeria, Tanzania, South Africa and Ethiopia based on 

our research results.” 
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Facilitating  Diaspora Skill-Transfer 

Tatiana Fouda Lobe’s leadership of a major project to fund skill-transfer initiatives for Cameroonian mi-

grants abroad, has been lauded as a key step towards encouraging the Diaspora to participate in the  

development of their country.  

T 
atiana Fouda Lobe was in the news recently 

as the country office of the International 

Organisation for Migration (IOM) show-

cased the achievements of several Camer-

oonian migrants from France and Belgium who had 

successfully completed a skills-transfer stay in some 

health and educational facilities in Cameroon. Her 

eloquence in explaining the contours of the Migration 

for the Development of Africa (MIDA) Programme 

that she coordinates within the IOM, betrayed her de-

termination to see Cameroonians in the Diaspora con-

tribute to the development of their fatherland through 

skill-transfer on a temporary or permanent basis. 

To accomplish her mission, Tatiana Fouda Lobe is 

intellectually equipped and psychologically moti-

vated. She is holder of a Postgraduate Diploma in 

Law obtained from the University of Yaounde II 

and a Master’s Degree in Regional Integration and 

Management of Community Institutions from the 

International Relations Institute of Cameroon 

(IRIC). After several civil society projects and as-

signments in some agencies of the United Nations 

Organisation, she serves IOM’s country office in 

Yaounde as Projects Officer since 2013. 

     

    By George Mbella 

Success Story 



      Diaspora 

 
Tatiana 

Fouda Lobe 

 

 

Attracting Diaspora 

Skills To  

Cameroon 

At the International Organisation for Migration reflec-

tions are certainly ongoing to understand that the phe-

nomenon of migratory flows shaking the world and poli-

cies of certain nations which are departure points or des-

tinations for migrants. Tatiana Fouda Lobe, what is 

your take on this phenomenon today?  

The phenomenon of migration is a complex one which im-

pacts positively in a society when associated with the ideas 

of migration for development, the globalization of exchange 

of goods and services as well as capital and regular mobil-

ity. It is even more complex when the migration becomes 

irregular, illegal and dangerous for the migrant just like for 

the host country as well as when it surpasses measures to 

control the flows and policies to manage such migratory 

flows.  

What are some of the actions taken on this matter by 

IOM’s Cameroon Office? 

IOM Cameroon encourages regular migration and migration 

for development. It also promotes the management of return 

migration based on the respect of human rights through an 

assistance programme for the voluntary return of migrants 

who are vulnerable or in irregular situation. It also partakes 

in the fight against slavery and human trafficking.  

What are the strengths of the Cameroonian Diaspora for 

the development of the country? 

According to the Minister of External Relations in the pref-

ace of the Guide to Capitalise Diaspora Potential, produced 

within the framework of this project, ‘the Cameroonian Di-

aspora has an undeniable potential’. The Guide asserts that 

“The phenomenon of 

migration is a  

complex one which 

impacts positively in 

a society when  

associated with ideas 

of migration for  

development, the 

globalization of  

exchange of goods 

and services as well 

as capital and  

regular mobility.” 
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the Cameroonian Diaspora incarnates strengths of posi-

tive change in the sense that it blows a new dynamic to 

development by relying on experience acquired abroad. It 

could offer transfer of skills, financial and material re-

sources, amongst others, and the possibility of accessing 

to cheap but highly qualified labour which is capable of 

adapting to the country’s realities and needs.    

You are coordinating this MIDA programme which 

aims at transfer of Diaspora skills. After the first 

phase, how do you assess its achievements?  

The evaluation of the pilot phase of the MIDA Pro-

gramme is positive. It is an initiative to sustain. Institu-

tions that hosted experts such as the St. Martin de Porres 

Sisters’ Hospital and Dominican Centre and the National 

Engineering School, showed their happiness in receiving 

these experts who easily integrated themselves into the 

system and individually added value as they met their 

daily objectives in education and health. The results are 

visible on the field and effectively mark the sojourn of 

the Diaspora in these institutions and the transfer of skills 

delivered.  

How was the selection done? 

We first of all identified the needs locally and later a di-

rectory of competencies available was developed with the 

assistance of our IOM Paris and IOM Brussels offices 

Once the directory of profiles was established, we 

shared the competences available with beneficiary in-

stitutions and sieved through the selection.  

Why select only from two countries – France and 

Belgium – for this phase?  

It is a pilot phase hence the target was restricted and 

easily accessible.  

Who are IOM’s partners in this venture?  

The project was financed by IOM’s Development Fund 

(IDF) which supports actions expressed by the State 

through one of its institutions in relation to the IOM 

country office. For this project, a coordination commit-

tee of 10 partners was set up and presided by the Minis-

try of External Relations. Besides this ministry, other 

ministries participating were the ministries in charge of 

the Economy, of vocational training, public health, 

higher education as well as the National Employment 

Fund, the National Medical Association and civil soci-

ety organisations including associations of Cameroo-

nians Diaspora.  

The Ministry of External Relations presided over meet-

ings of the project’s coordination committee. It partici-

pated in the exploratory mission to meet and sensitise 

 

“According to ‘The Guide to Capi-

talise Diaspora Potential’, pro-

duced within the framework of 

this Migration for Development 

Programme, the Cameroonian Di-

aspora has an undeniable poten-

tial. The Guide asserts that the 

Cameroonian Diaspora incarnates 

strengths of positive change in the 

sense that it blows a new impetus 

into development by relying on ex-

perience acquired abroad.” 

“The Diaspora could offer 

transfer of skills, financial 

and material resources, 

amongst others, and the 

possibility of accessing to 

cheap but highly qualified 

labour which is capable of 

adapting to the country’s 

realities and needs.” 
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“The evaluation of the pilot phase of the 

MIDA Programme is positive. It is an 

initiative to sustain. Institutions that 

hosted experts such as the St. Martin de 

Porres Sisters’ Hospital and  

Dominican Centre and the National  

Engineering School showed their  

happiness in receiving these experts 

who easily integrated themselves into 

the system and individually contributed 

a plus in their daily objectives in  

education and health" 

Cameroonians in the Diaspora. Like other committee 

members, the Ministry of External Relations partici-

pated in the preparation and the adoption of the ‘Guide 

to Capitalise Diaspora Potential’, did the debriefing af-

ter the missions by experts. In summary, the Ministry 

of External Relations was involved in all the phases of 

the project and deployed its commitment through the 

Department of Cameroonians Living Abroad.  

When will the second phase of the MIDA Pro-

gramme start and what will be its focus?  

The second phase is under still under preparation, given 

the means, especially financial, that such a project re-

quires. We already have part of the funding provided 

by our IOM Brussels office, as well as the National 

School of Engineering in Yaounde which seeks to bring 

in its own contribution. Contributions are also welcome 

“The Ministry of External  

Relations presided over meetings  

of the project’s coordination  

committee. It participated in the  

exploratory mission to meet and  

sensitise Cameroonians in the  

Diaspora.” 
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from the Diaspora as well as organisations promoting deve-

lopment through migration.  

Would this second phase go beyond France and Belgium 

to say the United States of America where a huge com-

munity of Cameroonian expert migrants is found?  

We have effectively thought of Canada and the United 

States of America as possible targets within the second 

phase, knowing that these countries host an experienced 

Cameroonian Diaspora.  

What are the requirements for participation?  

To participate in the Migration for Development Pro-

gramme, any candidate must be a Cameroonian even if you 

have taken the nationality of your host country, write to us 

and send your curriculum vitae and we will contact you to 

study together the feasibility. Some members of the Dias-

pora have skills and expertise, wish to put them at the ser-

vice of the nation by even taking care of the cost of their 

trips but just wish to have orientations on how to participate 

in development. These too are welcome within our pro-

gramme. Our email contact is tflobe@iom.int  

What is IOM’s long-term objective through this pro-

gramme? 

In the long term, IOM aims to strengthen the implication 

and the participation of the Diaspora in local development, 

by not only putting in place actions such as the MIDA 

programme but also arousing the capitalisation of di-

aspora’s potential through the definition of a national 

strategy for the mobilisation of the diaspora in Camer-

oon, by decision-makers.  

Is your youth a strength or a weakness for this job?  

I would first of all like to say that youthfulness is a 

state of mind not an issue of age. I don’t focus on 

those aspects because field experience quickly trans-

formed me into an adult and moulded a leadership 

spirit in me.   

Let’s talk about your academic and professional 

background before your current job… 

I studied Law and after obtaining a Maitrise 

(Postgraduate Diploma) I worked in a law firm for a 

year. I was later admitted to the International Relations 

Institute of Cameroon where I earned a Master’s De-

gree in Regional Integration and Management of 

Community Institutions.  

Professionally, I worked for a while in diverse consul-

tations, in the domain of law and within the civil soci-

ety for development projects before joining the United 

Nations and later the International Organisation for 

Migration in 2013 as Projects Officer. I travelled a lot 

and participated in several training opportunities 

which enable me perform the current duties that I 

hold.          

 

“Youthfulness is 

a state of mind 

not an issue of 

age. I don’t focus 

on those aspects 

because field ex-

perience quickly 

transformed me into an adult 

and moulded a leadership spirit 

in me.”   

 
“We have effectively thought of Canada and the 

United States of America as possible  

targets within the second phase, knowing that 

these countries host an experienced  

Cameroonian Diaspora.  

To participate in the Migration for  

Development Programme, any candidate must 

be a Cameroonian even if he or she has taken 

the nationality of his or her host country. Write 

to us and send a curriculum vitae and we will 

contact you to study together the feasibility. 

Our email contact is tflobe@iom.int ” 

“In the long term, IOM aims to 

strengthen the implication and the  

participation of the Diaspora in local 

development, by not only putting in 

place actions such as the MIDA pro-

gramme but also arousing the capitali-

sation of the Diaspora’s potential 

through the definition of a national 

strategy for the mobilisation of the  

Diaspora in Cameroon, by  

decision-makers.” 

Diaspora 
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B est D ressed 
How Cameroonians Showcase  

Fashion Trends 

Veseke Ekema 
Businessman,Buea 



www.facebook.com/cookingwithterese 

#CWT 

Served with Oven-baked Sweet  
Potatoes, Onion Sautéed Spinach 
and Pepper Sauce. 
 
  Ingredients 
• Tilapia (3)  
• Salt to taste  
• 2 teaspoons of whole White Pepper  
• 2 teaspoons of whole Black Pepper  
• 2 (ehuru)  
• 8 Garlic cloves  
• ½ cup of Chopped Basil  
• 1 inch Ginger  
• 1 Mbongo ( optional)  
• 3 to 4 bouillon  cubes (Maggi)  
• 1 cup of Peanut Oil  
• 3 stems of Celery  
• 1 medium Onion  
• 4 to 5 hot Jamaica or Habanero 
peppers  
• Salt to taste  
 

  Procedure  
 
1. Clean your fish and cut 5 to 6 di-
agonal cuts into fish right to the bone, 
on each side of the fish. 
 
2. Put all spices in a blender and 
blend with the peanut oil including 
bullion cubes and salt to taste. Do not 
add water.   
 

     

Grilled Tilapia 

Cooking With Terese 
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