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    Editorial 

R 
eaders, how can we remain indifferent to the 

good news spilling off from the warfront where 

our professional, brave and patriotic Defence 

and Security Forces are giving a never-to-forget 

lesson  to this terrorist gang called Boko Haram?  Terror 

has changed camps. Our guys are destroying strongholds of 

the enemy, one after another and deep inside Nigerian terri-

tory. After epic battles like those of Goshi and Kumshe 

herein recounted by government’s spokesman, Issa Tchi-

roma Bakary, the end of the war draws nigh.  

As we ponder over daily information about the evolution of 

the situation, our success story in war reporting,  CRTV’s 

Beau-Bernard Fonka Mutta, steps in to help us make sense 

of it all. His first-hand knowledge of the terrain and actors, 

leaves us fully edified to celebrate the greatness of a nation 

and pay due tribute to our departed soldiers and civilians 

while reiterating solidarity with war victims and displaced 

people. We shall overcome. 

If leaders of the terrorist gang have been propounding cer-

tain ideologies allegedly from Islam to commit their bar-

baric killings, Muslim dignitaries and clerics in Cameroon 

have rose up like one man to condemn Boko Haram’s 

teachings about rejecting Western Education, as nonsense 

and gibberish. Reputed Muslim Dignitary, Cheikh Ouma-

rou Malam Djibring tells us that Boko Haram’s teaching is 

not Islam which rather preaches peace and love in human-

kind.  

As we look into the aftermath of the war, especially with 

regards to the situation of unemployed youths in the af-

fected areas, ICT Guru, Theophile Abega Moussa be-

lieves  that the answer is in ICTs if government would 

allow the region’s earmarked chunk of the 102 billion 

FCFA Emergency Plan for Youths, to be used to import 

equipment for youths in the area.  

Away from the warfront, we also celebrate victories in 

love with the Couple of the Month, Ambassador Martin 

Mbeng and Laura in Brazil. Our inquiry on how Camer-

oonians lead fashion trends landed us on a diplomat, 

Samuel-Martin Enoh Besong. His exquisite style and 

taste explain his selection as the Best Dressed 

Cameroonian this month. 

After digesting this sweet issue, please 

join us in Illinois, USA, to enjoy some 

delicious Coconut Curry Rice served 

quite warm by our only Terese. Enjoy...  



 
 

“Throughout the year, our Nation put up a 

fierce resistance to Boko Haram terrorists. At 

this juncture, I would like to pay a glowing 

tribute to our defence and security forces, as 

well as our people. The courage and profession-

alism  of our forces and the commitment and 

courage of our people have helped to preserve 

our territorial integrity.  Not  one centimetre of  

our  territory has been ceded  to the aggressors.  

Better still, we have,  on several occasions,  in-

flicted  serious military setbacks on them.”  

“I Would Like To Pay A Glowing Tribute  

To Our Defence And Security Forces” 

Paul Biya 

President of the Republic of Cameroon 

during his end-of-year address  

to the Nation on December 31, 2015 

“Our Defence and Security Forces Have Devised New Strategies To 

Counter Boko Haram’s Newfound Methods” 

Issa Tchiroma Bakary 

Minister of Communication  during a Press Conference on  

February 15, 2016 in Yaounde 

plosives used by the enemy and to anticipate their imple-

mentation processes. It was based on these investigations 

that the town of Ngoshe in Nigeria was formally identified 

as one of the Boko Haram command posts hosting facto-

ries for the manufacturing of bombs and mines. This com-

mand post was also used to brainwash and format teenag-

ers used as human bombs during suicide attacks. Once 

intelligence was gathered, Cameroonian Special Forces, 

having obtained the approval of the Nigerian Command, 

launched the attack against Boko Haram positions with 

significant support from the Nigerian ally in terms of in-
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“Distinguished Journalists, 

I wish you a warm welcome to this press conference 

on the special operations that our Defence and Secu-

rity Forces have just led against the units of the Boko 

Haram terrorist group in the Ngoshe area located in 

Nigeria, about fifteen kilometers away from Ashiga-

shia in the Far North region of Cameroon, in collabo-

ration with the Army Staff of the Nigerian Armed 

Forces. These operations, which were carried out be-

tween February 11 in the morning and February 14, 

2016 in the evening, fell within the scope of the opera-

tion called "ARROW Five" under the banner of the 

Multinational Joint Task Force involving the five front 

line countries. 

You certainly remember that while they were literally 

defeated in the field of military operations stricto 

sensu led without respite by the Cameroonian Army, 

the criminal Boko Haram hordes opted, during the 

second half of 2015, to embark on tactical suicide at-

tacks on innocent civilians. Right from early 2015, it 

was noted that these terrorists, taking advantage of 

sporadic incursions in Cameroon, undertook to bury 

improvised explosive devices along the major routes 

where our defence and security forces are operating, in 

a bid to undermine their mobility during combat op-

erations. Our Defence and Security Forces therefore 

undertook to devise new strategies to counter these 

newfound methods, by tracing and collecting accurate 

information, as well as sorting out all indicators that 

could map out the circuit for the manufacturing of ex-



 
“It was based on investigations that the town 

of Ngoshe in  Nigeria was formally identified 

as one of the Boko Haram command posts  

hosting factories for the manufacturing of 

bombs and mines. This command post was 

also used to brainwash and format teenagers 

used as human bombs during suicide attacks.  

Once intelligence was gathered, Cameroonian 

Special Forces, having obtained the approval 

of the Nigerian Command, launched the attack against Boko Haram positions 

with significant support from the Nigerian ally in terms of intelligence and op-

erational coordination. During this victorious assault which involved a very high 

level of expertise from our Special Forces, 162 Boko Haram terrorists were neu-

tralized, 4 artisanal mine factories were dismantled, and from these factories, 5 

mines ready to be used, hundreds of explosive holders, batteries, detonating 

cords, suicide bomber vests and various sharp objects used to trigger  

explosives were seized.” 

telligence and operational coordination. 

During this victorious assault which involved a very high 

level of expertise from our Special Forces, 162 Boko 

Haram terrorists were neutralized, 4 artisanal mine facto-

ries were dismantled, and from these factories, 5 mines 

ready to be used, hundreds of explosive holders, batteries, 

detonating cords, suicide bomber vests and various sharp 

objects used to trigger explosives were seized. 

Still during this offensive, a previously identified training 

centre was set ablaze, two pickup vehicles set on fire, war 

weapons seized, including two 12.7-milimeter heavy ma-

chine guns, three 7.62-milimeter machine guns, one RPG7

-type rocket launchers, twelve AK47 assault rifles, two 

rifles, several grenades, one gas gun, tens of trafficking 

weapons and a hundred of factice training rifles, rudimen-

tary weapons military uniforms, as well as several tens of 

charger cases and thousands of ammunitions of various 

calibers, as well generators, motor-pumps and a hundred 

of motorcycles. 

The operation led by Cameroonian Special Forces also led 

to the release of a hundred of people made prisoners by 

Boko Haram. Fifteen Cameroonian hostages, including 

seven members of the same family, namely the GARBA 

BELLO family, among whom the family head, the spouse 

and five children, were freed by our forces during this op-

eration, and brought back to Cameroon. Several Nigerian 

hostages were also freed thanks to this intervention of 

Cameroonian Special Forces. 

Unfortunately, this special, operation, despite its resound-

ing success, claimed the lives of two of our valiant sol-

diers, who fell at the battle field while fighting for the 

sake of the Nation. They are Captain PIPWOH YARI Em-

manuel and Lieutenant Colonel KWENE EKWELE Bel-

tus Honoré. 

The death of Captain PIPWOH YARI Emmanuel oc-

curred on February 11, 2016 when around 9 a.m., a 

violent skirmish opposed our Special Forces to Boko 

Haram terrorists who were positioned on the road 

leading to Ngoshe, the target of the Cameroonian of-

fensive. 

Situated at about five kilometers from this objective, 

the leading company of the Cameroonian forces 

headed by the young captain, stepped up a strong and 

heroic fight against the Boko Haram terrorists, leading 

to the destruction of two heavily armed vehicles, forty 

motorcycles belonging to the enemies and neutraliza-

tion of over a dozen of these criminals. It was during 

this epic battle that Captain YARI received a bullet 

from the enemy and sustained a serious injury which 

eventually led to his death. 

With respect to Lt. Col. KWENE EKWELE Beltus 

Honoré, it should be noted that his death occurred 

when the military operations were al-

“The operation led by Cameroonian Special 

Forces also led to the release of a hundred of 

people made prisoners by Boko Haram.” 
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“The death of Captain PIPWOH YARI  

Emmanuel occurred on February 11, 2016 when around 9 

a.m., a violent skirmish opposed our Special Forces to Boko 

Haram terrorists who were positioned on the road leading 

to Ngoshe, the target of the Cameroonian offensive. Situ-

ated at about five kilometers from this objective, the lead-

ing company of the Cameroonian forces headed by the 

young captain, stepped up a strong and heroic fight 

against the Boko Haram terrorists, leading to the destruc-

tion of two heavily armed vehicles, forty motorcycles belonging to the ene-

mies and neutralization of over a dozen of these criminals. It was during 

this epic battle that Captain YARI received a bullet from the enemy and 

sustained a serious injury which eventually led to his death.” 

 
“Lt. Col. KWENE EKWELE Beltus Honoré’s  death oc-

curred when the military operations were already over 

in the Ngoshe area that had completely been conquered 

by our Special Forces. Assigned to convey the Nigerian 

hostages that had been released at Ngoshe and to hand 

them over to the Nigerian authorities in the neighbour-

ing town of Pulka, Lieutenant Colonel KWENE EK-

WELE Beltus Honoré sustained a serious injury along-

side four other soldiers, when their vehicle stepped into 

a landmine that had been previously laid by Boko 

Haram. The injured were immediately evacuated by 

helicopter to Maroua and then transferred by a special aircraft of the air 

force to Douala. It was in the course of this immediate evacuation that  

Lieutenant Colonel KWENE unfortunately gave up the ghost.” 

Boko Haram's criminal attacks. 

Young Captain PIPWOH YARI Emmanuel, a graduate 

of the "Army and Nations" batch of the Yaounde Com-

bined Military Academy (EMIA), also died at a very 

tender age, when he was just 31. Crafted in the mould of 

a harsh and selective training in counter-terrorism, Cap-

tain YARI had already showcased, just 7 years after 

graduating from EMIA, obvious and exceptional deeds 

of arms recorded within the framework of the fight 

against poaching - especially in the Bouba-Ndjida Park - 

and Operation Alphas, where within which he served 

and participated in several emblematic battles against 

the Boko Haram terrorist group. 

The features that are common to both Lieutenant Colo-

nel KWENE and Captain YARI, have been commit-

ment, selflessness, honor and loyalty throughout their 

career under the national flag. Their sacrifice will re-

main an example for us to emulate just like the one em-

bodied in the tireless efforts of all our Defence and Se-

curity Forces, glorious defenders of our territorial integ-

rity and civilizational values of our nation. Beyond the 

brilliance surrounding this yet another decisive victory 

at Ngoshe, what is worth retaining here is the firm deter-

mination of His Excellency Paul BIYA, President of the 

Republic, Commander-in-Chief of the Army to lead a 

fearless and relentless war against Boko Haram, until its 

final eradication from the national territory…”     
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ready over in the Ngoshe area that had completely been 

conquered by our Special Forces. Assigned to convey the 

Nigerian hostages that had been released at Ngoshe and to 

hand them over to the Nigerian authorities in the 

neighbouring town of Pulka, Lieutenant Colonel KWENE 

EKWELE Beltus Honoré sustained a serious injury along-

side four other soldiers, when their vehicle stepped into a 

landmine that had been previously laid by Boko Haram. 

The injured were immediately evacuated by helicopter to 

Maroua and then transferred by a special aircraft of the air 

force to Douala. It was in the course of this immediate 

evacuation that Lieutenant Colonel KWENE unfortunately 

gave up the ghost. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Allow me to now dwell on the two officers of our Defence 

Forces who have just lost their lives on the battle field, to 

pay homage to their respective memories and to express, 

on behalf of His Excellency the President of the Republic, 

Commander-in-Chief of the Army, the compassion of the 

entire nation and the comfort of the State to their deeply 

affected families. 

Lieutenant Colonel KWENE Ekwele Beltus Honoré was 

39 years old at the time of his death. He had just been pro-

moted to the rank of Lieutenant Colonel, and received his 

epaulettes, on January 1, 2016, during a ceremony chaired 

by the Minister Delegate at the Presidency in charge of 

Defence, in the town of Matari Kidji, in the Far North re-

gion. Lieutenant Colonel KWENE Ekwele Beltus was a 

renowned officer with outstanding strength of character. 

He was known not only for his bravery and courage, but 

also for its pragmatic sense and taste for dialogue, educa-

tion and communication. 

Holder of Diploma of the Diplôme d'État-major, Lieuten-

ant-Colonel KWENE was a very experienced artillery of-

ficer. This experience has been demonstrated in the many 

field operations where he had always showcased a great 

sense of tactical coherence, as testified by his involvement 

in the southern zone of Operation Alpha where he partici-

pated in several epic battles and successfully repelled 



 
“Lt. Col. KWENE EKWELE Beltus Honoré’s  death oc-

curred when the military operations were already over 

in the Ngoshe area that had completely been conquered 

by our Special Forces. Assigned to convey the Nigerian 

hostages that had been released at Ngoshe and to hand 

them over to the Nigerian authorities in the neighbour-

ing town of Pulka, Lieutenant Colonel KWENE EK-

WELE Beltus Honoré sustained a serious injury along-

side four other soldiers, when their vehicle stepped into 

a landmine that had been previously laid by Boko 

Haram. The injured were immediately evacuated by 

helicopter to Maroua and then transferred by a special aircraft of the air 

force to Douala. It was in the course of this immediate evacuation that  

Lieutenant Colonel KWENE unfortunately gave up the ghost.” 
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Defence Forces Destroy BOKO HARAM Strongholds In Kumshe 
Below is a release from the Minister of Communication. 

 

 “The Minister of Communication hereby informs the national and international public 

opinion that after the recent successful operations carried out at Ngoshe in Nigeria, the Special 

Units of the Cameroonian Defence Forces pursued, under the banner of Sector 1 of the Multina-

tional Joint Task Force, backed by Special Units of the Alpha and Emergence 4 Operations, and 

in perfect synergy with Nigerian Armed Forces, their action to dismantle the strongholds of the 

Boko Haram terrorist group in the locality of Kumshe in Nigeria, situated about 15 kilometres 

away from our borders, as well as in the surrounding villages. This major offensive took place 

from February 23 to 24, 2016. 

The attack led against the Kumshe locality has confirmed that it was one of the main logistics 

bases and an important decision-making centre for the criminal actions plotted and launched 

by the Boko Haram terrorists towards the Cameroonian territory. The cordon-and-search opera-

tions conducted in the area revealed the existence in those communities and their surround-

ings, of facilities for the making of artisanal mines, explosive belts, the moral preparation and 

arming of suicide bombers and the training of terrorists. The balance sheet of this remarkable 

offensive by the coalition of Forces is as follows, to the detriment of the enemy: 92 Boko Haram 

terrorists neutralized; explosives, detonators, detonating cords, suicide bomber-jackets and 

other products used to actuate the explosives; training camps and a tactical vehicle mounted 

with a heavy weapon destroyed; several weapons recovered, including a 12.7 millimetre ma-

chine gun, AK-47-type assault rifles, a 60 mm commando mortar, grenades, hunting and traf-

ficking weapons; tens of charger boxes and thousands of ammunition of various calibres recov-

ered; tens of bows, spears, arrows, axes and knives seized; various propaganda materials seized. 

850 villagers previously made prisoners by Boko Haram were also released on the occasion. 

Following the accidental explosion of a mine during the de-mining operations, Sergeant Aziz 

Nnang and Caporal Moussa Saïdou died, while five other men were injured. On behalf of the 

entire nation, the President of the Republic, His Excellency Paul Biya, Commander-in-Chief of 

the Army, hereby expresses his sincere condolences to the families of the fallen soldiers, and ex-

tends his comfort to the injured to whom he also wishes a speedy recovery. 

The President of the Republic, His Excellency Paul Biya, Commander-in-Chief of the Army, 

hereby expresses to the Defence and Security Forces, the satisfaction and encouragements of the 

entire nation, in the victorious struggle they are leading, together with all other armies of the 

coalition, against the Boko Haram terrorist sect. He calls on all Cameroonians to remain mobi-

lized and continue to give their support to our Defence and Security Forces in this struggle”. 
                                                  Issa Tchiroma Bakary, Minister of Communication, February 28, 2016 
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War Reporting 

 

Updating Cameroonians With Warfront Information 
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He has been through the valleys and plains of the border-areas in the Far North Region which was haunted by 

the shadow of death and terror from the terrorist sect, Boko Haram. Embedded inside Cameroon’s Defence 

Forces, this war reporter and his CRTV team gave the war against terrorism a face, to the rest of Cameroo-

nians through TV.  

O 
ne of the most splendid decisions taken by the 

Ministry of Defence in its management of the 

deadly war against Boko Haram was to asso-

ciate the press as the conflict unravelled. 

CRTV’s Beau-Bernard Fonka Mutta was one of the cho-

sen few reporters who had the privilege of experiencing 

the heat of the Boko Haram menace to Cameroon’s terri-

tory, its people and its Defence Forces.  

Quite conversant with military issues, jargon and ambi-

ance, the pioneer war reporter gave memorable accounts 

during CRTV’s prime time newscasts and documentaries 

of how real the war had become. Perhaps, the intense 

bond that later grew between Cameroonians south of the 

country and their fellow compatriots and soldiers up Far 

North was borne from this awareness created by Beau-

Bernard and his team.  

Never, never...not even during the Bakassi conflict, had 

Cameroonians shared the minute-by-minute suspense and 

cold sweat felt by the Far North population and Defence 

Forces when Boko Haram was at the peak of its 

madness and trigger-free incursions. 

Never, never...except during the Indomitable Lions’ 

return from the 1990 FIFA World Cup, had so much 

crowd been pulled to the May 20 Boulevard in 

Yaounde like what Cameroonians saw on February 

28, 2015 when Beau-Bernard and his pals of the 

“United for Cameroon Coalition” organised a sup-

port march for the Defence Forces and war victims. 

In spite of his busy schedule mounting CRTV’s new 

Education channel, Beau-Bernard still remains a 

voice when the war is brought to the fore across the 

media. His academic luggage acquired in Yaounde’s 

first bilingual primary school, Sacred Heart College 

Mankon and the University of Buea adds to his per-

manent sense of humour to make complicated mili-

tary issues at the battlefront look rather simple to the 

rest of his compatriots. 

                George Mbella 



Fonka Mutta Beau-Bernard   
Pioneer Embedded War Reporter 

      Sports 

“The tribute to six soldiers killed 

in the war against terrorism on 

Friday March 11, 2016 was  

probably the most  

emotional I have witnessed. It is 

the moment we put a human face 

to the soldiers moulded to fight to 

death for the fatherland. It is the 

moment we meet their wives, chil-

dren, parents, and feel the depth 

of their pain. It is the moment you 

see the soldier who took a bullet 

next to the commanders who gave 

them their marching orders. It is 

the moment you see the State sym-

bols next to the coffin, and you  

realise the vanity of war and the 

fact that the cause we are  

fighting for is bigger than us.”  

Beau Bernard, on Friday, March 11, 2016 you were pre-

sent at the Yaounde Military Brigade Headquarters 

watching military honours given to several fallen heroes 

of Cameroon’s Defence Forces engaged in the war 

against the terrorist sect Boko Haram in the Far North 

Region. As a war reporter who had been with these sol-

diers at the warfront, how did you feel? 

The tribute to six soldiers killed in the war against terrorism 

on Friday March 11, 2016 was probably the most emotional 

I have witnessed. It is the moment we put a human face to 

the soldiers moulded to fight to death for the fatherland. It is 

the moment we meet their wives, children, parents, and feel 

the depth of their pain. It is the moment you see the soldier 

who took a bullet next to the commanders who gave them 

their marching orders. It is the moment you see the State 

symbols next to the coffin, and you realise the vanity of war 

and the fact that the cause we are fighting for is bigger than 

us. Certainly working with these soldiers and getting close 

to them adds to the weight of the moment. Then you wish 

this loss is not vain.  

Amongst the remains were those of Lt. Colonel Beltus 

Kwene and Captain Yari Emmanuel; two officers who 

both died in a spectacular and professional attack by 

Cameroon’s Defence forces under the Multinational 

Joint Task Force, in the locality of Goshi in Nigeria. 

What memories do you hold of late Lieutenant Colonel 

Beltus Kwene? 

Late Lt. Col Beltus Kwene drew my admiration at our very 

first contact. As commander of the base, his briefing to his 

superiors in the heat of the Boko Haram insurgency in Am-

chide was very professional. He made them visualise the 

imminent threat in the frontier locality where a market cuts 

across the border. In Amchide, also known as Banki, Boko 

Haram militants had held the Nigerian side for months. A 

couple of weeks after that briefing, a fierce battle reminis-

cent of the Bakara Market battle in Mogadishu, Somalia, 

took place in Amchide.  

Success Story 
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Preventive Medicine  

As a commander, Lt. Col Kwene’s reading of the situa-

tion was spot on. He commanded almost every frontline 

outpost along Cameroon’s western border with northeast-

ern Nigeria, through the most violent period of the con-

flict and made lots of tough calls. He literally cheated 

death during the Amchide attack. That day, the militants 

attacked with an armoured car and another car laden with 

explosives. In the fighting that lasted over 36 hours, it 

was clear Kwene was targeted. His team held off the at-

tack long enough for back-up to arrive.  

In another incident, his Thuraya phone in his chest 

pocket stopped a bullet. It is sad that he was killed by a 

cowardly landmine, after a successful operation on Nige-

rian soil, in which his team had destroyed a Boko Haram 

stronghold in Goshi.  

Lt. Col Kwene, as his colleagues will attest, embodies the 

Cameroon army’s battle against Boko Haram. He was 

almost meek, gentle but focused. This trait was visible in 

the multiple TV interviews he granted to national and 

international media. He was succinct in both English and 

French, quite an interesting interviewee. 

What would say about late Captain Yari Emmanuel? 

Curiously, I was not lucky enough to cross paths with 

Capt. Yari Emmanuel. But my colleague and mate in war 

reporting, Eric Benjamin Lamere, described him as a joy-

ful exuberant fellow who was a brilliant soldier with a 

contagious sense of humour. They met after militants at-

tacked the Bouba Njidda Wildlife Reserve for ivory. He 

attended the same secondary school like me, Sacred 

“Late Lt. Col Beltus Kwene drew my ad-

miration at our very first contact... He 

commanded almost every frontline out-

post along Cameroon’s western border 

with northeastern Nigeria, through the 

most violent period of the conflict…It is 

sad that he was killed by a cowardly 

landmine, after a successful operation 

on Nigerian soil, in which his team had 

destroyed a Boko Haram stronghold in 

Goshi. Lt. Col Kwene, as his colleagues 

will attest, embodies the Cameroon 

army’s battle against Boko Haram.”  

War  Reporting 
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    Preventive  Medicine    

“Curiously, I was not 

lucky enough to 

cross paths with late 

Capt. Yari  

Emmanuel. But my colleague and mate in 

war reporting, Eric Benjamin Lamere, de-

scribed him as a joyful exuberant fellow who 

was a brilliant soldier with a contagious 

sense of humour. They met after militants at-

tacked the Bouba Njidda Wildlife Reserve 

for ivory. He attended the same secondary 

school like me, Sacred Heart College 

Mankon, was a couple of years behind me, 

but sadly I didn’t know him then. A younger 

school mate who is also Yari’s  

classmate told me the last time their batch 

had a reunion, it was all orchestrated by 

him. Also judging from the outpour of sym-

pathy on social media and in the towns of 

Limbe and Buea during his funeral, it is 

clear he was a jolly good fellow, not just as a 

soldier but also as a person.” 

Heart College Mankon, was a couple of years behind me, 

but sadly I didn’t know him then. A younger school mate 

who is also Yari’s classmate told me the last time their 

batch had a reunion, it was all orchestrated by him. Also 

judging from the outpour of sympathy on social media 

and in the towns of Limbe and Buea during his funeral, it 

is clear he was a jolly good fellow, not just as a soldier but 

also as a person. 

Having closely watched the evolution of this war 

against Boko Haram, what is your take on the effi-

ciency of this new and ongoing strategy called OP-

ERATION ARROW? 

I think the conflict has evolved and morphed. From the 

onset in 2006, we saw mainly hit-and-run attacks by Boko 

Haram. Then they got bolder taking over huge swathes of 

territory in Nigeria’s northeast, and threatened to set up a 

caliphate. Faced with a regional threat, Cameroon, Nige-

ria, Chad, Niger and Benin hemmed them in. The results 

were spectacular, however Boko Haram still had hideouts. 

Only a multinational force could be given the kind of 

mandate necessary to carry out mop up operations like the 

one we are now seeing with “Operation Arrow”. The 

group as expected is using its knowledge of the terrain to 

duck and hide, but the MNJTF must patiently smoke them 

out of their hiding places. In this kind of situation, we can 

incur some casualties, but the mission is certainly accom-

plished when intelligence reports reveal there is a local 

bomb manufacturing plant, and our troops destroy it. This 

means we are diminishing their capacity to plan and 

execute suicide bomb attacks. Terrorist conflicts like 

this, all experts will agree, often take quite a while to 

settle. So, we have to lower our expectations and dem-

onstrate greater patience with the current campaign. 

Many, including the Head of State, have talked 

about the professionalism of this army. What would 
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you say are its strengths? 

Discipline. Above and beyond, the Cameroonian army is a 

very disciplined force that is well organized and respectful 

of its hierarchy. In good and in bad times, the foot soldiers 

have taken their orders and obeyed them. They have dem-

onstrated resilience even when faced with superior fire-

power. Many have stayed longer than expected on the bat-

tle ground but patiently waited for the administrative work 

to be sorted out and their replacement teams shipped in. I 

have seen soldiers happy to return to the warfront, a 

strong sign of their level of motivation. This determina-

tion is even stronger after a near-death experience. Once I 

saw a group happy to go on break. Then, we asked them 

“what if you hear there is an attack and you are called 

back?” And they answered in chorus, “we’ll go back and 

fight!”  

When Brigadier General Bouba Dobekreo was ap-

“I think the conflict has evolved and morphed. From the onset in 2006, we saw 

mainly hit-and-run attacks by Boko Haram. Then they got bolder taking over 

huge swathes of territory in Nigeria’s northeast, and threatened to set up a  

caliphate. Faced with a regional threat, Cameroon, Nigeria, Chad, Niger and  

Benin hemmed them in. The results were spectacular, however Boko Haram still 

had hideouts. Only a multinational force could be given the kind of mandate  

necessary to carry out mop up operations like the one we are now seeing with 

“Operation Arrow”. The group as expected is using its knowledge of the terrain to 

duck and hide, but the MNJTF must patiently smoke them out of their hiding 

places.” 

pointed First Sector Commander of the MJTF, inside 

army sources said that was the beginning of the end of 

Boko Haram given the General’s combat skills and no-

nonsense strategies. Do you see his hand behind these 

successful OPERATION ARROW assaults? 

War Reporting  



Success Story 

the kind of cat-and-mouse game that gets an army edgy. 

But with the right intelligence and our counter-terrorism 

skills, we always stood a good chance of triumphing. 

Remember when foreigners were kidnapped regularly 

on our territory, the area was largely unguarded. With 

frequent patrols and greater security presence these in-

cursions became harder. More so, Boko Haram was al-

ways going to struggle if engaged on multiple fronts at a 

time. It soon became evident that the group was not as 

organised as it seemed. Some wanted kidnappings for 

ransom, others wanted a caliphate, and it became clear 

that Shekau did not wield complete control over various 

Brigadier General Dobekreo is one of the finest soldiers 

we have got. He has been tested and tried in several ca-

pacities and he has always demonstrated the same mili-

tary rigour. His appointment to lead the first sector of the 

MNJTF was putting a square peg in a square hole. And it 

is obvious under his leadership the force has been mak-

ing some positive strides. However, like I earlier men-

tioned, conflicts like these are not won in a day. Some 

would say they are not won on the battlefield but in the 

hearts and minds of people. 

Beau Bernard, this war has come a long way indeed. 

Since 2006, you did say. But let’s go back to May 

2014 when the Commander-in-Chief of Cameroon’s 

Defence Forces, President Paul Biya officially said 

Cameroon was at war. You and your CRTV col-

leagues gave Cameroonians a feel of what exactly was 

going on at the warfront. Did you then believe in 

Cameroon’s chances, given repeated enemy incur-

sions, kidnappings and barbaric killings? 

It was clear this was going to be an uphill task for an 

army like ours that had to shift gears immediately from a 

peacetime to a wartime force. The terrain itself posed 

huge challenges. The sheer span of the frontier meant 

Boko Haram could hit and run anytime, and engage us in 

“The Cameroonian army is a very  

disciplined force that is well organized 

and respectful of its hierarchy. In good 

and in bad times, the foot soldiers have 

taken their orders and obeyed them. 

They have demonstrated resilience even 

when faced with superior firepower. 

Many have stayed longer than expected 

on the battle ground but patiently 

waited for the administrative work to be 

sorted out and their replacement teams 

shipped in. I have seen soldiers happy to 

return to the warfront; a strong sign of 

their level of motivation. This  

determination is even stronger after  

a near-death experience.”  

    War Reporting  
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How did the army overturn the war situation to their 

advantage over time, pushing the enemy to use suicide 

bombing and land mines? 

The army combined a number of approaches. They used 

commanders who knew the area, and spoke the local lan-

guages. They made sure they cut all supplies from getting 

to the localities held by Boko Haram, making life an or-

deal for them. They treated the refugees nicely to avoid 

any of them becoming new recruits, and used the same 

approach with host communities. They put up a brave 

fight, showing the terrorists that they were not just better 

trained, but also ready to die for their convictions. This 

and the timely intervention of neighbouring states all 

played against the insurgents.  

How timely was the military assistance of Chadian 

forces in February 2015? 

The Chadian army joined the fight in good time to deliver 

a few knock-out punches. With their experience fighting 

Jihadists in northern Mali, and with their modern weap-

onry and fiercely determined fighters, they stopped Boko 

Haram from getting too bold after the deadly attacks on 

the town of Baga. The Chadians also speak Arab Schwa; a 

language spoken by many in the area. At some point, 

Boko Haram was carrying out reprisal killings on speakers 

of Arab Schwa who shared the same culture as the Chadi-

ans. They couldn’t have been timelier, considering trade 

between Chad and Cameroon was stifled by the insecu-

rity, this too was a choke-hold on N’djamena.  

Around that time Captain Matute Elvis Mbene died on 

factions of the group.  

Let’s go back to Amchide and Ashigachia which you 

described as difficult battlefronts. Give us a closer 

picture of these localities that you have visited so of-

ten. 

Amchide used to be a busy market locality. In fact, it was 

the technological hub when I first visited the area before 

the war. The streets were lined with traders and currency 

exchange was done on some streets by businessmen who 

left piles of cash - Dollars, CFA Francs, Naira - on the 

ground. The frontier between Nigeria and Cameroon was 

right in the middle of this market. As Boko Haram took 

control of localities in the region, Amchide - known as 

Banki on the Nigerian side - was held by the militants. 

Once you entered the area, you could feel the hair behind 

your neck rise. Despite the presence of a few traders here 

and there and some women frying and selling puff-puff, 

the soldiers could show you, using binoculars, armed 

Boko Haram patrols some 300 metres away. Attacks 

could spring up any moment from around the next 

wooden shack.  

Ashigachia was the only Cameroonian locality to have 

been taken by Boko Haram for a few hours. The village 

sat next to a hill, and whoever held the village placed 

shooters on higher ground and all intruders could be spot-

ted and dealt with before they posed a threat. To recover 

the hilly locality, the Cameroonian army had to patiently 

move men, take up positions and cover as they inched 

forward.   

Preventive Medicine  
 

“Brigadier General Bouba Dobekreo is one 

of the finest soldiers we have got. He has 

been tested and tried in several capacities 

and he has always demonstrated the same 

military rigour. His appointment to lead 

the First Sector of the Multinational Force 

was putting a square peg in a square hole. 

And it is obvious under his leadership that 

the force has been making some positive 

strides.” 

“The Chadian army joined the fight in 

good time to deliver a few knock-out 

punches. With their experience fighting 

Jihadists in northern Mali, and with 

their modern weaponry and fiercely de-

termined fighters, they stopped Boko 

Haram from getting too bold after the 

deadly attacks on the town of Baga.” 
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a landmine. What do you remember of this soldier? 

I hadn’t met late Captain Matute Mbene on the field, but 

had a long chat with him in December  in Limbe. He was a 

soldier passionate about his work, and patient enough to ex-

plain to some civilians who had misconceptions about the 

army just how patriotic and devoted the force was. He had 

lots of ideas, and we had agreed to sit down sometime to 

discuss on what we could achieve as a team. Sadly, a couple 

of months after he returned to the warfront and was killed 

by a landmine. It was his death that made us realise the 

scope of the threat. After he died, our next trip to the war-

front was particularly tense. We could feel more tension in 

the security briefings, and even from the convoys that ac-

companied us. Just being part of a convoy travelling be-

tween Maroua and Kousseri was a life-threatening situation. 

Matute’s death thought us this fact.  

You seem to have passion for combat operations. When 

you look at references such as special forces abroad like 

the US Navy SEALS, how much do you think the Rapid 

Intervention Battalion (BIR) has contributed to the effi-

ciency of Cameroon’s Defence Forces? 

The Rapid Intervention Battalion was trained for this. 

Their counter-terrorism skills make them one of, if 

not the army’s most combat-ready force, capable of 

deploying rapidly and effectively in very hostile envi-

ronment. They benefitted from the kind of training 

given to one of the world’s best forces, the Israeli 

army. Their recruitment is so competitive, only the 

best get in, and they are prepared for various combat 

situations. With their highly motivated and well-

equipped teams, they have contributed significantly 

to hold out the Boko Haram menace. However, their 

work has found more value with the contribution of 

the rest of our defense forces.  

“To overturn the war situation, the army combined a number of approaches. They 

used commanders who knew the area, and spoke the local languages. They made 

sure they cut all supplies from getting to the localities held by Boko Haram,  

making life an ordeal for them. They treated the refugees nicely to avoid any of 

them becoming new recruits, and used the same approach with host  

communities. They put up a brave fight, showing the terrorists that they  

were not just better trained, but also ready to die for their convictions.” 

    Preventive  Medicine    

“Late Captain Matute 

Mbene was a soldier 

passionate about his 

work...He had lots of 

ideas... Sadly, he was  

killed by a landmine.”  
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Beau Bernard, many who have observed you report on 

the army, remain astonished by your mastery. Why 

this interest in military issues?  

I am flattered by the compliment, however, I feel I am still 

a neophyte. This is the first conflict I am covering. It is 

too early to speak of mastery, and in newsrooms like ours 

it is difficult to specialise as reporters are expected to 

cover a wide-range of issues. Anyway, I am lucky in a 

short span to have visited quite a few hotspots. I was in 

Bangui one evening when shooting broke out in front of 

the military base of Mpoko, next to the airport. That night, 

we crept back to the airport lying in the aisle of a bus, as 

guns continued to crack around us. The military pilot that 

flew us out of Mpoko later confessed that we were not out 

of danger until he had lifted the plane to an altitude that 

was out of the range of the rebels’ weapons. A cold sweat 

broke on my forehead 

that evening. After 

incidents like this, I 

immediately put pen 

to paper in order not 

to lose the emotions I 

experienced. I love 

narrative journalism. I have also visited the Bakassi 

Peninsula and the DMZ, the demilitarized zone that 

separates North and South Korea. Despite the apparent 

calm, the tension of the US, and Korean forces were 

palpable. This is considered as the world’s most se-

cure borders. I have certainly learnt a few tips along 

the way: how to obtain information from soldiers, how 

to behave in a conflict zone, and how to distinguish 

some military tactics and weaponry but I still have 

much to learn in this last domain. I am a fast learner 

and keen observer, but not a master just yet. I feel we 

live in a rather uneventful country so covering security 

has sustained my passion for real journalism.  

The nation responded to President Paul Biya’s call 

for general mobilization to support the Defence 

“The Rapid Intervention Battalion was trained 

for this. Their counter-terrorism skills make them 

one of, if not the army’s most combat-ready force, 

capable of deploying rapidly and effectively in 

very hostile environment. They benefitted from 

the kind of training given to one of the world’s 

best forces, the Israeli army. Their recruitment is 

so competitive, only the best get in, and they are 

prepared for various combat situations. With 

their highly motivated and well-equipped teams, 

they have contributed significantly to hold out the 

Boko Haram menace.” 

War Reporting  
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Forces. After the massive support march organised 

by your “United for Cameroon Coalition” on Feb-

ruary 28, 2015 in Yaounde, which other activities 

have you organised against terrorism? 

The U4CC - United For Cameroon Coalition - was a 

group formed out of the necessity to see  Cameroo-

nians make well-informed opinions on the ongoing 

conflict which had become a major talking point in 

Cameroonian society. We felt it was necessary to 

bring the people closer to the victims of this conflict 

by bridging the gap between the southern part of the 

country and the northern tip. It resulted in a powerful 

mobilization; the strongest our country has seen in its 

modern history for a national cause. It was a defining 

moment not just for our collective conscience but also 

for our citizenship and patriotism. Since, material and 

food donations have followed from all over the coun-

try and many more support marches exhibited. Since 

the coalition set out on a number of awareness raising 

campaigns, distributing fliers with calls for vigilance, 

and teaching people in urban and rural areas what to 

do in case of suspicion. Americans say “if you see 

something, say something”. This is how we collec-

tively prevent terrorism. If some Cameroonians in cit-

ies may know the emergency number 1500, we real-

ized that in the rural areas, this is not always the case. 

We have to continue with this and other citizenship 

causes because this is work in progress. Personally, I 

continue to share my experience on social media plat-

forms, YouTube, twitter, Facebook and on my blog, 

and I give talks to other media professionals , re-

searchers and foreign media on the issue. It is ex-

tremely important to send out the right message to an 

audience in Canada, or South Africa for example both 

thousands of miles from the conflict.  

In Cameroon Radio Television, CRTV, you were 

recently appointed as one of the heads of the Educa-

tion Channel. What is its purpose and when will it go 

operational? 

CRTV Education is one of CRTV’s new digital satellite 

channels. We intend to make it the home of knowledge for 

all Cameroonians and especially the youth. Work is in 

progress to bring the channel to life soonest. But this is an 

opportunity to urge Cameroonians to create content that 

    Preventive  Medicine    

“The U4CC - United For Cameroon Coalition - 

was a group formed out of the necessity to see  

Cameroonians make well-informed opinions on 

the ongoing conflict which had become a major 

talking point in Cameroonian society. We felt it 

was necessary to bring the people closer to the 

victims of this conflict by bridging the gap  

between the southern part of the country and 

the northern tip. It resulted in a powerful mo-

bilization, the strongest our country has seen 

in its modern history for a national cause. It 

was a defining moment not just for our  

collective conscience but also for our  

citizenship and  patriotism.”  

War Reporting  



contribute to learning and are interesting. This kind of produc-

tion is not very common in the country, as many prefer award

-winning films or documentaries. It is clear that we have en-

tered the era of the knowledge society where the most edu-

cated societies get the most rewarding jobs. For our kids to be 

competitive, we need to invest more in educating them, and 

television provides this marvelous possibility.  

Besides the journalist we know, who is Beau 

Bernard Fonka Mutta?  

I am a typical Cameroonian kid. I was born on a 

train in Douala en route to Bokwaongo in Buea. 

Raised in Melen, Yaounde by mum, Ma Julie, as 

she is fondly called and the society. I schooled in 

the lakeside Central school, then Sacred Heart Col-

lege Mankon, and University of Buea. Mine was 

not a very big family and the age difference be-

tween my elder brother Fonky, my sister Leo and I 

meant I couldn’t play much with them, but I am 

catching up now. I enjoyed my childhood in 

Yaounde, soaking up French along the way. I had 

to learn pretty early to depend on myself, and to 

avoid the hurdles facing most young Cameroo-

nians. I speak French, English, Akum, and pidgin 

English and try to pick up basics of every language 

I come across. I try to buy a new book each time I 

travel abroad or find myself in Buea simply be-

cause most books in Yaounde are in French. I mar-

ried my Sawa classmate and soulmate BJ Ekeke 

Moukory, and we have three amazing kids Paris, 

Kairo, Rio, to whom she is teaching 

English, French, Duala, and Akum, as 

well as our shared values.  

   George Mbella 

War Reporting 

“CRTV Education is one of CRTV’s new digital satellite channels. We 

intend to make it the home of knowledge for all Cameroonians and es-

pecially the youth. Work is in progress to bring the channel to life soon-

est. But this is an opportunity to urge Cameroonians to create content 

that contribute to learning and are interesting.  

This kind of production is not very common in the country, as many 

prefer award-winning films or documentaries.” 

Success Story 

“I married my Sawa classmate and soul-

mate BJ Ekeke Moukory, and we have 

three amazing kids: Paris, Kairo, Rio, to 

whom she is teaching English, French, 

Duala, and Akum, as well as our shared 

values.”  



Cheikh  

Oumarou 

Malam  

Djibring 
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Rubbishing Boko Haram’s Fallacies 
The respected Muslim Cleric revisits deep-seated teachings of Islam and historical  Islamic origins  of some of 

the knowledge Boko Haram maliciously and ignorantly refers to as Western Education. 

C 
heikh Oumarou Malam Djibring has gained 

reputation over the years as an apostle of 

peace in Cameroon’s society. Over radio and 

TV stations and even on the print media, he 

has become familiar as a proponent of the values of Is-

lam. 

It is therefore understandable that he and other Muslim 

Clerics and Dignitaries pooled their voices to condemn 

the barbaric acts of the terrorist sect Boko Haram. They 

let known their horror when the terrorists killed inno-

cent citizens in villages, mosques and  markets thus 

violating the fundamental teachings of Islam. When 

Cheikh Oumarou and other Muslim Clerics launched a 

nationwide campaign to build awareness in the Muslim 

community in particular, against the fallacious teach-

ings of Boko Haram, the result was the mobilisation of 

Muslims against the terrorist group. Prayers in mosques 

condemned their barbaric acts while villages mobilised 

their vigilante groups that aided immensely Defence 

Forces achieve the laudable results recorded this far. 

Born in Ndikinimeki in the Centre Region, Cheikh Ou-

marou’s ancestors were from the Hausa and Fulani eth-

nic groups who settled there to spread peace and Islam. 

“We are the sign of national unity and national integra-

tion because our fathers and mothers had been 

welcome by host populations a long time ago and 

until now,” says the Muslim dignitary who began 

primary and Koranic school in Ndikinimeki. In 

the 1960s, he moved to Yaounde where he did  

secondary education at the Boys Technical and 

Commercial High School (Lycée Technique et 

Commercial des Garçons). He later attended high 

school at Lycée d’Ebolowa before returning  to 

Yaounde. While pursuing his education, he 

started working in the Cameroon National Rail-

way Corporation, REGIFERCAM. He continued 

with Cameroon Railways Corporation, CAM-

RAIL,  when it was created before retiring as At-

taché to Management. 

Besides anchoring several Islam awareness pro-

grammes on public and private media, Cheikh 

Oumarou also works in mosques and on the field. 

He travels regularly abroad for religious purposes 

and remains active as the National President of 

the High Islamic Council of Cameroon and 

founding member of ACADIR, the Cameroonian 

Association of Interreligious Dialogue.   

                                         By George Mbella 
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Islam 

Cheikh Oumarou, when the riposte against Boko 

Haram started, how did you, Muslim dignitaries, 

react? 

When this phenomenon began, we pledged allegiance 

to the Head of State who declared war against Boko 

Haram. Boko Haram insurgency is not good for the 

peace and the stability of this country. Our work is to 

be behind the President and to sensitise not only the 

Muslim population but every faithful servant of God 

to be aware that the Boko Haram movement is terror-

ism, obscurantism and is against peace. We are work-

ing on the field, meeting people in the mosques, build-

ing awareness over the radio and television as well as 

in newspapers. As members of the Council of Imams 

and Muslim Dignitaries, we did our best to sensitise 

people and fight in our way against that phenomenon. 

We went round the country, region by region, talking 

to people, praying together and convincing them that 

the Boko Haram ideology is not good. Even when the 

nation was gathered on February 28, 2015 at the May 

20 Boulevard in Yaounde to support the President of 

the Republic and our Defence Forces, I went there my-

self although I was sick. I spoke to the media to sensi-

tise people. 

Boko Haram militants insist that they are promot-

ing Islamic principles and values by fighting West-

ern education and knowledge. How true is that as-

sertion? 

It is not true. Boko Haram’s teaching is not Islam. Is-

lam from its roots is a religion of peace; peace on this 

earth and peace in the hereafter. For example, Mus-

lims are greeting themselves by saying “As-Salamu 

Alaykum” which means “Peace Be Upon You”. When 

we are praying, we begin our prayer by glorifying our 

Lord, the Master of the Universe, Allah Tabaraka Allah, 

Most Glorified, Most High by saying Allah Akbar, 

meaning “God is Great”. While finishing our prayer, we 

 

“Boko Haram’s teaching is not Islam. Is-

lam from its roots is a religion of peace; 

peace on this earth and peace in the here-

after...Islam recommends that every man 

and every faithful servant of God to go 

and search for knowledge. This is be-

cause without knowledge, we cannot be 

journalists, medical doctors or even engi-

neers. So, we must go and learn. In the 

history of mankind, Islam is the religion 

which opened the doors of science. From 

Islam, it moved to the West, to Europe 

and to the rest of mankind. Today, we 

have a great civilization. For example, 

Ibn Rochd Averroes, Avicenne or Ibn 

Sina, Al-Farabi, Ibn Khaldoun, Ibn Tu-

fayl, Al-Kindi, and so on, they were Mus-

lims. There was a dialogue of civiliza-

tions, of cultures and of religions between 

parts of the world. This has been trans-

mitted from Arabic to Latin by jews who 

were doing the linkage between East and 

West. The West took it and today we are 

going forward and are very developed.”  
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education Boko Haram is rejecting today actually has 

roots in Islam? 

Yes, Islam asked all of us to go and to search for knowl-

edge. Even to worship Allah Almighty God you must know 

him because Almighty God himself asks “How can you son 

of man, son of Adam worship me without knowing me.” So, 

it is nonsense for Boko Haram to ask people not to go to 

school, not to acquire science. 

How do you react when they get into mosques and kill 

faithful praying? 

We have explained that Islam forbids anybody to kill a soul. 

Militants of Boko Haram claim to be Muslims but they are 

going to mosques very early at dawn killing people. Is that 

correct? It is not correct. They are killing everybody; Chris-

tians and Muslims. They are terrorists. It is not good to live 

with these people. They must repent themselves.  

This is 2016 and news from the warfront says Boko 

Haram has been considerably weakened. What is your 

take on that? 

Our impressions are very good firstly because the Head of 

State, President Paul Biya was the first man to stand up and 

to go into war against those people. We, Cameroonians and 

“Our work is to be behind the President to  

sensitise not only the Muslim population but every 

faithful servant of God to be aware that the Boko 

Haram movement is terrorism, obscurantism and 

is against peace. We are working on the field, 

meeting people in the mosques, building aware-

ness over the radio and television as well as in 

newspapers. As members of the Council of Imams 

and Muslim Dignitaries, we did our best to  

sensitise people and fight in our way against  

that phenomenon.” 

      Islam 

Ibn Rochd Ibn Sina 

Al-Farabi Ibn Tufayl Al-Kindi 

say Wa’alaikum assalam wa rahmatullahi” meaning 

“May the Peace, Mercy and Blessings of God be upon 

you”. So you see, Islam asked us to live in peace, not 

only amongst Muslims but among humankind. We 

must be Ambassadors of Peace everywhere we are. 

More so, in the Muslim Holy Book, the Quran, there is 

a chapter in which the Mighty God gave us the exam-

ple of the two sons of Adam; Abel and Cain. Cain was 

in the line of bad. He hatched a plot to kill his brother, 

Abel but the latter told him: “You have raised your 

hand to kill me, but me I am not going to raise my 

hand to kill you because I fear God, the Master of the 

Universe.” Abel was this kind of man, servant of the 

almighty God who feared and applied God’s law not 

to kill somebody without any reason. Nevertheless, 

Cain killed his brother and it was a sorrowful act. The 

Almighty God then made it an obligation upon the 

children of Israel that one who kills a man will be con-

sidered as if he had killed all mankind while one who 

gives life to somebody will be considered as having 

given life to all mankind. That is the teaching of the 

Muslim Holy Book, the Quran. When people are kill-

ing people, can we say that they are practicing Islam 

whose principles we have just explained? No. 

Islam recommends that every man and every faithful 

servant of God to go and search for knowledge. This is 

because without knowledge, we cannot be journalists, 

medical doctors or even engineers. So we must go and 

learn. In the history of mankind, Islam is the religion 

which opened the doors of science. From Islam it 

moved to the West, to Europe and to the rest of man-

kind. Today, we have a great civilization. For exam-

ple, Ibn Roshd Averroes, Avicenne or Ibn Sina, Al-

Farabi, Ibn Khaldoun, Ibn Tufayl, Al-Kindi, and so 

on, they were Muslims. There was a dialogue of civili-

zations, of cultures and of religions between parts of 

the world. This has been transmitted from Arabic to 

Latin by Jews who were doing the linkage between 

East and West. The West took it and today we are go-

ing forward and are very developed.  

In other words, you are saying that the Western 



Muslim leaders and dignitaries and the rest of the popula-

tion of the Republic of Cameroon are behind him to wage 

war against Boko Haram. He has succeeded with the peace, 

the stability and the solidarity of Cameroon. But now, Boko 

Haram cannot face the National Defence and Security 

Forces. Now, they are doing bad acts by killing people 

through suicide bombings and landmines. We must be very 

very vigilant. 

It is noticeable that you Imams have taken some meas-

ures to secure mosques during prayers. What are these 

measures? 

The measures were taken to guarantee peace. Even the gov-

ernment is helping us. While praying, the forces and Law 

and Order are posted outside checking all those who are go-

ing in to pray and monitoring everything. Imams themselves 

at every mosque, have posted groups of people posted to 

keep peace and protect the servants of God while they wor-

ship God inside the mosques. Security measures have been 

taken to protect citizens.  

Your message to Cameroonians? 

My message to all Cameroonians and all mankind is 

 
“Islam forbids anybody to kill a soul. 

Militants of Boko Haram claim to be 

Muslims but they are going to mosques 

very early at dawn killing people. Is 

that correct? It is not correct. They are 

killing everybody; Christians and  

Muslims. They are terrorists. It is not 

good to live with these people. They 

must repent themselves.”  

“Now, Boko Haram cannot face 

the National Defence and Secu-

rity Forces. Now, they are doing 

bad acts by killing people 

through suicide bombings and  

landmines. We must be  

very very vigilant.” 

“Islam asked us to live in 

peace, not only amongst  

Muslims but among  

humankind. We must be  

Ambassadors of Peace  

everywhere we are.”  

the message of peace, the message of Islam, sub-

mission to the will of God. The message of peace 

is for all our fellow countrymen to be ambassadors 

of peace everywhere they are. They should show 

to the world that Cameroon is a land of peace, the 

land of Glory as we chant every day, and a land of 

harmony. Our way of life is that of peace, that of 

integration, that of unity and without any discrimi-

nation against any other Cameroonian, any African 

or human being.                      

    George Mbella 



 

      ICTs 

Theophile 

Abega 

Moussa  

Proposing ICTs for Youth Employment In Far North  
This multitalented ICT guru with a multilingual, multi-ethnic and interreligious background sees the FCFA 

102 billion Three-year Emergency Plan for Youth Socio-Economic integration as a timely opportunity to  

create ICT-jobs for the multitude of unemployed youths in the Far North Region. 

W 
hen he left  the United States of America 

to set up MGSOFT, a start-up in Infor-

mation and Communication Technolo-

gies (ICT) applications, in Cameroon, 

Theophile Abega Moussa knew he only had to count on 

his solid training and the belief that his fatherland held 

untapped opportunities. Today, he is spotted by authori-

ties and his peers as a mover and shaker in the ICT sec-

tor which is expanding at break-neck speed. 

His vision and pragmatism must have accounted for his 

selection to accompany the Minister of Youth Affairs 

and Civic Education recently to the Far North Region 

for a workshop to examine ways of tackling youth un-

employment in the Region. As key speaker in one of the 

workshops on promoting the digital economy, Theophile 

Abega Moussa emphatically stated that fastest way the 

bring youths in the region out of poverty and illiteracy is 

to mass import duty-free ICT equipment and vulgarise 

training to enable them maximize the gathering of 

wealth now offered by the ICT sector in Africa.  

Born in August 1970 in the Nkolndongo neighbourhood 

in Yaounde, to a Fulani-Muslim Dad and an Ewondo-

Catholic Mom, Abega Moussa grew up practicing Islam 

but at the age of 26, switched to being a Catholic.  

Academically, it was at the reputed Central Government 

Bilingual Nursery and Primary School in Yaounde 

that he did is primary education before spending five 

years doing secondary education in then Baptist Boys 

Secondary School situated in the Great Soppo 

neighbourhood in  Buea. In 1989, he moved to the 

then Collège Bilingue d’Application in Yaounde in 

1989 to upgrade his GCE “O” Level  four-paper pass 

obtained in Buea due to poor health. He later enrolled 

at the Government Bilingual High School in Essos, 

Yaounde where he obtained his GCE “A” Level Cer-

tificate in 1992. Two years later, he graduated from 

Institute Ndi Samba Superieur  amongst the first batch 

of HND Computer Science graduates in the country. 

He served government for a while as a Computer Sci-

ences teacher at the Lycée Technique, Industriel et 

Commercial Yaounde, from 1997 to June 2004. Mean-

while, from 2001 to 2004, he was attending the Afri-

can Institute of Computer Sciences (IAI) Cameroon 

and graduated among the first batch. He then travelled 

to the USA in 2004 and attended the Kishwaukee Col-

lege in Malta, Illinois and later Northern Illinois Uni-

versity in Dekalb, Illinois. He is the proud father of six 

kids and affectionate brother to six siblings.                     

                                                         Lionel Gebah 



: Zebedee and Jeanne d'Arc Yong? 

Success Story 

 

Theophile 

Abega 

Moussa 

 

 

Chief Executive Officer  

 MGSOFT Cameroon 

Theophile Abega Moussa, You recently travelled to the   

Far North Region which has been so affected since 

2013 by the war against Boko Haram. How did you 

find life in general in the Region?  

Boko Haram wanted to impose terror on us, but our de-

fense forces and the Cameroonian people especially the  

people of the Far North Region are sending a message to 

the terrorists: “We shall not live in fear”.  Life is going on, 

although the economy of the Region has slowed down. 

The people are welcoming. It was my first trip there. 

Do you share the assertion that Cameroon’s Defence 

Forces have managed this war with a strong dose of 

patriotism and professionalism? 

Well, first you want to think it is their duty to protect our 

country and our people against foreign invasion. I am not 

a specialist but when you look at the way our defence 

forces are handling the war against the terrorist group 

Boko Haram, all you do is acknowledge their profession-

alism and their patriotism. These are men and women in 

uniform who risk their lives so that we can enjoy life. 

Unlike the Bakassi conflict, we have seen minute-by-

minute accounts of happenings at the warfront 

through the social media. As an ICT professional, what 

is your take on this? 

Let’s first understand that the world is changing and ICTs 

are the main driver of this change. Cameroon has assimi-

lated some digital culture, including the use of social net-

works to communicate and inform. Then you have to un-

derstand that as Homo sapiens, we want to know what is 

happening around us. Cameroon is certainly at war for the 

first time against a terrorist group but we have seen else-

where, notably during OPERATION DESERT STORM 

Iraq invasion in 1991 that the war was broadcast some-

times live on television. People need to know what is go-

ing on at the warfront because they could be military 

families, relatives of people living in conflict zones of 

the Far North and the general public. There is a brave 

Cameroonian who understood that early and created a 

Facebook page called  CAMEROONIAN ARMY. He 

gave information, perhaps not always reliable for sure, 

but you saw that his page was LIKED by so many of 

us. There was a demand for information from the pub-

lic and the need for communication, through tradi-

tional media but also through social networks. 

You were in Maroua to participate in a regional 

“Boko Haram wanted to impose terror 

on us, but our defense forces and the 

Cameroonian people especially the  

people of the Far North Region are 

sending a message to the terrorists: 

“We shall not live in fear”.  Life is  

going on, although the economy of the 

Region has slowed down. The people  

are welcoming.”  

“I was invited by the Minister of Youth and Civic 

Education to the Regional Workshop for the  

implementation of the Special Three-year Plan 

for the integration of youth aimed at helping and 

quickening the socioeconomic integration of the 

youth. I was moderator of the Workshop Four on 

digital economy. We arrived at the conclusion 

that the region is characterized by a general  

illiteracy and digital illiteracy specifically. So 

we advocated the reduction of taxes on the im-

port of electronic equipment such as Smart-

phones, modems etc, the installation of the solar 

panels to mitigate the lack of energy, sensitisa-

tion on digital economy, a basic training on ICT 

and digital marketing and finally, the extension 

of mobile payment solutions.” 
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workshop for the implementation of the Special Three-

Year Emergency Plan for the integration of youth. 

Which recommendations did you arrive at, given the 

gravity of the youth unemployment situation in the Far 

North Region, which makes them vulnerable to dream 

merchants? 

In his speech to the nation on December 31, 2015 and in 

another speech to the youth on February 10, 2016, the 

President of the Republic, His Excellency Paul Biya, men-

tioned digital economy as the way to go. I was invited by 

the Minister of Youth Affairs and Civic Education to the 

Regional Workshop for the implementation of the Special 

Three-year Emergency Plan for the integration of Youth 

aimed at helping and quickening the socioeconomic inte-

gration of the youth. I was moderator of Workshop Four 

on Digital Economy. We arrived at the conclusion that the 

region is characterised by a general illiteracy and digital 

illiteracy specifically. So, we advocated the reduction of 

taxes on the import of electronic equipment such as 

Smartphones, modems etc, the installation of the solar 

panels to mitigate the lack of energy, sensitisation on digi-

tal economy, a basic training on ICT and digital marketing 

and finally, the extension of mobile payment solutions. 

The world is changing as I earlier said and ICTs are the 

main driver of this change. In 2015, there were 7 billion 

phones in the world with over 840 million mobile phones 

in Africa for more than 400 million smartphones. Ac-

cording to the International Telecommunications Un-

ion, Africa is best known for its best penetration of 

mobile telephony since 2011. And who are the main 

users of ICTs? The youth. Today in Yaounde, I know 

of certain streetside vendors that have gone digital by 

creating a Facebook page to sell their goods. If you are 

looking for a job, all you need to do is use NJOKU 

and many other web sites. No need to travel to Douala 

or Bamenda anymore. 

Talking about ICTs, you have been seen as one of 

the proponents of ICT use in Cameroon through 

your firm, MGSOFT. What in your opinion is the 

place of ICTs in the development of the country? 

The development of a country is not possible without 

the integration of digital technologies. Everything is 

connected: telephones, television, buildings, and cit-

ies. Internet is the focus of our discussions and our 

work. In factories, robots have taken the place of men. 

In banks, computers make decisions and calculate in a 

matter of seconds what use to take forever, thereby 

helping bank workers. Surveillance of cities and 

neighborhoods through cameras has become a normal 

scenery, hence you can assign policemen to do some-

thing else. . 

What services does MGSOFT offer in that regard? 

“I was invited by the Minister of Youth and Civic 

Education to the Regional Workshop for the  

implementation of the Special Three-year Plan 

for the integration of youth aimed at helping and 

quickening the socioeconomic integration of the 

youth. I was moderator of the Workshop Four on 

digital economy. We arrived at the conclusion 

that the region is characterized by a general  

illiteracy and digital illiteracy specifically. So 

we advocated the reduction of taxes on the im-

port of electronic equipment such as Smart-

phones, modems etc, the installation of the solar 

panels to mitigate the lack of energy, sensitisa-

tion on digital economy, a basic training on ICT 

and digital marketing and finally, the extension 

of mobile payment solutions.” 

“MGSOFT is a publisher and a  

developer of mobile applications. With 

the advent of smartphones and tablets, 

the need for mobile applications came. 

Mobile applications have been  

developed to satisfy the need of  

westerners. But Africa needs its  

mobile applications for its people,  

mobile applications that can helpful  

to the African people.” 
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MGSOFT is a publisher and a developer of mobile appli-

cations. With the advent of smartphones and tablets, the 

need for mobile applications came. Mobile applications 

have been developed to satisfy the need of Westerners. Of 

course, they also developed some universal mobile appli-

cations like WhatsApp or Twitter. But Africa needs its 

mobile applications for its people, mobile applications that 

can be helpful to the African people. For instance, you 

may consider the mobile application UBER. UBER is an 

American transportation company. It develops markets 

and operates the UBER mobile app, which allows con-

sumers with smartphones to submit a trip request which is 

then routed to UBER drivers who use their own cars. This 

type of application is designed for Westerners based on 

their culture and mentality. If you bring the UBER appli-

cation to Cameroon, I doubt whether it will work because 

in our culture; we do not do carpooling. Everyone wants 

to have his own car. So MGSOFT is there to design, de-

velop and publish mobile applications that are suited for 

our needs and that take into account our cultures and men-

tal framework. For instance, take the mobile application 

NJOKA, it can help you find a night-club, the location of 

a concert or a party within the cities of Yaounde and 

Douala. That, with our mobile application CAMER HO-

TELS, used to reserve and pay for a hotel by way of a mo-

bile phone, shall be very useful during the upcoming CAF 

African Cup of Nations Football tournament in Camer-

oon. 

In February 2016, you and other young ICT profes-

sionals met with the Minister of Posts and Telecom-

munications. What was the outcome of that meeting? 

The Minister of Posts and Telecommunications, Madam 

Minette LIBOM LI LIKENG had the brilliant idea to 

exchange live via videoconferencing with young people 

from seven regions of Cameroon who came to present 

their digital projects, mainly mobile applications. This 

was the first time it happened in Cameroon that a 

minister goes to meet young people a Video Conference. 

Candace Nkoth Bisseck of Kaymu and I from MGSOFT 

were honoured to be portrayed as success stories. Nearly 

3,000 young people registered on the website intended 

for the video conference and you can agree with me that 

it means a lot for the digital future of our country. The 

outcome of that event remains in the hands of the 

minister, but we expect her to closely follow up the 

projects she saw and instruct her collaborators to support 

and accompany some of these projects so that Cameroon 

can emerge as a benchmark for digital development in 

the sub-region 

Do you see the new Minister of Posts and Telecommu-

nications as serious in implementing some of your 

proposals? 

All I can say for now is that the new Minister of Posts 

and Telecommunications demonstrates the will and the 

determination to make things happen in this ministry. 

And we can give her some credit for it. Keep in mind that 

 

“MBOA STORE is the first  

Central African store for mobile 

applications with local contents 

which brings them to the attention 

of the media so that Cameroonians 

can log to www.mboastore.cm  

and download their mobile 

applications.”  
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she is coming from the General Directorate of Customs, 

where she proved her worth. The digital world is both 

complex and fast-paced, meaning that she has to be swift and 

methodical in her actions and also take into account all the 

stakeholders of the Digital Economy. As far as MGSOFT is 

concerned, I can tell you that the minister was able to do in 

less than 12 days something that had not been done for three 

years: She was able to identify the MBOA STORE as the first 

Central African store for mobile applications with local 

contents and bring it to the attention of the media so that 

Cameroonians can log to www.mboastore.cm and download 

their mobile applications.  

Speaking of proposals, you definitely refer to the First Days 

of the Digital Economy held at the Yaounde Conference 

Centre which was another landmark achievement by the 

minister. I was the rapporteur of the workshop on Digital So-

lution Developers  (programmers). This national 

brainstorming exercise was aimed at making proposals to the 

government that must be implemented in a short or medium 

term, not in the long term. Because Cameroon already lags 

behind on digital appropriation, there is no need thinking of 

long-term implementations. In a nutshell, Cameroon has to 

quickly switchover to Broadband Internet, create technology 

cities or parks, institutionalize strategic projects or put the 

various sector financing funds (FST, ESF ....) for contribution 

to the development of a digital era in Cameroon. 

So many Cameroonians worldwide are showing prowess 

in the ICT domain. Did you propose the creation of a city 

with characteristics of a Free Economic zone and with 

broadband infrastructure somewhere in Cameroon as a 

haven for IT Start-ups like India, for example, did with 

Bangalore, today known as the “Silicon Valley of India”? 

As I mentioned above, creating technology parks or cities is 

one of the key recommendations of the First Days of the 

Digital Economy. We are looking forward to that. But as you 

already know Buea in the South West Region begins to distin-

guish itself as the Silicon Valley of Cameroon. It would be 

more strategic to  think of a city like Bangalore with all the 

easy access for developers and inventors as a free economic 

area, with broadband infrastructure and co-working spaces, 

just to mention a few. 

Théophile Abega Moussa, you left a more conducive envi-

ronment in the USA after a dozen of years spent there, to 

settle in Cameroon. What prompted your decision? 

I returned to Cameroon from the USA with the desire to serve 

my country by walking the walk instead of talking 

the talk. I wanted to be part of the very few who are 

privileged to bring about change in Africa and hence 

contribute to its technological and economic devel-

opment. Remember that Africa is the future, which 

is what they use to say. The time has come for Af-

rica to shine to the face of the world and I wanted to 

be there when the time comes. The second reason is 

that Cameroon is a land of opportunities with several 

untapped fields.   

What are your dreams for Cameroon? 

Contribute in making Cameroon the hub of digital 

economy in Central Africa. I had the privilege of 

introducing mobile applications in Cameroon in 

2012. We were the first to develop the first 

Cameroonian mobile application in Cameroon. We 

are the first to have created the first mobile 

application store - the MBOA STORE - and we are 

currently working on other projects for 2016 that the 

public will discover. All these things will help 

strengthen the position of our country on the 

international stage when it comes to the digital 

economy. 

Your impressions about Success Story e-

Magazine, an ICT product? 

Each country, each community has the duty to 

celebrate those who succeed and those who 

positively distinguish themselves so as to make them 

role models for the younger generations. Success 

Story e-Magazine is doing this job with mastery. 

Now, the world is digital and if you want to impact 

millions of people in one click, you have to use the 

Information and Communications Technology. I am 

pleased to know George Mbella - a friend and 

brother and classmate back in College Bilingual 

d’Application de Yaoundé - and members of the 

Success Story group were visionaries  enough to 

understand that going paperless is the way to go. We 

will see at MGSOFT how to help this e-Magazine 

have a mobile application so that its 

readers who are in Chicago, Berlin, 

London or Lagos can have this 

magazine on their smartphones and 

their tablets.        Lionel Gebah 

 

“I returned to Cameroon from the 

USA with the desire to serve my  

country by walking the walk instead  

of  talking the talk. I wanted to be part 

of the very few who are privileged to 

bring about change in Africa and 

hence contribute to its technological 

and economic development.” 
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How Cameroonians Showcase  

Fashion Trends 

Samuel-Martin Enoh Besong 
Diplomat  

Minister Plenipotentiary 



Recipe 

-5 cups of rice (Basmati preferably) 
-1 whole chicken or 4-6 chicken split chicken breast (3 to 4 lbs) or 
3 to 4lbs of beef stew 
-4 cups  of coconut milk 
-1 large onion 
-4 large Jamaican hot pepper 
-½ large red bell pepper 
-½ large green bell pepper 

Cooking With Terese 
www.facebook.com/cookingwithterese 

#CWT 

Coconut Curry Rice  

                                     Method 
-Prepare and cut chicken into moderate sizes as desired, spice with white pepper, black pepper and pinch of salt and 
1 bouillon cube and bake for about 20 to 30 minutes or until cooked. 
-Put coconut milk in blender, add spices and puree 
-Warm up your oil and add coconut milk with pureed spices. Add 3 to 4 tablespoons of curry powder 
-Add 4 cups of water 
-Add bouillon cubes and salt to taste and bring to a boil for about  3 minutes 
-Add rice and cook on low to medium for about 20 to 30 minutes until cooked.                     Enjoy... 

-½ cut leeks 
-1 cup canola oil 
-½ teaspoon salt 
-3-4 bouillon cubes (maggi) 
-4 Cups of water 
-3 stems of celery 
-2 stems green onion 
-3 cups green beans 
-3 cups carrots 
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