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    Editorial 

Success Story 

S 
ports is Cameroon’s most unifying factor. While we all 

look up with hopes that the darling Indomitable Lions’ 

national male soccer team wakes up from slumber, Our 

Lionesses in soccer and basketball are mesmerising 

our minds, giving us reason to shout wherever, that we are 

“Camer”. Although our soccer ladies failed to make it to the 

next Olympics in Rio, their recent thrilling performance at the 

FIFA World Cup tournament in Vancouver, Canada is yet to be 

forgotten. With such commitment, talent and determination, we 

know that the trophy of the next female edition of the CAF Af-

 
rican Cup of Nations scheduled for November 

and December 2016 in Limbe and Yaounde, will 

stay in our beloved fatherland where the Lion-

esses of the Orange Ball recently earned a silver 

medal in the revered AfroBasket tournament. 

The same feeling of patriotism did not spare any 

Cameroonian as those chaps bounced back and 

forth beating their opponents one after the other 

until Senegal proved a hard bone to bite in the 

final game. Kudos, Dear Lionesses! 

In this comeback edition of your favourite SS E-

Mag, we give honour to our venerable team 

coaches, Enow Ngachu and Lazare Adingono. 

Of course you will surf unto other inspiring sto-

ries as you meet the events management gurus 

such as Ethel Esabe and Lady Kate Ndi; our up-

rising fashionista, Kibonen Nfi and our multi-

talent, Ateh Francis. More talented Cameroo-

nians coming up in our next editions, 

so flip through and be part of the 

Show.....Show!           

   Tonge EBAI  

 

 



 

became member of the FIFA Executive Committee 

in 1990. Besides becoming FIFA Vice-President in 

1992, he has held other duties such as President of 

the Organising Committee of the Football Olympic 

Tournaments of FIFA, Vice-President of FIFA Com-

mittee for Security and Fair-Play and member of the 

World Cup Organising Committee, amongst others.  

Married and father of four, Issa Hayatou’s steward-

ship at the helm of CAF for over two decades has 

been highlighted by thrilling performances from 

Cameroon, Nigeria and Senegal during final phases 

of the FIFA World Cup. Africa’s places increased to 

five instead of two places in the tournament while 

South Africa hosted South Africa hosted the 2010 

edition of the prestigious jamboree. Meanwhile, the 

African Cup of Nations final phase has expanded 

from 8 to 16 teams.                     David NKENG 

Issa Hayatou 

90 Days At FIFA’s Helm 
From an athlete and basketball player in the 60s and 70s to FIFA’s acting President for 90 days,  

Issa Hayatou is a Success Story.  

Success Story 

C 
ameroonian-born Issa Hayatou, 69, now 

thrones at the helm of the world’s football 

governing body, FIFA, following the suspen-

sion of the current President, Sepp Blatter, by 

FIFA’s Ethics Committee pending corruption investiga-

tion. For the first time since its creation 111 years ago, 

an African is heading one of the most powerful institu-

tions in the world. The news that came as a surprise to 

the world as FIFA’s imbroglio unravels, did not how-

ever surprise many who see in Issa Hayatou a man with 

a rare destiny. 

He was born to the Lamido of Garoua on August 9, 

1946 in Garoua, headquarter of today’s North Region. 

While growing up, Issa Hayatou held high Cameroon’s 

flag in athletics and basketball. From 1964 to 1971, 

young Issa Hayatou was Cameroonian 400m and 800m 

champion in athletics, member of the Cameroonian bas-

ketball team which participated in the first All Africa 

Games in Brazzaville in 1965 and was also a football 

player. He was an instructor of sports at Lycée Général 

Leclerc in Yaounde, from 1973 to 1974, before he be-

came Secretary General of the Cameroon Football Fed-

eration (FECAFOOT) that same year at the age of 28. 

He worked from 1982 to 1986 as Director of Sports in 

the then Ministry of Youth and Sports and later headed 

FECAFOOT from 1985 to 1988 when he was elected 

President of the Confederation of African Football 

(CAF). Issa Hayatou started his rise in FIFA when he 



Enow Ngachu 

Issa Hayatou 

U 
ndoubtedly, Enow Ngachu is today one of 

the most loved sports personalities in 

Cameroon. He is admired for using coach-

ing recipes best known to him to put na-

tional female soccer selections ahead of their male 

counterparts during performances across the globe. 

Cameroonians felt their hearts beat during the last Af-

rican Cup of Nations in Namibia. They were thrilled to 

ecstatic levels by the rise of their dear Lionesses to the 

eighth finals of FIFA’s 2015 Women World Cup tour-

nament in Vancouver, Canada. Once again, Enow 

Ngachu and his team grabbed a Silver medal in the 

last All Africa Games in Brazzaville, Congo. The col-

ourful moments now seem unending.  

As enthusiasm grows nationwide, female champions 

that he brought to the limelight such as Christine Ma-

nie and Enganamouit Gaelle, amongst others, have 

become household names not only in Cameroon but 

across the planet with over 20 of them playing profes-

sional football while a fertile home-based squad boasts 

of about 50 talented players capable of sustaining the 

show till 2020.  

Thrilling days therefore lie ahead not only for the team 

but also for the career of this soccer magician who was 

born on February 21, 1975 and hails from Tali village 

in the South West Region. While obtaining secondary 

and high school education in the Government Bilin-

gual Practising High School in Yaounde and higher 

education in the University of Yaounde I, Enow 

      Sports 

Enow Ngachu 

Enriching Cameroonian Female Soccer  
For more than a decade, the 40-year old Team Coach has moved from success to success  

with a splendid team of young talented girls. 

Ngachu played for several Division II and Division I 

soccer teams such as FOGAPE, Sable of Batié, Dia-

mant of Yaounde, Victoria United, before taking up 

coaching in Akada Sports Academy and later Njalla 

Quan Sports Academy in Limbe. A brief stopover at 

the Yong Sports Academy in Bamenda led him to full-

time coaching of the National Selection of the Female 

Indomitable Lionesses. 

The 40-year old Senior Sports and Physical Education 

instructor graduated from the National Institute of 

Youth and Sports (INJS) in Yaounde in 2002, after 

obtaining a First Degree in History from the Univer-

sity of Yaounde I in 1998. He won a scholarship in the 

University of Leipzig in Germany where he obtained a 

Diploma in Football and an “A” Coaching Licence in 

2005 from the German Football Federation. 

A success story par excellence, Enow Ngachu has dis-

tinguished himself as a team coach capable of reading 

every game, assessing the strengths and weaknesses of 

his girls at any moment and making bold tactical 

changes that often change the course of the game to 

his favour. This quality, no doubt, explains the flood 

of job offers from clubs around the world, which be-

lieve that he is a waste in Cameroon. However, a rare 

kind patriotism that is quite uncommon nowadays puts 

him above financial and selfish considerations to earn 

something great for his nation; the trophy of the up-

coming 2016 African Cup of Nations which will be 

hosted by  Cameroon.     Lionel GEBAH 

 

Success Story 
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Enow Ngachu, Head Coach, Cameroon National Female Football Team 

Sports Academy, NQSA, soccer team. Upon my 

graduation from INJS in 2002, I was transferred to 

the South West Region in the then Delegation of 

Youth and Sports. The day I presented myself to the 

Delegate, Tambe Jonathan, he exclaimed and asked, 

“Are you Enow Ngachu?” I replied, “Yes”. He said I 

was too young to be in the delegation and more so, I 

was a footballer. He transferred me to Limbe so that 

I could play for Victoria United soccer team. I was 

transferred to the Government High School Limbe 

as Sports and Physical Education coordinator. I was 

playing in Division One and teaching. While playing 

in Victoria United, I was training Akada Sports un-

der Sadi Jean Pierre. Sadi helped me a lot and I be-

came interested in coaching. While I was playing 

and training Akada in Division II, I took the team to 

two mini-interpools but never succeeded in repre-

senting the South West Region. But I won the junior 

championship and I was appointed three months 

later as Deputy Coach of the National Female Soccer 

selection, the Lionesses. This was in 2004 when I 

decided to stop playing football. I later obtained a 

scholarship and I had to leave for Germany. 

When you see NQSA Limbe descending into Divi-

sion II today, how do you feel? 

It is aching because I am amongst those who reor-

ganised NQSA. We had a project and a five-year 

plan with the sports promoter, late Pa Henry Njalla 

Quan. I told him that we had to start investing in the 

youths. We dissolved Akada Sports, created NQSA 

and started building the team from the junior cate-

gory. They succeeded in going into Division I. I 

spent most of my coaching life in NQSA, so I know 

everything about the NQSA. 

What memories do you hold of Late Henry Njalla 

Quan’s attachment to soccer? 

Henry Njalla Quan was so passionate. He was a vi-

“My main target now is to grab the 2016 African Cup of Nations” 

Coach Enow Ngachu, how did you get into training 

soccer teams?  

Honestly, I never dreamt of becoming a soccer coach. 

My dream as an adolescent was to become a police offi-

cer like my late Dad, Ngachu Baye John, who taught in 

the National Police Schools in Mutengene and Yaounde. 

In fact, my father encouraged me to become a police 

officer but my mother was against. In 1998, coinciden-

tally, I passed competitive entrance examinations into 

the National Institute for Youth and Sports, INJS, and 

the Higher Police School. I had to choose because it was 

a tussle between my Dad, on one side, who preferred the 

Police School and, on the other side, my mum, my elder 

sister, Kate, and the rest of the family. My Dad was 

alone. So I rather preferred to go to INJS. It also hap-

pened that I was also a very good footballer. I soon dis-

covered that while playing, I was interested in coaching. 

I remember that when Coach Alexandre Belinga was 

training me, I always asked him so many questions on 

coaching decisions. He would explain and always give 

one or two tips. So, while I played not only for my col-

lege team, Sable of Batié and Victoria United of Limbe, 

amongst others,  I was so curious and started liking 

coaching especially when I graduated from the Univer-

sity of Yaounde I and entered INJS.  

Are you saying that Coach Belinga was your 

“godfather” in football in general and coaching in 

particular? 

Coach Belinga opened my eyes. He made me to like 

coaching. However, my godfather in soccer coaching 

was Sadi Jean Pierre because while I played for Victoria 

United in the Division One Soccer Championship, Sadi 

saw some skills in me and his attention was drawn to the 

types of questions that I usually asked. He advised me to 

stop playing and I had to work with him. He gave me 

Akada Sports soccer team where I was in charge of the 

junior teams. Akada Sports later became Njalla Quan 
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sionary. After I lost my Dad, he became my second 

Dad. Each morning at breakfast before he went to his 

office, I had a one-hour discussion with him concerning 

the NQSA. He appointed me as Technical Director. I 

was there for about 12 years. Today, it is rather unfor-

tunate that NQSA is dying.  

Do you sometimes feel like you want to go back as 

coach? 

Of course, I often have that urge to go back but I al-

ways help them materially and financially when they 

are in difficulties because I always think that NQSA is 

part of my life. I am sure that one day I would go back 

and help the team. In 2013, I had to leave for Yong 

Sports Academy in Bamenda as coach and manager. 

Which you also abandoned, Coach Enow Ngachu… 

I discovered that I was never there. I had been ap-

pointed Coach of the Lionesses in 2010. When I left 

Yong Sports Academy, it was because I wanted to con-

centrate on the Lionesses and sacrifice for the nation. 

When you took over the Lionesses, what was the 

level of popularity of female soccer in Cameroon? 

Female soccer was popular but not to a certain degree. 

When I took over the Lionesses, I had a vision, I had a 

plan, I had a project. I came out with that project and 

submitted it to the authorities and they accepted it. 

Luckily enough, I was in charge not only of the senior 

team but also of the Under-20 and the Under-17 which 

I created. I am the first coach of the Junior and Under-

17 National Female soccer teams and I focused on the 

Under-17. They are the ones making Cameroonians 

proud today. In 2007 when I was the deputy coach, we 

reached the final during the Female African Cup of Na-

tions in South Africa but we were beaten by Nigeria. I 

discovered that the team was talented but ageing. When 

I was appointed as Head Coach I had to change things. 

So I focused mostly in the U-17 team. When I first took 

the U-17 players to the African Cup of Nations, they 

were very young but to me the tournament was just an 

experimental exercise. Everybody said, “Enow, you 

cannot take such a young team to such a competition”. 

But I insisted and I was shocked with our perform-

ances. We reached the semi-finals and we were 

amongst the best four in 2008. In 2010, the same girls 

reached semi-finals again and I knew we were already 

a mature team. That was why in 2011, the team came 

first in Africa with a Gold Medal in the All Africa 

Games that held in Maputo, Mozambique. They put up 

thrilling performances in the 2012 London Olympic 

Games, the 2014 finals of the African Cup of Nations 

and were eighth finalists in the World Cup tournament 

in Vancouver, ending with a Silver Medal in the just-

ended 2015 All Africa Games in Brazzaville, Congo. 

We owe our results today to the 2008 U-17 team. Our 

main target now is the 2016 African Cup of Nations. 

What are the strengths of your team? 

Solidarity and team work because we do not really 

have individual talents as such. 

We have seen you make tactical changes that bring 

results. You seem to have solutions even in very dif-

ficult encounters. What is the secret behind your 

coaching? 

I am grateful to God for always making it possible for 

me to make the right changes. Each time, I go the field 

of play, I always ask God to give me the victory, no 

injury and to give me that spirit to make the right 

changes at the right moment. That is why you see me 

making right changes during encounters. I know how to 

read the game and maybe that is the strength God gave 

me and I just want to be thankful. 

Your performances have put you on the global 

scene. What do you make of several coaching jobs 

which you are being offered across the world? 

I do not want to talk about the contacts I have right 

now. It is true that after the World Cup in Vancouver, 

many of those clubs requesting my services were disap-

“Solidarity and teamwork consti-
tute the strength of this team” 

      Sports 
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I have been trained to coach any soccer team; male or 

female. Before going to the Lionesses, I was coaching 

male teams. I have never trained female teams except 

the national team. Most of the teams that contact me 

are male teams. I think I have done a lot. I went to the 

USA for another training course. This means that I can 

train both female and male teams. In Cameroon, I 

amongst the five CAF instructors that can train both 

male and female coaches. In Cameroon, I am the only 

CAF instructor in male and female football. 

What are your projects for female soccer? 

Most of the girls that took part in the last World Cup 

had not been present in the past competitions. I started 

training home-based players because I knew that at a 

certain level, I will not be able to have the star players 

all the time. So I started training home-based players 

and I decided to take those players to Brazzaville. 

Looking at our performances, we reached the final and 

came back with the Silver medal. I have a vision be-

cause I know that after 2016, most of the players that 

participated in the last World Cup will stop playing. I 

want to assure Cameroonians that even if I am not 

there tomorrow, I have prepared the squad that can 

still continue to play until 2020 because I did a great 

job already by going around the country selecting the 

best players. Today, I have about 50 home-based play-

ers.  

How do you manage your career and the family? 

It is difficult especially for my family because I am 

never there, especially when kids have problems in 

school. My daughter, Kate, came back from school 

one day and said her teacher wanted to see me, with-

out being able to tell me why. When I reported, the 

teacher told me nothing but asked several questions 

such as, “Are you the coach?” and so on. It had noth-

ing to do with school. Embarrassingly, each time we 

had problems in the house, my daughter will inform 

the teacher and I discovered I had no private life. The 

teacher was always asking questions to my daughter 

about my whereabouts: “Is your father at home?”, 

“Has he left already?” and my daughter always gave 

the right information. I wanted to put an end to that. 

Once, I spent more than five days in the house and my 

daughter came back from school one afternoon and 

inquired “Are you still here?”, “Are you not going?” 

She’s very curious.                      Lionel GEBAH  

“I always ask God to 
give me the victory, no 
injury and that spirit to 
make the right changes 
at the right moment.”  

Sports 
pointed with the preparation our team had before the 

match against Ghana. After the World Cup, we were 

somehow abandoned and it was only two days before 

the encounter that we entered into a training camp. 

Many clubs wrote and told me to come. I said “No” be-

cause I had a challenge.  

What is that challenge? 

My main target now is to grab the African Cup of Na-

tions in 2016 which will be played in Cameroon. After 

2016, then I will decide. In fact, God will decide. I have 

many contacts not only abroad but also in Cameroon.  

What is your take on the treatment meted out to this 

female soccer team by authorities? 

It used to be worse but authorities have been making a 

lot of efforts. It is true that they can do more than that. 

At times, we have difficulties but we cannot do other-

wise than just talking to the girls to make them under-

stand that after everything, playing is a career. They are 

not playing for the authorities.  

Some of your players have become so successful in 

clubs abroad… 

Yes, and I am very happy today because I have more 

than 25 professionals and this has had a positive impact 

on their social lives. When I sit back and watch some of 

their games I feel like they are my children. 

And how do they perceive you? 

As their father. Each time they have difficulties, they 

call me. Sometimes, I go to their homes to solve prob-

lems such as family problems, or even love-related 

problems with their boyfriends. 

What drives this rare sense of patriotism that is seen 

in you? 

Cameroon gave me everything. I obtained a scholarship 

thanks to Cameroon. I went to Germany and they paid 

for everything. That is the reason why I always want to 

carry the flag because I believe that I owe what I am to-

day to Cameroon. I think we should cultivate that spirit 

of patriotism because we are first of all Cameroonians. 

That is why I always say that even if we have difficul-

ties, we should always put the flag first. 

What is your relationship with other coaches? 

We are on very good terms especially because I am a 

CAF (African Football Confederation) instructor and I 

also train coaches. We often exchange after tourna-

ments.  

Cameroon’s Football Federation, FECAFOOT, has a 

new leadership. Do you see any hopes for female soc-

cer in Cameroon? 

According to the new president, Tombi à Roko, empha-

sis will also be laid on the development of female soc-

cer. I know he has promised to that and I know he is 

very hard-working. We pray that God will see him 

through and we will help him to achieve. 

If you were to be given the male Indomitable Lions 

to manage, will you yield same results? 
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Lazare  

Adingono  

Boosting Cameroonian Basketball  
With several continental basketball tournaments to his credit, the former basketball player and  

current Head Coach of the Basketball Indomitable Lions is ambitious. 

 

C 
ameroonians’ attention was focused on the 

Afrobasket continental jamboree that recently 

held in Tunis, Tunisia, and as usual, they en-

deavoured to push their team to victory in 

every game. Amidst the thrilling performances, Team 

Coach Lazare Adingono stood out as a brilliant and 

promising coach whose commitment and style betrayed 

his American training. Basketball in Cameroon had re-

mained in the shadows until Lazare Adingono took the 

national team as Head Coach during the FIBA Afrobas-

ket tournament in 2007 when they lost in the final to 

Angola, thus winning the Silver medal. In 2008, Lazare 

Adingono was Head Coach for the National Team at the 

FIBA Olympic Qualifying Tournament in Athens, 

Greece.  During the 2011 Afrobasket tournament in 

Madagascar, the lions put up a great performance until 

the semi-finals when they lost to Angola. In 2013, he led 

the team to Afrobasket tournament in Abidjan, Côte 

d’Ivoire. Thanks to his prowess, Cameroonians discov-

ered a wealth of players such as Gaston Essengue, Pat-

rick Bouli, Luc Richard Mbah à Mouté and Parfait Bitee 

and several others. 

Lazare Adingono was born November 1, 1978 in 

Yaounde and basketball became his favourite sports. As 

a basketball player, he played with BEAC team in 

Yaounde, Athletic Warriors and Mercure teams in 

Douala. He was Captain of the National Basketball 

team before leaving for the United States of America 

in 1999 to pursue his studies and played Basketball 

until when he graduated in 2003. He first enrolled in 

the Rhodes Island University and was co-captain be-

tween 2002 and 2003. In 2002, he obtained a profes-

sional licence in Gallos De Pelea team in Juarez, Mex-

ico. He left to play in Luxemburg and Holland before 

returning to the University of Rhodes Island Univer-

      Sports 
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sity in USA in 2004 as Associate Head Coach of the bas-

ketball team. From 2006 to 2009, Lazare Adingono was 

deputy head coach for basketball in the Canisius College 

and later in the Wyoming University in the USA. He also 

trained AS de Sale in Morocco before coaching Petro At-

letico of Luanda in Angola in May 2012. Measuring over 

two metres in height, he is a member of FIBA Africa’s 

Academy of Trainers and his name is inscribed in the Af-

rican Basketball Hall of Fame. He is married and father of 

several children.                                       Lionel GEBAH 

Sports 



 

Success Story 

Miesha 

Alexandria  

Blackshear  

Cameroon’s  

New  

Basketball  

Pearl 

The US-born Cameroonian distinguished herself during FIBA’s recent Female AfroBasket  

tournament in Yaounde.  

T 
he epicentre of Africa’s female basketball  

was in Yaounde for close to two weeks as bas-

ketball teams from the continent disputed the 

most coveted orange ball trophy. If little was 

known about the game by the masses who remained 

glued to their TV sets or present physically in the Multi-

purpose sports complex where the event held, even less 

was known of Cameroon’s point guard, Meisha Alexan-

dria Blackshear. Her lioness fighting spirit and talent not 

only sought media attention but admiration that earned 

her a place in the hearts of Cameroonians. Her speedy 

manoeuvres and spectacular blocks in the rear, did not 

go unnoticed and boosted the nuclear capacity of her 

team especially against Mali on the second day of the 

tournament right up to the final game that Cameroon 

lost to Senegal. In future, many agree, Meisha will re-

main a force to reckon with especially as Cameroon still 

looks forward to disputing FIBA’s Olympic Qualifying 

Tournament for Women in 2016 for Rio de Janeiro 

Olympics. 

In effect, Meisha was playing with the Cameroon jersey 

for her first time. Born to American parents on January 

29, 1988, she has naturalized as a Cameroonian to help  

the country put up thrilling performances. Information 

gathered during the competition say she was attracted to 

the idea when she was invited by her once team mate 

Ramsès Lonlack with whom she played in Dallas, 

Texas. The 27-year old who reportedly played for Dal-

las Diesel Club has not only become one of Head 

Coach Alain Zedong’s fiercest markswomen but also 

Cameroon’s pearl in basketball. Alongside team cap-

tain Amina Njonkou, Ramsès Lonlack, Priscillia Mbi-

andja, Siloise Gano or Sandrine Ayangma, Meisha 

Blackshear is set for a bright future playing with Cam-

eroon and instilling American knowhow in each game. 

“I am very honoured to be here. At the end of the day, 

I just came to represent Cameroon the best way I can," 

she told FIBA.com.                          Vanessa MBONG 

      Sports 



 

Ethel Emade  

Esabe 

Events Management Guru 
Her cakes and innovative sense of  organisation are singling her out as one  Cameroon’s fast-rising  

entrepreneurs in the events management sector.  

and success also lie in her background. Ethel was 

born in Bamenda, North West Region, where she, 

during her childhood, captured basic principles of 

cultural beauty and design even though her parents 

hailed from Bangem in the Kupe Muanenguba Divi-

sion. Her classmates of Saker Baptist College in the 

seaside resort town of Limbe and Government High 

School Nyasoso as well as the University of 

Yaounde II, already saw an artist in culinary arts and 

events organisation emerging in Ethel. When she 

emerged as the overall winner of the first-ever Cake 

Competition in 2005 in Limbe, the stage was set for 

young Ethel to become a success in events manage-

ment. Today, Ethel continues to organise events and 

mentor youths interesting in making it in the sector 

while pursuing studies to earn a Master’s degree in 

Sustainable Management.  

                                      Vanessa MBONG 

Events Management 

Success Story 

I 
n the yesteryears, the organisation of private 

ceremonies such as weddings, birthdays, funer-

als, promotions or graduations, was managed 

by the families or individuals concerned. To-

day, the increasing number of professionals operat-

ing in events management confirms the need for 

more colourful celebrations. Ethel Emade Esabe, a 

hardworking Cameroonian woman, understood this 

as far back as her adolescence while she accompa-

nied her Mum who had already made it her business. 

But Ethel is adding ingenuity, creativity to talent. 

Her fascinating cake designs and fairy tale wedding 

ceremonies  have given her reputation across the 

South West Region in particular where she based. 

Shuttling between Kumba where her events manage-

ment firm, Ethesa Ceremonials, is based and Buea 

where she resides, Ethel endeavours to meet up with 

services requested by her growing number of clients.  

Several friends to Ethel have confided that her talent 



Ethel Emade Esabe, you are one of the rising suc-

cess stories in the events management business in 

Cameroon. How did you there? 

Decoration, cooking, planning and running events are 

fun to me even before being a business. It is virtually 

difficult for me to say it all started at this time and at 

this place. I could best explain it in this phrase; "It is 

my life". My mom was super creative. Handicraft was 

part of our life as kids because Mum involved us in all 

her activities. Sometimes, her services were free of 

charge especially to friends and family. But often too, 

her services were paid for. Even though she passed on 

some 23 years ago, she had sowed a seed in us that 

was bound to blossom. My Dad also is one of the most 

innovative persons I know. I think we all carry the 

genes and I have always made and marketed little 

stuffs; from pancakes to hand-made greeting cards, 

amongst others. But the climax was during my Uni-

versity days. My Dad had gone on retirement about 

that time with three of us in the University and junior 

siblings too. As a single-handed parent with a lot of 

extended family responsibilities, my Dad gave us his 

all but more was needed. Then, I started processing 

the idea of petty trading to make ends meet.  

Cake-baking was one of the things that clicked fastest. 

I started with the cup-sized cakes which I sold for 

FCFA 100 each. I baked them overnight using my 

plate gas cooker and cooking pot. In the morning, I 

carried them to class. Demand increased so rapidly 

      Events Management 

“I Once Used My School 
Fees To Buy A  

Gas Oven ” 

that I needed to get an oven but didn't have the capital. 

So, I took a risk of using my school fees for the next se-

mester to make up for the capital I needed for the oven. 

Luckily before the deadline for fees to be paid, the cake 

business had blossomed and I paid the fees with ease. 

Before I knew it, I was having commands for birthdays 

and other events. Often, I would volunteer to assist in 

events for decor and planning. All these experiences cre-

ated a roadmap for me to run my own business. Today, 

Ethesa Ceremonials is a registered events company with 

permanent and adhoc workers. We plan and manage 

events, decor, cakes, catering and rentals. 

How wide is the market or demand for your cakes? 

Cakes are needed for a wide variety of events and more 

people are seeing the need to celebrate. So I can say the 

market is readily available. Birthday cakes are what we 

do often. We also do for weddings, graduation and other 

celebrations now and often. We are mindful of the 

fast evolution in the art of cake-making and we embark 

on skill-building in order to stay in the market. I think 

we are doing pretty well in it and will do much more 

better in the near future. 

You have a wide range of unique cake designs. What 

inspires your designs?  

Several factors do influence our designs. I could name 

the nature of the party, the client’s command or the re-

sources available, amongst others. But I enjoy the art 

more when I am given a free-hand to innovate. That’s 

Success Story 

Ethel Emade Esabe, CEO,  Ethesa Ceremonials 
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when I am at my best. As a matter of fact, I once partici-

pated in a maiden Cake Competition in 2005 organised 

in Limbe by The Steward, a Limbe-based NGO. There 

were nine categories in the competition. Participants 

were from Littoral and South West Provinces. I went in 

for the Innovative and Novelty categories. My intention 

was mainly to have an opportunity to network with oth-

ers in same field. That notwithstanding, I put in my best. 

I designed a “Thatch House” cake for the Innovative 

competition and a “Guitar” cake for the Novelty compe-

tition. Guess what? I emerged first in both categories 

and also overall first in the nine competitions. What 

made the victory sweet were the challenges I went 

through in order to participate. The POST newspaper 

even had an online publication on it.  

How does Ethesa Ceremonials organise weddings, 

birthdays, graduations and similar events, to give 

participants unforgettable moments?    

Weddings and other events are not about Ethesa but it is 

about the clients. Some come with a concept and we 

build on it while others come blank and we help them 

develop a concept and bring it to life. At the end, we 

make sure their events reflect their dreams. That way, it 

leaves an unforgettable pleasant memory. 

How much would the organisation of each of these 

events cost? 

Cost is generally determined by the concept. So, it is 

difficult to attach a cost for a particular kind of event. 

People celebrate differently. The bottom line is we 

get to forecast a cost after understanding the con-

cept. Then we see how it can be adjusted based on 

the affordability of our client. 

How competitive is the events management busi-

ness today and what is Ethesa Ceremonials doing 

to stay at the top? 

Ethesa is running a  five-in-one business, even 

though they all fall within the confines of Events 

Planning and Management, Decoration, Cakes, Ca-

tering and Rentals. They are all getting very com-

petitive by the day because you find an influx of so 

many people into the business. But I am positive 

about competition because it pushes one to work 

harder. We focus on good customer services and 

quality as our competitive advantage, and we do not 

relent our efforts in advertising. The social media 

has been of great assistance in this light. You can 

find us on Facebook as Ethesa Ceremonials. Our 

website is under construction and will be launched 

by the end of the year.  

“I was overall first  
during a cake competition  

organised in Limbe  
in 2005 ” 

“People celebrate differently so our costs vary”  
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There are lots of young Cameroonians who are lost 

and discouraged in their quest for a professional or 

income-generating activity. Do you find time to in-

spire or train other young Cameroonians? 

Yes. Cameroon has a very youthful population but it is 

sad to observe that potentials and talents are buried. 

However, things are changing but more efforts are re-

quired. It is high-time parents start telling their kids to 

"get some education and go start a business" than the 

usual "get some education and go look for a job". I am 

passionate about inspiring and training young people 

any day, anytime. For those who have an interest in 

what I do, I teach them for free. That's my own way of 

giving back and it is so fulfilling. The CEO of Masters 

Ceremonials, Mr Ashu Arrey, is one of the persons I 

personally coach. Today, he is well-established in the 

events industry. He is one of my strong-

est collaborators and we network. There are a lot more 

of them. For several years now, I am a volunteer re-

source person to the Women Empowerment and the 

Family Centre in Kumba. Actually, there is a potential 

business that can be developed from every passion. It 

is all about knowing how to transform an idea in to a 

business. 

Some persons who have watched you working say 

you are tireless. Where do you draw your energy 

from? 

Yes. I am naturally a physically strong and energetic 

person; almost a workaholic. Sometimes, I am 

teased by friends who ask if I do drug myself. Be-

sides the fact that I am naturally strong, I try to get 

enough rest after every tedious work in order to re-

cuperate. I seldom taste alcohol and I exercise physi-

cally too. But another main reason why I am able to 

do as much as I do is the fact that I have a very solid 

sense of organization. My action plans are always in 

place and I limit procrastination as much as possible. 

How about academics? 

I did my secondary education in Saker Baptist Col-

lege Limbe, Government High School Nyasoso be-

fore proceeding to the University of Yaounde II, the 

Cameroon Bible Institute and Pan-African Institute 

of Development for West Africa. I read Law for an 

undergraduate degree, had Postgraduate Diploma in 

“I am naturally a physically strong and energetic person ” 



Development Management and Diplomas in Human Re-

source Management, Entrepreneurship, Christian Leader-

ship. Presently, I am dragging with a Master’s in Sustain-

able Development. Alongside, I have been doing some 

crash online courses in Events Management with some in-

stitutions abroad. 

What do you do for leisure? 

I just love staying at home in a cozy, beautiful and quiet en-

vironment. I lazy in bed, brainstorm a lot, read, eat good 

food, listen to some music and follow up current events 

around the globe. I have a keen interest in politics. A good 

company too can be tolerated if not I rather just spend the 

time being the melancholic me. 

Most people will likely have a wrong first impression of me 

and take me for a very public person. That is not me at all. 

My business is what puts me out there. Out of Ethesa activi-

ties, I keep to my space most of the time. I am not very 

much into social groupings but I create time to attend my 

Saker Class meetings whenever I can and attend church pro-

grams. I enjoy date nights occasionally too. Summarily, I 

enjoy a little of many things about life. 

Thanks for chatting with Success Story E-Mag… 

Thank you so much for the opportunity to express myself. I 

hope my story inspires someone. Ethesa Ceremonials has its 

doors open anytime for any further en-

counter. And for anyone interested, you 

can trust us with your events at 

662366739 or 673557735.  

 

  By Vanessa MBONG 

 

“I am passionate about 
inspiring and training 
young people any day, 
anytime. For those who 
have an interest in what 

I do, I teach them for 
free. That's my own way 
of giving back and it is 

so fulfilling.”  

“Most people will likely 
have a wrong first impres-
sion of me and take me for 
a very public person. That 

is not me at all. My  
business is what puts  

me out there.” 
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              Beauty 

T 
he 2015 edition of Miss Africa USA pageant has come and gone in 

Maryland but leaving some feeling of astonishment amongst fans 

on what lies behind the pageant’s success since the first edition 

was organised in 2005 in Atlanta, Georgia. All hypotheses devised 

to answer that question share as common factor the organisational skills and 

vision of a woman; Lady Kate Atabong Ndi.  

Relentless, creative, entertaining and exceptionally equipped with a rare kind 

of love for Africa, Cameroonian-born Lady Kate Ndi, has made Miss Africa 

USA as well as Miss Cameroon USA, two beauty labels that count in the Af-

rican community in the USA. Little wonder why sponsors are thronging her 

initiative which year after year blossoms with unparalleled entertainment. 

Growing from strength to strength, Miss Africa USA showcases beauty and 

brains of the most pretty African girls residing in the USA. Nigerian-

American, Frances Udukwu was crowned Queen of the 2015 edition that saw 

over 25 delegates compete in various competitions during a gala at the Fill-

more Performing Arts Center in Silver Spring, Maryland. A public health 

professional, Frances showed skills in a variety of domains leaving the mem-

bers of the jury and spectators astonished.  The First Runner-up, Fatoumata 

Sy from Guinea, is a full-time journalism student while the Second Runner-

up was Ghanaian-born Akua Tokunboh; a qualified Pharmacist from Kansas.  

Ten years showcasing African beauty in the USA, Lady Kate Ndi navigates 

between being the healthcare professional, Maryland Governor’s Commis-

sioner on African Affairs, mother of two and devoted wife to another Camer-

oonian, Jerome Ndi, to pulverize obstacles and line up achievements. Many 

see her as a role model for young African ladies in the Diaspora aiming at 

meaningful lives.                                             Joyce LEFANG 

10 years  

Showcasing  

African Beauty  

In the USA 

Lady Kate  

Ndi 

Founder of Miss Africa USA and Miss Cameroon USA pageants, Lady Kate 

Ndi has become a role model for young Africa women in the Diaspora  

because she offers a platform for them to emerge as goodwill leaders.   

Success Story 



“The fundamental philosophy and  
founding principle of the pageant is to empower young  

African girls by fostering leadership  
abilities and promoting goodwill.”   

Beauty 

Lady Kate, how do you assess the event 

recently organised to celebrate 10 years of 

Miss Africa USA in Maryland?  

First of all, I wish to thank Success Story 

Magazine for the great comeback and pray 

for God’s blessing and sustainability of such 

great work that you do.  August 2015 indeed 

was the historical 10th anniversary of the 

Miss Africa USA Pageant; 10 years of em-

powering young African women leaders, 10 

years of showcasing African beauty, culture, 

traditions and 10 years of building our Dias-

pora community.  It was a huge success that 

spanned through a whole week of various 

activities, with highlights including a 

Women’s Leadership Luncheon, a Women’s 

Entrepreneurial Luncheon, a Traditional 

Dance and Talent contest, Public Speaking 

competition and the Grand Finale. It sure be-

gan with a bang and ended with a bang. I 

give God the Glory. I owe this success to the 

great team that I am blessed to work with 

every year and to the amazing young ladies 

who experience the pageant every year.  It is 

about them more than it is about me.  I am 

just carrying through a vision but the work is 

a huge task undertaken by numerous people 

who contribute their time and effort and to-

gether, we make it happen. This is the reason 

why I felt it was so important to recognise 

those who have sacrificed their time for the 

pageant over the years with an Award and 

Honor of Selfless Service. These awards 

were given out during our Reception Event 

hosted by the Embassy of Ethiopia.  

What has been the impact of Miss Africa 

USA pageant since you founded the con-

cept? 

I could list for you a whole bunch of success 

stories about the pageant. This could be 

measured in what I have observed and what 

others have experienced. They let me know 

through feedback in letters. This adds to 

what they say when they meet you and the 

numerous recognitions I have received over 

the years.  I will list just some key impactful 

experiences that will remain in people’s 

hearts for a long time.  

Success Story 
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First, the fundamental philosophy and founding princi-

ple of the pageant is to empower young African girls 

by fostering leadership abilities and promoting good-

will.  I have seen the transformation of girls who walk 

into an audition barely able to introduce themselves 

and by the time they compete at the Finals and get on 

that stage, they are professionals in public speaking 

and advocacy.  Africa has numerous social issues and 

here we are empowering girls to become the voice of 

the voiceless, raising awareness and taking real action 

towards making a difference to those in need. I think 

this is the most powerful legacy of Miss Africa USA. 

The pageant has helped to build and foster a stronger 

Africa Diaspora community. As one of the most 

highly anticipated African events in the United States, 

the pageant cuts across all African communities who 

come together to share and celebrate the continent 

through culture, fashion, music, dance and just take 

pride in our heritage.  It has been an educational chan-

nel for non-Africans to learn about African culture and 

most people who attend pageant activities always 

leave with great sense of belonging, great sense of the 

African experience.  

What inspired you to create this pageant in 2005? 

I was inspired by my mother, whom I watched grow-

ing up in Cameroon back in the days when she was 

leading various women’s organizations from the 

Church to the community.  Our home became a meet-

ing place every Sunday for women’s groups and she 

was always at the forefront for years until her retire-

ment from active duty.  She always taught me that my 

life will never be complete if I only think about my-

self. She taught me to help others.  When I came to the 

United States in 2002, soon as I settled down and got 

my career going, I felt it was right for me to take on 

something that will become a legacy, something that 

will really impact society. Since I love working with 

women and I also saw the potential of our young 

women being raised in America with endless opportu-

nities to grow and to give back, I knew it was the right 

time and the right thing to do. Miss Africa USA was 

born. 

Looking back at its evolution, what have been your 

challenges, frustrations and memorable moments? 

It has been quite a journey, the 10 years have come 

“Africa has numerous  
social issues and here we  

are empowering girls to become  
the voice of the voiceless, raising  
awareness and taking real action  
towards making a difference to  

those in need. I think this is  
the most powerful  

legacy of  
Miss Africa USA.” 
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and gone so fast, I did not even realise it until to-

wards the end of 2014 when it started to ring a bell 

in my ears that for real it is going be 10 years.  

Challenge seems to have become my invisible last 

name and I love challenges because they push me 

to new limits I never knew I could ever reach and 

survive.  Financial challenges have crept in year 

after year. Running some years with just one or 

two sponsors, that meant dipping into my own 

personal funds to make it work. This is what peo-

ple do not understand that the Pageant is a mighty 

financial commitment. As the leader, I have had to 

improvise and find alternate means of sponsorship 

and funding to create sustainability.  A lot of or-

ganizations rise and fall after a couple of years be-

cause of financial difficulties but I was blessed to 

quickly realise how to work on a small budget and 

how to survive without funding from sponsors.  

What actually keeps me going is the fact that I 

look back at some of the memorable moments and 

it brings joy to my heart and I get a sense of ful-

fillment.  God has really blessed me and placed 

me in the middle of the lives of so many young 

girls who go through the pageant every year from 

all over Africa. They look at me as a role model. 

Some call me Mummy Lady Kate, Mummy Kate 

etc and it means so much to me. I keep praying to 

God to use me as a vessel to do His Will, to em-



Back then, I never dreamed of 

anything on the scale of Africa, I 

just wanted to develop a nice little 

program for my little community 

in Georgia.  I did my first Pageant 

in 2004 with 12 Cameroonian 

young girls. Those who attended 

loved it so much that the excite-

ment in the room was off the 

chain. As small as our community 

in Atlanta was back then, of course it became the talk 

of the town. Some people were very positive and oth-

ers were just badmouthing and it made gossip head-

lines for a good period. I was so disappointed by the 

negative things that were said whereas other communi-

ties were approaching me to open it up so I immedi-

ately seized the opportunity to grow and also because I 

did not want to deal with a community that was not 

ready for something positive.  I later found out that 

Cameroonians in general have a very negative percep-

tion of Pageants and I don’t want to repeat what they 

used to say to me. 

I stopped doing Miss Cameroon USA after that first 

year and launched Miss Africa USA. I challenged my-

self to make Miss Africa USA so successful and edu-

cate Cameroonians about pageants that it is not what 

they think. However, I promised myself that one day 

down the road, Miss Cameroon USA will be born 

again when the community will be ready for it.  2014 

Beauty 

“ Beyond the beauty and glamour, beyond the glitz and red carpets, the dancing and 
singing, these girls are real. They need love, they give love, they want to be the best 
and give of themselves, they seek avenues to reach out and be a blessing to our com-

munities. That is what distinguishes Miss Africa USA from all other pageants.” 

Success Story 

power and to love.  I have listened to their stories, 

sometimes with tears in my eyes and I have found 

words of comfort for them.  Those are some of the 

very special moments I will never forget.  Beyond the 

beauty and glamour, beyond the glitz and red carpets, 

the dancing and singing, these girls are real, they need 

love, they give love, they want to be the best and give 

of themselves, they seek avenues to reach out and be a 

blessing to our communities. That is what distin-

guishes Miss Africa USA from all other pageants. 

What then justified the creation of Miss Cameroon 

USA and how is this impacting on your native 

country, Cameroon? 

Oh wow, I knew this was coming. Actually Miss 

Cameroon USA was born in 2004 in Atlanta, Georgia. 
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was the re-launch of that dream and it 

was so beautiful, it brought tears to my 

eyes. I finally got the joy of working 

with groups of young Cameroonian 

girls and it feels different.  

Miss Cameroon USA is a Youth Am-

bassador with an agenda to impact the 

youth in Cameroon, promote education 

and support a cause that is close to her 

heart.  The first Queen Nora Ndemazia 

made her maiden mission to Cameroon 

earlier this year where she worked with 

orphans one to one, visited schools and 

donated school supplies, sat with students 

in their classrooms and encouraged them 

to take their education seriously. She was 

also able to pay school fees by giving out 

scholarships to students in elementary school who 

were being kicked out of class for non payment of 

school fees. 

Vinielle Acha-Morfaw was crowned this year as Miss 

Cameroon USA 2015. She is currently working on her 

charity mission trip to Cameroon where she will be 

working not only with children in schools but will be 

raising awareness on Cancer which is her platform. 

She will be speaking to Women’s groups across Cam-

eroon to teach the basics of Cancer Awareness and 

early detection.  She is excited and very involved with 

the planning.  She will be in Cameroon early 2016 and 

I hope Success Story Magazine will follow her jour-

ney. 

You are Maryland Governor’s Commissioner on 

African Affairs. How is your role perceived in the 

African community in Maryland?  

I remember when I was appointed two years ago as the 

Governor’s Commissioner on African Affairs, it was a 

very big deal for me because I have been working with 

the African community for so long and this just kind 

of came as the icing on the cake.  To serve in an Advi-

sory committee and be responsible for advocating for 

your community is a major role I take very seriously.  

As a Liaison to between the African Community and 

the government of Maryland, you are the middle per-

son. On one hand you receive information about poli-

cies of the Governor, resources available that the com-

munity needs to know and find ways to 

ensure the community is informed.  

The Commission holds several meet-

ings, informational sessions and activi-

ties to increase awareness and share 

information. Unfortunately, the African 

community is not very much together. 

We are separated by our countries but 

it is important to unite and become a 

strong force. It is quite a challenge but 

the Commission is working very hard 

to stay relevant and impact change.  I 

am very honored to serve as the Gover-

nor’s Commissioner. 

How do you succeed in carrying out 

these tasks of being Commissioner, 

Healthcare Professional, Mother, 

Wife, Beauty Pageant Promoter etc, 

Lady Kate. Where do you draw your 

energy and inspiration from? 

Thank you for this question.  I must say 

sometimes I call myself a survivor be-

cause I stretch myself beyond the lim-

its. The thing is, you don’t know your 

limits until you get there and realize 

that is not even a limit for you, that 

God will make you cross those 

boundaries that mankind has placed on 

you.  I am deeply spiritual about this when people 

ask me these questions.  I used to ask myself why 

do people always ask me “Lady Kate, how do you 

do it?”  I know that it is not my mind alone, it is not 

my body alone, there is God and because I believe, 

“I am very honored to 
serve as Maryland 

Governor’s  
Commissioner on  
African Affairs.”  

“God will make you cross 

those boundaries that  

mankind has placed on 

you.”  

“I love my life and I am living it 
to the fullest.  I owe all my  

Blessings to God who makes all 
things possible.”  

Success Story 
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He Makes it Possible despite all the odds, He makes it happen 

for me.  I am a very proud mother, I love my two Lil Angels 

Livita and Embelle Njeuma.  I am a new wife, still enjoying 

honeymoon with my loving husband Mr. Jerome Ndi, after a 

year of taking the vows, we are still living like we just met 

yesterday and adore each other. I am a healthcare professional 

and community advocate.  I love my life and I am living it to 

the fullest.  I owe all my Blessings to God who makes all 

things possible.  Only God can really answer this question for 

me because I beat my own expectations of myself.  I can write 

a book on how I navigate through difficult times and chal-

lenges but no one would believe me but here I am. It is not 

magic, it is God’s way that I will be this way.  I want to thank 

my wonderful husband, my children, My Mom Mrs Anastasia 

Atabong, my sister Constance Nkwantah, My Brothers Valen-

tine and Nobert Atabong, for bearing with me.  I just want to 

thank everyone who has been there for me, my friends, my 

fans, my sponsors, my affiliates, my team members, my An-

gels in heaven, I know that God made our paths cross at the 

crossroads. I say thank you even to Success Story Magazine 

for this opportunity to open up and air out to your readers.  I 

am deeply humbled. 

How is your country Cameroon gaining from your suc-

cesses? 

Wow! that is a question for Cameroon to answer. I know that 

“I am a very proud mother. I love my two 
little angels: Livita and Embelle Njeuma.  

I am a new wife, still enjoying honey-
moon with my loving husband, Mr. 

Jerome Ndi” 

I am a very proud Cameroonian-American, born 

and raised in Limbe, Cameroon, the country that 

gave me the foundation on which I stand and will 

forever remain humbled and ready to serve and 

lift up its name, raise the flag.  Everything I do, 

everything I have done and will continue to do, 

Cameroon gets the credit. If you consider me 

worthy of a Success Story then Cameroon is suc-

ceeding and that is how Cameroon is gaining 

from my success. Going down a list of impactful 

projects in Cameroon, I want your readers to re-

member the Cameroon Medical Mission I led, 2 

years in a row, advocating for the sick in Camer-

oon, I rallied Cameroonians to set up the Bright 

Fund which helped to fern for the sick children in 

Cameroon. As Founder of Miss Cameroon USA, 

mentoring young Cameroonian girls to not forget 

where they came from and use their platforms to 

uplift their communities. AS Commissioner on 

African Affairs, I am also working on programs 

that will further advance our country’s relation-

ship with the United States. 

Which new ideas for the future are brewing in 

Lady Kate’s mind?  

Lady Kate is always brewing something you 

know that right? There are some things in the 

pipeline and in God’s time they will come to 

light.  I am just feeling blessed for what God has 

allowed me to do so far and with His 

Blessings and in His Time I will try 

to do more for my community at 

home and abroad. 

                         Joyce LEFANG 

“I am a very proud Cameroonian-American, 
born and raised in Limbe, Cameroon, the 

country that gave me the foundation on which 
I stand and will forever remain Humbled, 

ready to serve and lift up its name, raise the 
flag.  Everything I do, everything I have done 

and will continue to do, Cameroon gets the 
credit.”  

Success Story 
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Nfi 
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Emerging  

African  

Fashionista 

CEO and Founder of Kibonen NY fashion company in 2011, Kibonen Nfi defends  

Cameroon’s colours in New York with unique designs of clothing, accessories and  

footwear using not only the Cameroonian fabric, the Toghu, but other West African fabrics. 

A 
 new African fashion trend is blossoming 

in the United States of America. From 

New York, Cameroonian-born fashion de-

signer, Kibonen Nfi, at the helm of her Kibonen 

NY (KNY) fashion company is blending West Af-

rican and Cameroonian Fabrics to produce youth 

everyday outfits that fuse with splendor into New 

York’s vibrant fashion scene.  

Kibonen Nfi owes her emergence to a decision taken 

seven years ago as co-founder of KiRette Couture to 

contemporised one of the most delicate and intricate 

hand-woven traditional fabrics from the Western High-

lands and grassfields of Cameroon, the “Toghu”. Since 

2011, Kibonen has been running KNY to create cloth-

ing, accessories and footwear with unique designs 

borne from her aesthetic vision to create pieces that are 

increasingly loved by Africans particularly and exotic 

fashion fans around the world. Seeing a multitude of 

opportunities in this almost virgin territory, Kibonen 

Nfi is exploring her knowhow to upgrade her brand for 

greater recognition by the fashion industry and critics. 

This has wasted no time in coming since Kibonen NY 

was recently selected as one of the 12 featured design-

ers by the ITC Ethical Fashion Initiative in partnership 

with #EyesOnTalent fashion talent scouting agency. 

More so, Kibonen NY is one of the 200 designers 

around the world which featured in September 2015 

Vogue Italia’s special edition featuring Vogue Talents 

2015 Fashion Designers. The recognition is a milestone 

in Kibonen Nfi’s career since #EyesOnTalent is an 



Fashion 

online platform used by global design-led brands 

and publications to discover and connect with 

today’s best talent. Furthermore, many designers 

who share the distinction of being selected by 

ITC and #EyesOnTalent reportedly enjoy their 

designs being integrated into the style offices of 

the big brands of the group. Kibonen’s other rec-

ognitions include a nomination by Africa Fash-

ion International as Emerging Designer of the 

Year in 2013. She exhibited talent at the Art In-

stitutes Mercedes Benz Fashion Week NY SS15 

as well as Mercedes Benz Fashion Week Africa 

SS13 and SS14. She has also featured on several 

media such as BBC Focus on Africa, Forbes  

Africa and the New African Woman Magazine. 

Kibonen’s works have even been showcased at 

the National Museum of African Art – Smith-

sonian Institution.  The Kibonen NY brand aims 

to provide “a ready-to-wear sportswear line ca-

tering to the client who is confident in luxurious 

quirkiness, who is comfortable with an eye on 

construction details, and will travel the world through what 

they wear.”  

KNY is for the classy trend setter with a strong sense of style 

and a refined taste for contemporary and authentic “Africana 

clothing”. With such concepts in mind, Kibonen Nfi is set to 

succeed. Although her Dad still understands nothing of the 

career path chosen by Kibonen, her academic luggage speaks 

loud. Kibonen Nfi is a certified image consultant who holds a 

Master’s Degree in International Trade and Marketing at the 

Fashion Institute of Technology.  

Besides the Toghu, other traditional African fabrics explored 

by KNY include Wax prints, Tye-dye, Kanga and Bogolan. 

KNY has also moved beyond being styled a fashion lifestyle 

brand to become an ethical fashion brand. To that effect, 

KNY and some partners created the Cameroon Fashion Com-

mon Initiative Group. An ethical factory, “Made in Camer” 

was thus created as an independent, charity-based and ethical 

clothing production unit that supports local talent 

while providing employment to Cameroonians.  

                   

   David NKENG 

“KNY is for the classy trend setter with a strong sense of style and 
a refined taste for contemporary and authentic “Africana clothing”.  
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           Fashion 

 

“My goal was to create a more youthful and 
colorful attire which my people the world 
over, could wear with pride... It was in the 

summer of 2008 in the city of Bamenda 
when I decided to sport  

something colorful and distinctive - a con-
temporary summer dress I designed, in-

spired by my tribes traditional regalia, the 
Toghu. I received an overabundance of 

positive reviews and complements on this 
little summer dress and thus decided that I 

was going to turn the traditional Toghu 
into irresistible ready-to-wear pieces. My 

goal was to create a more youthful and col-
orful attire which my people the world 

over, could wear with pride, something cul-
turally profound and sustainable. What I 
had in mind was to create a signature mix 

of West African/Cameroonian Fabrics 
mixed and meshed into youthful everyday 
outfits, and KNY scratched the tip of the 
iceberg with the Flaire Belle Collection, 

there is just so much more to come.”  
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Success Story 

 

Ateh  

Francis  

Blending  

Journalism,  

Music and Writing 

Known over CRTV Radio and in his publications as Ateh Francis but widely referred to as 

Ateh Bazore in the musical world, Ateh Francis or Ateh Bazore is a man with several lives.  

A 
teh Francis is now a household name in 

Cameroon and even beyond. So unstop-

pable he has become that the strength 

of his voice as co-host of the splendid 

early morning CRTV National Station radio pro-

gramme, “Morning Safari”, raises the question 

whether he ever sleeps at all. Before music and 

writing, the husband of the pretty lady, Ntul Petra, 

and father of four, first prefers to be acknowledged 

as a journalist; a profession he has been practicing 

full time since graduating from the Advanced 

School of Mass Communication in Yaounde after 

obtaining an undergraduate degree in English Mod-

ern Letters from the University of Yaounde. Be it 

in CRTV’s FM 94 or in CRTV National Radio Sta-

tion, Ateh Francis has shown talent, creating and 

anchoring several programmes that have beaten 

records in terms of audience feedback.  

His second life that runs parallel to the first, dwells 

in music; rich traditional Njang music sourced 

from the wealthy culture of his native Njinikom in 

Boyo Division of the North West Region. Sev-

eral albums with moralising messages and a 

stage performance recalling steps of the legen-

dary Njang artiste, late Francis Ndom, have 

landed Ateh Bazore into several concerts organ-

ised in several parts of Cameroon and around the 

world. His advocacy for better working and liv-

ing conditions for artistes must have prompted 

his noted opinions and activism in the prevailing 

brouhaha over management of authors’ rights. 

Surprisingly, the man of culture still finds time 

to write and even emerged recently with a book 

titled, “Between Two Worlds” which was imme-

diately retained by the Ministry of Secondary 

Education on the official school booklist for 

three years. A lion at heart, Ateh Francis is still 

troubling his mind with other daring projects as 

he seeks to permanently innovate in journalism, 

music and writing. 

Lionel GEBAH 
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Multi-Talent  

Ateh Francis - the journalist, the musician or the 

writer; which comes first? 

It is difficult to say today when one considers the im-

pact we have had in these fields. But journalism is at 

the base of all I do because for me to write a good 

song or research to write a good novel, I make re-

course to my training as a journalist. So, I can say 

journalism comes first.  

Let’s then start with your career as a journalist. 

Tell us how it all began before you and your team 

became favourite during CRTV Radio’s Morning 

Safari Programme broadcast over the national sta-

tion? 

I am one who adds passion to everything I do, ensur-

ing that I put in my best. “Morning Safari” is the cul-

mination of a rich career which started in 2002 at FM 

94 radio station where I created and worked with Nad-

ine Patricia and others on “Yaounde Boulevard”; a 

programme that many still remember me for till date. 

When I was transferred to the National Station in 

2008, I innovated with “Brunch Time Show”, creating 

the characters of the King and Queen, which a lot of 

people loved. By the way, a lot of fans and even col-

leagues still call me “King” today. When three years 

ago I was appointed team leader for “Morning Safari”, 

I sat down with my team and agreed on how we could 

improve on the quality of the programme by adding 

more slots. With the encouragements of my hierarchy, 

we forged ahead and you know the results. My experi-

ence has shown that working as a team and leading by 

example are assets. That’s the secret to the success of 

my “Morning Safari” team. 

What does it take to anchor such a programme 

from the individual and Team Leader standpoints? 

What it takes is passion, commitment and a lot of tol-

erance. A good team leader must be resourceful and 

talented to earn the respect of his team members. He 

must research widely on all the topics chosen, be open

-minded and be careful about the feelings of his team 

members and listeners, without being too soft. Fi-

nally he should be humble enough to say “Sorry” 

when he steps on others toes. 

Any memorable moments, guests or challenges? 

My most memorable moment was when I anchored 

“Morning Safari” in Buea during the 50th Anniver-

sary of Cameroon’s Reunification. I still remember 

taking the bull by the horns to invite Mola Njoh Li-

tumbe and Honourable Enow Tanjong for a reveal-

ing programme on the history of the reunification. 

Other high profile guests have marked my tenure of 

that programme like Babissakana, Professor Laurent 

Charles Boyomo Assala, Professor Fondo Sikod, 

Tazoacha Asonganyi, parliamentarians, senior bar-

risters and top government officials, amongst others.  

Our biggest challenges have included keeping my 

team together despite intrigues. We equally had seri-

ous problems getting the best guests for the topics up 

“ Journalism is at the base 
of all I do because for me 

to write a good song or  
research to write a good 
novel, I take recourse to 

my training as a  
journalist.”  

“A good team leader 
must be resourceful and 

talented to earn the  
respect of his team  

members.” 



and at the radio as early as 5a.m. But we are happy we 

have braved the tides.   

As an artiste, many see you as the musical heir to 

the legendary Late Francis Ndom. What brought 

you into music – opportunity, talent or passion? 

Talent and passion. I have been so passionate about 

the survival of our culture and thought I could do 

something to save it by moving on the footsteps of late 

Francis Ndom and modernising it so as to make the 

youth love it. My debut in music dates back to the 

early 80s at Sacred Heart College Mankon where 

Brother Joseph, the school choir master, started teach-

ing me how to play on the guitar. 

Take us through your albums. What justifies the 

key messages that you seek to pass unto society? 

I am rounding off work on my 10th album entitled “Na 

Hard Work Di Pay” which has begun with the release 

of a Maxi Single of tracks. All these albums carry 

strong messages which can build some moral values 

in our society. I really frown at those who sing im-

moral messages in their music because music is a 

powerful medium of communication and they have 

been leading our youths astray. I equally frown at 

those who promote foreign rhythms at the detriment 

of ours because a country without a culture is a 

country without an identity. We need to promote, 

support and jealously preserve our culture through 

music. 

After winning several prizes in events at home 

and abroad, which are some of the memorable 

moments that will stay in your mind forever? 

The memorable concert I gave in Gaziantep, Turkey 

last year at the Pistachio Folklore music festival in 

front of over 20,000 people which earned for me the 

trophy of the festival. After the show, people ran af-

ter me with young girls asking me to kiss them and 

fighting to take photographs. I felt like an indomita-

ble lion after winning a competition. I also remem-

ber the show we gave in 2008 in Ghana on the same 

podium with our music icon Manu Dibango, Bebey 

Manga and others. It was watched by the Ghanaian 

President John Kufuor. Or that which I gave in Dur-

ban, South Africa on the same podium with the great 

saxophonist Hugh Masekela and others shall remain 

“I have been so passionate about the survival of our 
culture and thought I could do something to save it by 

moving on the footsteps of late Francis Ndom.” 

“All these albums carry 
strong messages which 
can build some moral  
values in our society.” 
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      Multi-Talent 

ever fresh in my memory. 

When Francis Ndom passed on, you came on the 

scene. Do you see any artiste emerging to follow your 

footsteps in Njang Music? Have you trained any? 

A number of younger artistes are coming up like Kibun-

gla Sciprano, Killie Black etc. But they lack the means 

to record in good studios and to promote their music. It 

is in a bid to sustain this legacy that we created the As-

sociation of Cameroon English Speaking Musicians 

(ACEM). We have even organised training workshops 

on music composition within the auspices of ACEM, but 

the Ministry of Culture has not been very supportive. 

The last experience left us with huge debts when the 

Ministry of Arts and Culture promised us support for the 

event and failed to honour its commitment. So it has not 

been easy. 

When you look at young artistes today, which lapses 

do you see in their music that should be corrected for 

greater marketability and popularity? 

The problem with the young is that they copy for-

eign rhythms thinking that they would excel better 

than natives of those rhythms. They should know 

that they can only excel if working on their culture, 

they come up with something new. If they work hard 

and with commitment on this, they can succeed. 

You have been seen several times at the forefront 

of musicians’ quest for a better status. Which 

long-lasting solutions do you proffer to end the 

quagmire? 

The initiative taken by the Prime Minister’s Office 

to lay a solid foundation for a viable authors’ rights 

“The initiative taken by the 

Prime Minister’s Office to lay 

a solid foundation for a viable  

authors’ rights company can 

succeed if taken to its  

logical end.”  
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company can succeed if taken to its logical end. But 

then, those who have stolen in the past should be sanc-

tioned. But most especially an artiste with a good in-

tellectual background, a clear vision and a track record 

of honesty should be given the opportunity to manage. 

I must salute the new text of application for the 2000 

law signed because it puts the necessary foundation 

Success Story 

for a viable authors’ rights take-off in the country. I 

must thank the Head of State, H.E President Paul Biya, 

for asking for a complete overhaul of the sector. 

Cameroonians were surprised to learn that your 

first-ever publication, “Between Two Worlds” was 

retained by the Ministry of Secondary Education on 

the official school booklist for three years. What 

does this mean to you as a writer? 

I was also very surprised with the speed with which the 

book won national acclaim. But this testifies to the fact 

that it is well written. Let me inform you that the pub-

lishing house, Heinemann series, is negotiating with us 

to market that book in the international 

market. It took me 18 years to write 

that book and the response of the pub-

lic shows that hard work pays. 

          Lionel GEBAH 
 

“It took me 18 years to write the 
book, ‘Between Two Worlds’ and 

the response from the public 
shows that hard work pays.” 
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