
About Talented Cameroonians at Home and Abroad 

N° 018             

Rewarded for 
Excellence in 
Food Safety 

Risk   
Management 

in the  
USA 

“No parent should 
have to worry that 
their child is going 

to get sick from 
their lunch” 

President Obama 



“Protecting  
the safety of our 

Food and Drugs is 
one of the most  

fundamental  
responsibilities  

government has” 
President Obama 

March 13 2009



H ello Readers, threats to food safety all over the world have become a source of worry. We have been wit-
nesses to the outbreaks of the mad cow disease, the avian bird flu, the ebola fever and salmonella around 
the world. Everybody is at risk because some contaminated foods are still found in the market.  
 

Fortunately, Governments around the world are taking the food safety challenge seriously and they are setting up ap-
propriate mechanisms under the guidance and insistence of the Food and Agricultural Organisation (FAO). President 
Barack Obama of the United States of America has set the ball rolling  by initiating reforms for greater food safety as 
well as appointing a new team to head the FDA. 
 
In Cameroon, the Government has finally installed the members of the Food Safety Committee and has showed com-
mitment towards giving the Committee the resources it will need to meet Cameroonians’ expectations.  
 
Our urge to understand why food risks are on the rise led us to Dr. William Nganje of Morrison School of Business and 
AgriBusiness at Arizona State University. He has been recognized with grant funding from the US Department for Home-
land Security and the US Department of Agriculture. In his interview, he provides answers to several questions related to 
food safety. Our scope of understanding will be broadened by his explanations. 
 

Readers, governance circles in Cameroon are busy receiving ideas and setting up initiatives that are fa-
vorable to Cameroon’s development. On our pages, we update you with news from the Prime Minister’s 
office. 
 
We also take you back to a few events like the installation of the new Government Delegate to the Limbe 

Urban Council and the 14th edition of the Mount Cameroon Race of Hope. 
 

With tourists, we end with a trip to the Bota Island in Limbe. Enjoy…. 
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C ameroon’s 17 million inhabitants all share one bless-
ing: ‘the love for good food,’. A European tourist, 
whose fingers were still poking the bones of a roasted 
fish at the Limbe Downbeach Roast Fish Spot,  

seemed to share this view after touring the major regions of 
Cameroon. He was marveled at the country’s very rich food pro-
duction potential and availability of a huge variety of foods on 
the tables of Cameroonian homes. 
 
Other visitors to Cameroon would readily agree that Cameroon 
is a ‘Land of Promise’, in matters of food. Markets are crowded 
with raw, semi-processed and processed foods despite the price 
hikes noticed in recent years. The globalization of eating habits 
creates room for the availability of imported foods in huge 
quantities in supermarkets. 
 
Local cereals, cooking oils, meat, poultry, eggs, fish, vegetables, 
dairy foods, fruits co-exist in great varieties and quantities. 
Food processing plants are growing in number to transform 
some these foods into other byproducts that are consumed and 
exported, as well. 

 
Cameroon is also boasts of the greatest food production poten-
tial in the CEMAC sub-region. This ‘Breadbasket’ potential 
couples with yet another potential as a destination and ‘Gate 
way’ into the sub region for imported food.  
 
In restaurants, European dishes compete with traditional 
dishes. In cities like Douala and Yaounde, some traditional 
dishes like Ndole, Fufu and Eru and Achu have practically 
the same cult status as Poulet DG, Couscous Algérien and 
others.  Change in working hours and the empowerment of the 
woman in recent years have led to the rise of eating houses in 
city centres. Foods consumed include cereals, vegetables, 
meats, fish that Cameroonians enjoy with great pleasure.  

 
Unfortunately, some of these raw or cooked foods 
are sometimes not prepared or stored under appro-

priate hygienic and sanitary conditions. In their great 
majority, Cameroonians are often victims of gastro-
intestinal discomforts caused regularly by some of the  
foods that they consume. Hence, the concern by Govern-
ment for creating safeguards to guarantee greater food 
safety in Cameroon. 
 
Echoes of peanut product recalls in the United States of 
America have raised eyebrows in Cameroon. President 
Obama’s sweeping food safety reforms as well as  ap-
pointment of the bio-terrorism expert Dr. Margaret 
‘Peggie’ Hamburg to head reforms in the food safety sec-
tor, could have been eye openers for the Cameroonian 
Government. 
 
On Tuesday March 31 2009, Cameroon’s Minister of 
Mines, Industry and Technological, Badel Ndanga 
Ndinga, installed the members of the National Food 
Safety Committee in Yaounde, with the support of the 
Food and Agricultural Organisation. 
 
The members have as mission to reduce the risks linked 
to the proliferation of contaminated food products in the 
Cameroonian market. While outlining the tasks of the 
Committee, the Minister stated that the event was the 
result of a very long process that would revolutionise 
the quality control system in Cameroon. The event 
brought lots of hope to FAO authorities and Cameroo-
nians as well, for food borne diseases are on the rise in 
Cameroon resulting from inefficient policies to set up 
and monitor food safety mechanisms to check health 
risks associated to food contamination. 4 
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In recent years, so many have followed with concern the 
food related panics like Mad Cow disease and the avian 
bird flu. These happenings have brought attention to weak-
nesses in Cameroon’s existing food defense mechanisms 
and revealed the different risks related to food contamina-
tion among the population. 
 
The first alarm was raised early this decade by the World 
Health Report published in 2001. The Report highlighted 
food safety and quality problems encountered by Cameroon. 
Besides a weak legislation, inefficient quality control as 
well as insufficient and inefficient control of imports, the 
Report pointed out that exported foods did not conform to 
international standards set by Codex Alimentarius. The 
Codex Alimentarius (or Food Code)  is a collection of inter-
nationally recognized standards, codes pf practice, guide-
lines and other recommendations related to foods, food pro-
duction and food safety. 

After the Report, Cameroon passed more laws to safeguard 
food safety emphasizing on items like food labeling; date 
marking and marking of weights and measures; sampling 
procedures; importation and exportation of food; in process 
food quality control; licensing and registration of food prem-
ises; closure of unhygienic food premises; health control of 
food handlers; advertising of food; use of safe food packag-
ing materials; ante-mortem/post-mortem examination of 
food animals. 
 
Despite these pieces of legislation, risks still existed. Ex-
pired and poor quality food products remained in the mar-
kets, unchecked. Imported foods of doubtful quality still 
found their ways into market shops through contraband or 
inefficient custom controls. Fresh fish and poultry products 
were poorly conserved during transportation affecting their 
quality. Veterinary services that were put incharge of qual-
ity control were poorly equipped and understaffed condi-
tions under which local products were transformed and dis-
tributed were often not secured. The sterilization of certain 

consumer products especially dairy products, were done under 
unacceptable conditions. Some processing plants added chemi-
cals and nutrients that were toxic and dangerous to human 
health.  
 
Cameroon’s food safety situation was x-rayed further during 
the Regional Conference on Food Safety in Africa organ-
ised by the FAO in Harare-Zimbabwe from 3rd to 6th October 
2005. The presentation of studies conducted in 2003 by the 
Centre Pasteur du Cameroun raised the second alarm. From 
200 types of imported frozen chicken analysed, 154 had unsat-
isfactory quality, from a microbiological point of view. Some 
industries transforming dairy products practised approxi-
mately or not auto-control and were not under quality insur-
ance. With growing demand from consumers for grilled pork 
meat, the clandestine killing of pork was done all over the 
country with poor quality control. The Centre Pasteur further 
examined samples of food sold in public places (like cooked 
food, pastries, conditions, ice frozen cream) and found out that 
they contained microorganisms that showed traces of fecal con-
tamination (E.coli, staphylococcus aureus) and pathogenic bac-
teria including 26 salmonella amongst which figured promi-
nently salmonella kiehl, salmonella Montevideo, salmonella 
Stanley, salmonella typhimurium and salmonella enterica sp 
enterica. 
 
The study also revealed that Plesiomonal Shigelloïdes was 
identified on a plate of cold fish that was served as an entry. 
This was identified as being responsible for food contamination 
of 80 persons working in a company. 
 
The FAO has  supported the creation of a food safety committee 
to enable Cameroon adhere to standards set by Codex Alimen-
tarius and reduce the incidence of food borne diseases that still 
cause misery to families. 
 
With Government’s growing commitment, it is hoped that re-
gional veterinary laboratories will be furnished with equip-
ment, qualified personnel and operating budgets to succeed in 
their mission and that local councils will continue to rehabili-
tate their slaughter houses to include pork and poultry prod-
ucts. Samples of food products should be regularly collected 
from shops and public eating houses for analysis in collabora-
tion with reputed laboratories and consumer protection organi-
zations. It is also important for the new Food Safety Committee 
to monitor and trace food products that have been recalled in 
other countries so as to minimize opportunities for 
food contamination of the population. By George M. 
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D r. Nganje is an Associate Professor at the Morrison 
School of Management and Agribusiness, at Ari-
zona State University. He completed his Ph.D. 
from the University of Illinois in Agricultural Eco-

nomics, with specialization in Agribusiness and Ag-Finance in 
May 1998. He also completed a five year professional degree - 
Ingenieur Agronome from Ecole Nationale Supérieure d’A-
gronomie (ENSA) in 1990. Prior to joining ASU he was As-
sistant and Associate Professor at North Dakota State Uni-
versity for eight and the half years. 

He has served as secretary, vice chair and chair for the West-
ern Extension and Research Activity Committee on Agribusi-
ness (WERA – 72). WERA-72 coordinates research, teaching 
and agribusiness outreach activities in the U.S. He has been 
the Vision and Curriculum Committee Chair at the Morrison 
School since 2007. His primary research interests are in food 
and health risk management issues, insurance and experi-
mental economics and investment analysis. 

Dr. Nganje has published several journal articles, book chap-
ters, and technical reports. His most recent journal articles 

can be found in the Review of Agricultural Economics; 
Food Policy; Agricultural Economics; Journal of Interna-
tional Agricultural Trade and Development; Agribusiness, 
An International Journal; Canadian Journal of Agricul-
tural Economics; Agricultural Finance Review, Journal of 
Food Distribution Research, and the American Journal of 
Agricultural Economics.  

He has received several grants and teaching awards. He 
received the 2005 Western Agricultural Economic Associa-
tion Outstanding Undergraduate Teacher with less than 
ten years experience. Dr. Nganje is currently on the edito-
rial board for the Journal of Agricultural and Resource 
Economics. 

He enjoys playing tennis and racket ball and serving on 
non profits association. He was recently appointed to the 
Black Board of Directors Project. He is married to Dr. An-
nette Enanga Nganje, Pharm.D and they both have four 
children; Willann Ikome and Willette Epupa Nganje (17 
years old twins), Elizabeth Enjema Nganje (12 years old) 
and Simon Elive Nganje (9 years old). 

His primary research interests are in food and 
health risk management issues, insurance and 

experimental economics and investment analysis. 



Welcome to the Success Story E-Magazine, Dr. William 
Nganje. What is the link between Food Security, Food Safety 
and Food Defense? 
Nations produce abundant food (food security) to feed their popula-
tion and sell the surplus to regional and global markets under 
agreeable food safety and quality standards. Food safety and quality 
standards have become a major concern in recent years due to the 
advent of foodborne pathogens, some known (e. coli o157, Salmo-
nella, Avian bird flu, etc.) and some unknown. In the U.S. alone, 
36,000 are hospitalized and 5,000 people die annually because of 
foodborne pathogens. On the other hand, billions of dollars are lost 
due to food recalls and trade restrictions to ensure safety food trade. 
 
Better business in the food world today is not just producing abun-
dant food, but making sure the food is safe.  Real time tracking tech-
nologies, global certification and standards, statistical process con-
trol systems, and policies can be used to make the food supply safer 
for local consumption and trade.  One of my research area is to ex-
amine the cost-effectiveness of tools to manage food safety 
(unintentional contamination of food by pathogens) and food defense 
(intentional contamination of food by disgruntled employees or ter-
rorist) risks. 
 
You are a holder of a Ph.D from the University of Illinois in 
Agricultural Economics with specialization in Agribusiness 
and Ag-Finance. What justifies your recent interest in Food 
Safety and Food Defense Risks? 
Yes, my areas of specialization are in agribusiness and Ag. Finance.  
One definition of Agribusiness is adding value to primary agricul-
tural products, through further processing, financial processes and 
improving food quality and standards.  Food safety plays an integral 
role in value added processes. 
One important function in Finance is risk management.  Introduc-
ing financial tools of risk management like Value-at-Risk, Real Op-
tions, etc.  enables us to solve emerging food problems with existing 

tools and solutions. Finance tools enables us to quantify food 
safety risks in monetary terms, determine the timing and cost-
effectiveness of investment decisions (e.g., investment intelligent 
systems). 
 
In the United States of America, the State of Arizona is a 
key player in the imported fruit and vegetable product sup-
ply chain. What are the different threats to food safety that 
you have so far encountered in this State and how did the 
food defense systems respond? 

“Food safety and quality  
standards have become a major 

concern in recent years due to the 
advent of food borne  

pathogens, some known (e. coli 
o157, Salmonella, Avian bird flu, 

etc.) and some unknown.”  

“Better business in the food  
world today is not just  

producing abundant food,  
but making sure the  

food is safe.” 



Arizona like many Border States in the U.S. have a significant source of 
revenue from border trade.  For example, the Nogales Port of Entry 
accounts for almost 50 percent to imported fresh produce into the US, 
during the winter months.  When there is an outbreak or food recall 
that originates from another country the regional economies in the U.S. 
that rely on trade suffer significantly. In recent years, governments and 
private industries are developing policies and food safety tools with real 
time trace-back and trace-forward capabilities to minimize economic 
loss. One aspect of our research is to analyze the risk reduction capa-
bilities and cost-effectiveness of tools to mitigate risks. 
 
Recently you were awarded $247,092 grant from the US Depart-
ment of Homeland Security for the latest food safety study titled 
“Intelligent Food Defense Systems for International Supply 
Chains: The Case of Mexican Fresh Produce to the US” What was 
the purpose of this grant and its opportunities for success? 
This grant looks for ways to strengthen the security of the supply chain, 
not just against naturally occurring diseases and food tainting, but from 
acts of terrorism. In either case, our response must be swift and accu-
rate. It's critical that we are able to trace exactly where a threat has 
come from in the fastest time possible. Produce from Mexico comes to 
the U.S. from thousands of fields large and small, and it goes from 
farmers to packers to truckers to distributors and then to warehouses 
on the border. Learning how to trace produce along every link of that 
chain is critical to our medical and financial health. 
A nationwide salmonella outbreak that began in April and sickened 
more than 1,400 people was the largest outbreak of food-borne illness in 
a decade. It took almost three months to trace the cause to jalapeño and 
serrano peppers from Mexico. Tomatoes were initially blamed, and an 
FDA warning to that effect likely cost the industry millions of dollars. 

We need a system that is far better than the one we have to 
trace produce backward and forward. 
 
President Obama has recently taken serious measures to 
reduce risks related to Food Safety. How do you appraise 
these measures and the chances of the new FDA team to 
meet his expectations? 
Challenges facing the food supply chain have become global 
and complex with existing and emerging food safety risks of 
unintentional and intentional contamination by terror-
ist.  Appointing Dr. Margaret Hamburg, as Head of FDA, 
brings someone with extensive bioterrorism background who 
understands food safety/food terrorism risk management is-
sues.  Historically, firms may have considered supply chain 
risks and defense in the context of the potential threats and 
disruptions to their own operations. However, interconnected-
ness of firms, products and transportation infrastructure in 

“In the U.S. alone, 36,000 are  
hospitalized and 5,000 people die  
annually because of food borne 
pathogens. On the other hand, 

billions of dollars are lost due to 
food recalls and trade restrictions 

to ensure safety  
food trade.” 
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high-speed global supply chains multiplies potential costs of these 
risks and creates a critical need for a broad supply chain produce 
safety and defense framework. Sources of food safety risks originat-
ing from outside of the U.S. may have a longer trace back period, 
costing industry and other participants significantly more.  For ex-
ample, the timelines of the 2006 E. coli outbreak and recall associ-
ated with fresh bagged spinach from California and the 2008 Salmo-
nella Saintpaul outbreak/recall associated with jalapeño and Serrano 
peppers from Mexico reveal that the E. coli source was identified 
within 47 days of the first reported case (CDC 2006) while the Salmo-
nella Saintpaul outbreak took a total of 81 days (CDC 2008).  Real 
time tracking and intelligent food systems addressed in our research 
grant provide a way forward for global food safety/food terrorism risk 
management. 
 
Our readers reading about you from your native Cameroon 
will also wonder about the possible food safety threats that 
could exist with imported fresh fruits and vegetable products 
that are found in the supermarkets. What do you say about 
this? 
Cameroon is a major supplier of fresh produce (e.g., organic vegeta-
bles) to several regional and international markets.  Imagine sales to 
these markets are stopped abruptly because of some deadly patho-
gens that can neither be traced nor controlled. Yes, food borne patho-
gens can be deadly and can occur to any country at any time. Insti-
tuting control measures, by private industries and government, to 
ensure a safe food supply is the timely thing to do in today’s food 
markets. 
 
Do you envisage extending the benefits of your research find-
ings to Cameroon? 
Definitely yes!  I have written a grant project for agribusiness devel-
opment in African with particular emphasis on Cameroon, a nation 
that has great agribusiness potential.  A major emphasis will be to 
develop human capital in agribusiness and food safety/defense.  

 
Looking at the present state of Cameroon’s agriculture and 
the need for its revamping, what expert advice could you 
give to the Cameroonian food and agricultural authorities 
to revamp Cameroon’s Agriculture? 
The development of a viable agribusiness SYSTEM to critical for 
Cameroon’s development.  I put a lot of emphasis on systems be-
cause it is impractical to develop the agriculture sector when enti-
ties function in isolation.  Agribusiness and extensive value added 
to agriculture will lead to more job creations for the younger gen-
eration. However, without support systems to the private sector 
these benefits will be far fetched.  
 
How could Success Stories like you, Dr. William Nganje, 
convince US Agro-Industrial concerns to open farms and 
implant transformation factories in Cameroon for food 
products, that could be marketed towards US markets? 
Cameroon has tremendous human capital potential and the loca-
tion for West and Central Africa is ideal.  With the advent of tech-
nology, training young talents is much easier. Our faculty at ASU 
organizes short courses for the agribusiness industry in Mexico, 
and other South American countries.  I am one of the participating 
faculties in these programs. Cooperation in the U.S. has the added 
advantage to tap our expertise to meet human capital develop-
ment challenges in agribusiness.   
Arizona is heavily involved in agribusiness and the desert climate 
is comparable to some regions in Cameroon.  The ultimate jump 
start strategy to develop and expand the agribusiness industry in 
Cameroon will be to have local Council or Regional government, 
with support from the National government, exploit the expertise 
of if Diaspora to help with this transformation.  Food safety stan-
dards will be a major challenge to market to the U.S.  I have been 
working in the food safety area for more than ten years and will be 
willing to offer my expertise to my country. 
 
Dr., besides your Academic and Professional achievements, 
you are also a mover and shaker in promoting Cameroon’s 
rich cultural heritage in the United States. Which cultural 
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Food safety standards will be a major challenge to market to 
the U.S.  I have been working in the food safety area for more 

than ten years and will be willing to offer my expertise to  
my country.” 

achievements could you be credited for in the Cameroonian 
community in the United States? 
I have served as the Fako America Scholarship Coordinator and Fako 
America treasurer for several years. During my tenure as FA Scholar-
ship Coordinator, we raised several thousand dollars and provided 
scholarship to deserving Fako children annually.  Seventy percent of 
the awards were based on academic performance and twenty five per-
cent were based on needs. We established three selection committees 
to help implement the scholarship program, one in Cameroon and two 
in the U.S. (DC and North Dakota/Minnesota).  The FA scholarship 
program is an ongoing commitment for Fako America to continue pro-
viding assistance to our kids back home.  I have also provided re-
search assistantship (through my funded grants) to several Cameroo-

nian students to complete their Masters and Doctorate degrees. 
Human capital development is an area I am particularly delighted 
to assist young Cameroonians and scholars from around the globe. 
 
Talking about food, what’s your favorite Cameroonian tra-
ditional meal? 
Kwacoco (bible or ntimba-bussa) of course.  I also love fufu and 
eru, achu, roasted fish and miondor.       
 
Do you eat those foods in the United States? 
Yes, but not as often I would like.  
 
Thanks Dr. William Nganje for enriching our readers.  

 
Interviewed by George Enow Mbella-Martin 
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A fter surviving a rather long period of economic 
hardship and conforming to economic program-
ming guidelines laid down by Brettonwoods insti-
tutions, the Government of Cameroon has felt the 

need to lay down its vision for the long-term development of 
Cameroon. 
This need was materialized with the organisation of the Na-
tional Consultation Workshop on the Formulation of the Vi-
sion for the Long Term Development of Cameroon, on 
Wednesday 4 March 2009 at the Hilton Hotel in Yaounde. 
The Minister of the Economy, Planning and Territorial De-
velopment, Louis Paul Motaze stated that the new vision 
aims at elevating Cameroon to the status of emerging coun-
tries. The initiative’s objective is to return to the economic 
planning process known in yesteryears under the concept of 
Five Year Development Plans, while ensuring Cameroon’s 
greater involvement in fine tuning its strategies towards im-
proving economic performance and recovering lost economic 
terrain for the prosperity of Cameroonians. 
Presiding over the workshop, on behalf of the Head of State, 
the Prime Minister and Head of Government, Ephraim Inoni 
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said that the workshop aimed to “seek the greatest 
possible consensus on the guidelines of our major 
long-term development.” The Prime Minister hoped 
that the results of the workshop would bear all the 
necessary legitimacy as a compass for the country’s 
development. He further outlined the five challenges  
that were identified during the diagnosis of the 
Cameroonian situation as: a) the consolidation of 
the democratic process and strengthening of na-
tional unity; b) the promotion of governance that 
allows sound management of public affairs; c) the 
promotion of strong economic growth and employ-
ment; d) the transformation of youth from across the 
Cameroonian territory through training and; e) the 
need to ensure the mastery of urbanization and land 
use through the creation of an integrated national 
economy. 
To the Prime Minister, these challenges require the 
building of a framework of strategies covering all 
important themes of the development of Cameroon. 
Hence, Government’s vision, he cautioned, must be 
realistic and based on sustainable funding strategy, 
while sufficiently emphasizing on the risks and un-
certainties that could jeopardize their accomplish-
ment. Talking to the participants who were drawn 
from public organisations , the private and civil soci-
ety, he called on them to become actively involved in 
disseminating and appropriating the outcomes of 
the conference. 
This Conference rekindled hopes of majority of Cam-
eroonians who have a nostalgic opinions about the 
5-year development plans that were executed with 
success before the economic crisis struck the country 
two decades ago.  



T he National Hydrocarbons Corporation (SNH) and 
the Kribi Power Development Corporation (KPDC) 
had signed a first contract in January 2008, aimed 
at strengthening the capacity of thermal power gas 

plant in Kribi. 
 

Another ceremony took place on 16 March 2009 in the Cabi-
net Meeting Room of the Star Building, in the presence of nu-
merous employees and heads of departments concerned with 
energy. The Head of government, Ephraim Inoni seized the 
opportunity to stress the importance of gas in the economy of 
a country like Cameroon.   

The documents were signed, later on the Cameroonian side by 
Mr. Adolphe Moudiki, Director General of the SNH, and Mr 
Kris Larson, Director General of KPDC. 



Speaking at the end of the ceremony to the 
press, Jean Bernard Sindeu, Minister of 
Energy and Water, said the contract signed 
in January 2008, had been challenged by 
funders, but that with the signing of this 
agreement, it is now clear that the project 
will achieve a leap forward. Until the phase 
procedures and bidding ends. 
 
Expressing the same opinion Mr Kris Lar-
son added that that the contract amend-
ment will make the venture more viable. 
The latter also added that the KPDC will 
provide funds for the development of gas 
fields in order to expand the use of domes-
tic gas in Cameroon. 



T he Prime Minister and Head of Government, Ephraim Inoni, received a 
delegation of CIMENCAM led by the new African Regional President of 
LAFARGE Group Cameroon, John Stull and including Board Chair of 
CIMENCAM, Pierre Moukoko Mbonjo and Ravi Iyer, General Manager, 

on April 6th 2009. 
The CIMENCAM delegation disclosed plans to produce 600 thousand tons more of 
cement which will raise up their yearly capacity to meet up with the ever increas-
ing demand for this vital building material in the country. The Executives came to 
disclose future prospects of the company following the installation of the new ce-
ment grinder moving up production to an additional 600 thousand tons which 
added to the 900 thousand formally produced has given a total of about 1500 thou-
sand tons. Also, in Figil in the Northern Region, production is expected to increase 
from 200 thousand in two years if research confirms the existence of limestone in 
the area. 
The Douala based Cimenteries du Cameroon said they can stand any competition 
and continue to be the major cement company for the CEMAC sub region. 
The Head of Government Inoni, reiterated Government's concern for the product in 
the market which is very vast in Cameroon given the numerous infrastructural 
projects underway like the Kribi Port and other maritime development projects as 
well as road construction. He added that measures have been taken to protect their 
investments and to make the business environment conducive in the country.  



T he Prime Minister, Head of Government, Ephraim Inoni on 
Friday the 3rd of April 2009, at the star building granted 
audience to the authorities of the European Marketing Re-
search Centre (EMRC) to seek ways to promote the image of 

Cameroon abroad to the extent of attracting potential investors.  
"We are going to prepare a special publication on Cameron in the Dia-
logue Magazine," said  Mrs. Idit Miller head of the delegation of the 
International association, Vice President and Managing Director of 
the EMRC.  
She disclosed to the press after the audience that Dialogue Maga-
zine will publish a special report on Cameroon in its July issue 
through interviews of Cameroon Government executives as well as 
entrepreneurs on the economic potentials of the the nation.  
This initiative, they promised, will be used to propose partner-

V isiting alternative Nobel Peace Laureat of 1987, Professor Jo-
hand Galtung who was special guest of the colloquium on Peace 
and Development holding in the Protestant University took time 
off the forum to brief the Head of Government on Peace and De-

velopment Network for Conflict Transformation, an area that won the alter-
native price for peace. 
As Father of Peace and development, his experience served as an inspira-
tion to students and scholars from around the world attending the Yaounde 
Conference focusing on the theme, "Problematic of Peace and Development 
in Africa, Balance Sheet and New Stakes in the New Millenium". The re-
nowned professor of peace and development saluted the initiative of com-
bining Philosophy, Theology and development at the Faculty of Theology 
Social Sciences and International Relations which is unique in Africa 
and vital in addressing conflicts in the continent. 

T he Prime Minister has held talks with a 
delegation an Italo- Egyptian solid waste 
recycling company led by Ambassador Abdel 
Rahim Shalabi. They are in Cameroon to 

make a technical proposal for waste treatment in 
Yaounde and Douala. According to the head of the 
delegation, their system with 50 years of experience 
brings a wealth of knowledge for the recovery of re-
newable energy and waste. 
The Rome-based company, Gesenu-Jaz manages a 
landfield of waste treatment, the biggest in Europe. 
Prime Minister Inoni who welcomed the initiative 
encouraged them to embark on the feasibility stud-
ies.   

ships between nationals and counterparts in Europe, Asia and 
the Americas.   
Dialogue Magazine is published in English, French and Portu-
guese, and has worldwide readership, particularly within ranks 
of decision-makers, Government authorities, diplomats and com-
pany heads.  
Besides, Mrs. Idit announced that they have projects in the 
pipeline to promote business with Africa and other parts of the 
world. Indeed, an economic mission is being organized in Israel 
while a big agro-business forum is in the works for Cape Town, 
South Africa in June 2009.   
Mrs. Miller was accompanied to the audience by Mr. Oumarou 
Fadil, Mayor for Douala III district, who himself is a renown 
economic operator.   



T he population of Limbe joined several dignitaries at the 
Manga William Avenue on March 6 2009 to watch the 
solemn commissioning of Mr. Andrew Motanga Mon-
jimba into his new functions as pioneer Government 

Delegate to the  Limbe City Council. 
Before the arrival of the Minister of Territorial Administration  
and Decentralisation, Marafa Hamidou Yaya, the ceremonial 
grounds were warmed by dozens of traditional dance groups to 
express the happiness of the different communities that inhabit 
the seaside city of Limbe. The dance groups represented several 
tribes from different regions in Cameroon. 
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M inister Marafa Hamidou Yaya was received 
by the administrative authorities of Fako 
Division as well as the Lord Mayor of 
Limbe I, Mr Daniel Matute Lyonga. 

The Minister was given a bouquet of flowers and lis-
tened to the National Anthem played by the legendary 
Limbe Municipal Band, before joining the dignitaries 
and guests at the grandstand. 
Among guests who had arrived the city for the cere-
mony were government officials, corporate heads and 
traditional leaders. 
The dignitaries were impressed by the turnout of the 
population whose  joy, since the appointment of the new 
Government Delegate, had filled the city with hopes 
that most the city’s  development priorities will be ad-
dressed with urgency by the new municipal administra-
tor who is considered a ‘Man of the People’ and selfless 
administrator. 



W hile commissioning the new Government 
Delegate unto his functions, Minister 
Marafa Hamidou Yaya instructed Mr. An-
drew Motanga Monjimba to fight against 

the urban disorder and give the city of Limbe a new face-
lift. Limbe has grown from an Urban Council to a City 
Council. The new Government Delegate is also expected 
to build an effective drainage system, for the city that 
still records floods during rainy seasons, occasionally 
leading to the loss of lives.  
The Government and population expect to see the reha-
bilitation of existing roads and urban infrastructure as 
well as construction of new ones to give Limbe the mod-
ern outlook of a growing industrial city.  
The Minister touched other priority areas like the respect 
of laws guiding the award of contracts and the transpar-
ent and efficient management of council revenue. 
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T he outgoing Government Delegate Lifanda 
Samuel Ebiama, was congratulated for initiat-
ing several development projects during his 
tenure of office and transforming Limbe into a 

destination for tourism and investment.  
His emphasis on youth employment, the cleanliness of 
the city and decentralised cooperation have made Limbe 
a reference that other municipalities have followed. 
The staff of the Limbe City Council were joined by sev-
eral admirers to offer Mr Lifanda Ebiama Samuel a befit-
ting farewell lunch and to laud his clairvoyant steward-
ship of the municipality. 
The Government has placed the city of Limbe high on its 
economic recovery agenda. Limbe’s seaside advantage 
offers opportunities for the implantation of a vast indus-
trial zone whose activities would be more intense and 
meaningful to the national economy after the construc-
tion of a deep sea port.    By Nkeng David 



T he 14th edition of The Mount Cameroon Race of 
Hope was organised in Buea on February 21 2009. It 
brought together more than 600 athletes from all 
over the world and thousands of spectators to the 

Molyko Sports Complex, where the winner Ernest Vuffo 
Momo crossed the finish line after 4 hours 38 minutes and 
won the sum of 3 million francs CFA. 
The winner of the female senior category, Yvonne Ngwaya 
also received a trophy and a sum of 3 million francs CFA after 
completing the race in 5 hours 22 minutes. 



The Mount Cameroon Race of Hope is a sports and tourism 
event that holds  in the town of Buea, every year. It is jointly 
organised by the Ministry of Sports & Physical Education and 
the Cameroon Athletics Federation, with several companies 
adding funds through advertising and various forms of spon-
sorship. 
The race starts at 7 am at the Molyko Stadium and athletes 
run up the summit of Mount Cameroon competing in four 
categories: Veteran (40-60 years), Women Category; Junior 
Category (9-17 years) and the Male senior category. 
While the athletes find their way up and down the mountain, 
cultural dance and musical groups keep the spectators enter-
tained until the runners arrive the finish line and trophies are 
awarded.   By Eko Victor (www.fakotourism.com) 
 



L ooking into the sea from the black sandy beaches of 
the Downbeach neighbourhood in  Limbe, every in-
habitant or visitor to Limbe would easily see a string 
of uninhabited Islands that stretch from the ‘East’ to 

the ‘West Coast’. Prominent among these islands are the Mon-
doli Island as well as the Bota Island. 
The Bota Island is famous for it was host to the Bota people 
until 1958 when the inhabitants were relocated towards the 
mainland on the WOVIA NEW SETTLEMENT. 
Bota Island is now one of Limbe’s most attractive touristic 
sites. Throughout the year, tourists register with the Fako 
Tourism Board for a canoe ride to the Island where they are 
guided through the relics of the wovia civilization and varie-
ties or flora and fauna found on the Island. By Eko Victor  

Mondoli Island 



 

Bota Island 

www.fakotourism.com 

Bota Island 

Seme New Beach 



“I would like to train young 
Cameroonians to value volunteering. 

It is very important in building 
skills and makes a great way to give 

back to our communities…”  

“Women now hold key political positions in 
Cameroon even though we still want to see 

more female ministers in most of the key 
ministries in Cameroon.  More women have 

taken up challenges and are now in  
engineering programs. Females are Senior 

Divisional officers today. We also are proud 
to have a Cameroonian born female Pilot. 
Today we have a lot of female pastors in  

Cameroon. These were positions reserved 
for Men only. 

We also look forward to seeing female 
Governors and generals in the military.” 

Melanie Ngangen 
Manchester, UK 

President Tamfu  
Patience 

USA 



 

Azi Niba, USA 

 
Abuse can be  

caused by things 
like: cheating,  

financial problems 
and other  

kinds  
of  

pressure.  
 

Cynthia   
Anduhtabe, UK 

 
It is never  

justifiable for  
a woman or  
anyone to 

abuse their 
partner. There 
is no excuse for 

that! 

Kibonen Nfi, USA 

Many people are still 
in denial that women 
can be the originators 

of violence. These 
women are not  

punished like they  
deserve. In America, 

their actions are 
treated accordingly 

and many women are 
even jailed.    

Phebe Etchu, USA 

Some Cameroonian 
women can dish out as 
much as they receive. 

But two wrongs do not 
make a right. 

There are conniving, 
evil, women who plot 

their partners’  
downfalls. This, in my  

opinion is the worst 
form of abuse.  
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