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H i There! Let’s Talk Business, Investments and Development! We join you in celebrating the launch of a new economic vision 
for Cameroon that will be prioritizing the creation of wealth and employment. Better late than Never! 
 

Cameroon still remains one of the most endowed countries in World. Only a good economic vision and sound strategies 
could take the country’s economic performance to higher heights. Now that political will vibrates on same wavelength 

with expectations, let’s now strategize on how every Cameroonian at home or abroad could become involved individually and/or 
collective, for Cameroon needs foreign direct investments. Cameroonians abroad can now pull the system to open up to their laud-
able initiatives to contribute economically to the prosperity of Cameroonians.  
 

In this issue, we called in few dynamic and very young achievers with sound ideas on what ought to be done, henceforth. Michael 
MAKIA is the President of the African Chamber of Commerce in Russia. We used our powers and prerogatives that you have con-
ferred upon us to interrupt one of his trips to Africa with Russian businessmen, to request Cameroon’s share in his programme. 
 

Dr. Romeo Tedongap could not stop us from exploring his brain for explanations on the present global economic order as well as 
ideas on the most suitable strategies for economic recovery in Cameroon. 
 

Tiku AGBORBESONG could not also hide from our inquisitive team that was seeking to extract some knowledge about the strength 
and weaknesses of Cameroon’s economy. He responded with sincerity, mastery and incisive analytical views on the ills of our econ-
omy and made several suggestions for a practical approach to economic recovery. 
 

We believe some Cameroonians in the Diaspora should start returning home to pass on knowledge and skills to 
the young and help speed up Cameroon’s  integration into the global scene. We are quasi-absent! Dr. Elvira 
MEOTO provides us with a fascinating example of how a Cameroonian can leave all the niceties abroad and 
rush back to contribute to nation building in the domain of education. Our Universities need You! 
 

We will be searching for more of your views on Cameroon’s Economic Recovery, so if you hear our call, 
harden not your hearts and close not your brains, if you are a Success Story! 

 

We feel honoured to announce the participation of the Dr. Churchill Ewumbue-Monono in a colourful interview 
that will be published in the next issue. Let’s see how the embassies come into the game plan. 

 

Thumbs Up to the KiRetters for storming Atlanta with our precious toghu embroidery! Enjoy…………. 
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P rime Minister Yang Philemon’s gov-
ernment has adopted a long term 
strategy to ensure sustained growth. 
Speaking to the members of Parlia-

ment during the November 2009 budgetary 
session, the Prime Minister disclosed that the 
new strategy is based on two instruments.  
“The first is the Cameroon Vision 2035 Paper 
which aims to make Cameroon and emerging de-
mocratic country, united in its diversity. The sec-
ond is the Growth and Employment Strat-
egy Paper which from 2010, will replace the 
Poverty Reduction Strategy  Paper and marks the 
start in the concretization of the Vision in the fol-
lowing sectors: infrastructure, rural development, 
industries and services, health, education, social 
development and governance,” he explained. 
 

The Cameroon Vision 2035 Paper places our 
country on the same footing as other nations 
that have defined a clear ambition to realize 
the Millennium Development Goals and join 
the category of emerging countries. 
 

The Growth and Employment Strategy Paper 
guns for objectives that could not be attained 
under the previous Poverty Reduction Strategy 
Paper whose execution  was supervised by the 
International Monetary Fund and the World 
Bank. Over the years following the economic 
crisis of the late 80s, emphasis was placed on 
correcting macroeconomic disequilibriums than 
on actually creating wealth and increasing the 
purchasing power of Cameroonians. The Growth 
and Employment Strategy Paper will therefore 
empower the private sector to create wealth 
under an improved business climate that will 
allow them to increase their investments and 
production capacities so as to boost supply of 
more goods and services for local consumption 
and exportation. 
  

The new strategy is ambitious and places re-
sponsibility on government to set conditions 
for the right business environments character-
ized by free entry and exit of enterprises, fiscal 
incentives, free trade zones, energy supply, mo-
bility of labour, modern transport infrastruc-
ture, access to information, acquisition of prop-
erty, corruption-free enforcement of business 
transactions and access to credit facilities, 
among others. The existence of these factors 
will not only reverse the current declining GDP 
growth but also appeal to foreign direct invest-
ment (FDI) and lead to the importation of 
capital and more productive companies to 
stimulate productivity improvements through-

out the economy. To this regard, the 
Prime Minister assured that “...as 

economic growth in our country is a continuous 
concern, Government will therefore in 2010 
strive to attract public and private investments, 
and consolidate a more conducive climate for the 
conduct of business.” 
Under the strategy, it is expected that more 
employment opportunities will be generated 
by growth. A buoyant private sector will  
provide more jobs, because the Prime Minis-
ter also disclosed that “one of Government’s 
major objectives in the fight against poverty is to 
transform small and medium-size enterprises 
and handicrafts into levers of growth, and pro-
viders of wealth and decent employment.” Nu-
merous job-creating public investment pro-
jects have been earmarked in various do-
mains to be executed across the country un-
der the  2010 fiscal year  budget that stands, 
balanced in revenue and expenditure, at 
CFAF 2,570 billion. 
 

Simultaneously, Cameroonians should also 
expect to see the Decentralisation Process 
attain another milestone with its launch in 
January 2010. After the creation of the Na-
tional Decentralisation Council by Presiden-
tial decree on August 5 2009, the Prime Min-
ister chaired an extraordinary session on No-
vember 10 2009 at the Prime Minister’s Of-
fice. The aim of the meeting that brought 
together council members alongside the heads 
of the nine ministries concerned with the 
transfer of competence was to evaluate the 
budgetary provisions which will be needed to 
set the machinery in place thus enabling sus-
tainable development in all parts of the coun-
try. Uncountable capacity-building fora have 
been organized for municipal executives in 

recent years to prepare them for effective 
decentralization. 
 

Thus, January 2010 ushers Cameroonians 
into a new era of economic growth, em-
ployment and sustainable development.  
It also opens windows of opportunities for 
Cameroonians in the Diaspora who want to 
invest in the creation of enterprises and 
facilitate development in their municipali-
ties in Cameroon. Some who hold the na-
tionalities of their host countries have peti-
tioned the Head of State to grant them 
dual-citizenship status so as to enable them 
participate fully in the political and eco-
nomic growth of Cameroon. Statistics seem 
to indicate that the amount of remittances 
received in Cameroon is growing with more 
of it being invested in infrastructure and 
the creation of small and medium-size en-
terprises. Hopefully, Cameroonians in the 
Diaspora will be associated as facilitators 
in the building of partnerships 
with foreign investors and mu-
nicipalities, and be granted 
special incentives to begin 
transferring technology from 
their host countries.                     
 By George Mbella 
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Good Day Mr President, We are honoured to have you on Suc-
cess Story E-Magazine after so many months trying to distract 
you from your very tight schedule 
Thanks for having me. It’s a pleasure. 
 

Your schoolmates remember your interest in business from your 
days at SASSE College, what explains this continuing interest 
and your progress to International Trade? 
I figure this quest for business and business studies got its roots 
from my Dad. As a young boy, I remember my Dad trying his 
hands on several business projects like opening the first Driving 
school in Buea “ Ntoh Tabi Driving School”  in Great Soppo, that 
was in the late 70s early 80s. He had a fleet of taxis, some of the 
drivers whom have become real big business men today. 
This desire for International trade got its turning point when l 
helped my Dad in one of his new projects- the importation of fairly 
used cars to Cameroon. Remember we are talking of the 80s when 
little did people know how to go about such trades. My dad was a 
bit limited in business studies, so he would ask me or my junior 
brother, who is now a medical doctor in the United States, to assist 
him with his business correspondences.  
I remember drafting tons of Fax messages to Holland, Germany 
and Belgium. My summer vacations were spent shuttling between 
Buea and the port in Douala to clear the goods which he had 
bought from Europe. Usually, such goods were used cars, used 
fridges, musical sets, TV sets and video recorders. Do you remem-
ber how important Tv sets were to us in the 80s? 
 

Of course I do. You are President of the African Chamber of 
Commerce (Afcham) in Russia. What is the mission of this insti-
tution? 
The African Chamber of Commerce is a non-profit, non-
political organization dedicated to promoting trade, invest-
ments, cultural exchange and goodwill between the Russian 
Federation and the African continent. Our mission is to main-
tain and extend the business presence of both the Russian Fed-
eration and the African continent, for their mutual benefit. 
We envision that our efforts to continuously improve informa-
tion and consulting capabilities and our commitment to con-
tinuously assist in building business networking relationships 
between Russia and the African continent will be rewarded 

with a recognition as a partner of choice for Russian compa-
nies interested in doing business in Africa.  5 
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What are some of Afcham’s achievements in African countries 
under your stewardship? 
A pretty good question. We have been very active in Nigeria, Angola 
and the North African States. There is no political reason for this. Sim-
ply, these States have always reacted positively and promptly to our 
requests. In the Federal Republic of Nigeria, for example, we partici-
pated in restructuring the warehousing system for Shell Nigeria; a con-
solidation of core warehouses and outsourcing the peripheral activities. 

This gave them a payback of more than 3 million dollars in cost saving 
within 2,5 years.  
We consulted in the development and implementation of the optimiza-
tion transportation mode for Procter and Gamble’s South African re-
gional distribution. This yielded in 2002-2003 a cost savings in the 
amount of USD 2,625 mm ( 29% of total costs)  
Afcham consulted in the process of implementation of RF based man-
agement system for Air Egypt and SAP system at their warehouses. We 
initiated and partially managed the redesign of Russian departments, 
for the Republic of Libya. Under my supervision, we managed and im-
plemented inbound transportation optimization program for the Ango-
lan Ministry of Transport.  
One of our biggest achievements is our Participation in the Re-branding 
of Nigerian Airways to Virgin Nigeria. We lobbied for the opening of 
filial of a Russian Bank VTB in Angola, Egypt, Morocco. 

Presently, we are acting as a broker for gas and oil deals between Rus-
sian and Nigerian companies. For 5 years, we have led high level Rus-
sian Business investors to the Lagos International Trade Fair usually 
organized in November. 
As part of our job, we consult Cooperate Russia on African Business 
ethics.  
 

The Russian economy is today marked by the impressive 
performances of some successful businesses and business-
men. But what potential do they represent for Russian in-
vestment in Africa? 
I figure when you mentioned Russian Businessmen, you had Mr 
Abramovich in mind. 
 

Yes, he is the most popular in Cameroon for his links to an  
English soccer team. 
I see. As a matter of fact the Russian Economy is approaching $1 
trillion, with an investment grading rate. More than this, Russia 
will soon become a net creditor nation – an amazing feat when 
you consider the state of the economy in 1998 and its aftermath. 
The equity market is now valued at $ 850 billion with daily turn-
over of more than $ 5 billion. The corporate debt market has 
reached $25 billion- plus, and is expanding 50 percent per annum. 
The consumer finance markets are no less dynamic. 
For at least two years, Russian cooperates have had a bright 
green light to raise finance in the capital markets. We’ve seen 
some very impressive IPOs, with Sistema’s $1.5 billion float in 
2005 and Rosnefts’s $15billion listing earlier this year topping the 
growing list. 
Even more modest flotations have attracted significant capital to 
the coffers of Russian companies, like Cherkizovo’s recent $ 250 
million IPO. For the last few years we have seen unprecedented 
economic growth in Russia.  
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As to Russia’s participation in the African market, the government 
is heavily investing in projects across the African continent. From 
the beginning of Mr Putin’s term in office, we have seen a significant 
participation by the Russian government in micro and macro pro-
jects from Cape to Cairo. 
 

How many business trips to Africa has Afcham organized for 
Russian businessmen and what are the measurable outcomes? 
Like I mentioned earlier, we organize regular knock door meetings 
with African government Ministers and the African business commu-
nity. We have been the main propaganda agent for the Lagos Inter-
national Trade Fair. During such fairs, important business contacts 
are made and huge deals are signed. I wouldn’t like to go into the 
depth of some of these deals but there is one thing that really stands 
out definitely in my mind. This is one of the most memorable events 
we had in Lagos, in November 2008. I took some of our Russian 
partners to a Pentecostal church on a Sunday, to have an inside of 
this line of Protestantism. 
The local pastor cracked a joke which my partners wouldn’t forget 
till today.  He said John Smith was the only Protestant to move into 
a large Catholic neighborhood. On the first Friday of Lent, John was 
outside grilling a big juicy steak on his grill. Meanwhile, all of his 

neighbors were eating cold tuna fish for supper. This went on each 
Friday of Lent. On the last Friday of Lent, the neighborhood men 
got together and decided that something had to be done about 
John, he was tempting them to eat meat each Friday of Lent, and 
they couldn't take it anymore. They decided to try and convert 
John to Catholicism.  
They went over and talked to him and were so happy that he de-
cided to join all of his neighbors and become a Catholic. They took 
him to Church, and the Priest sprinkled some water over him, and 
said, "You were born a Baptist, you were raised a Baptist, and now 
you are a Catholic." The men were so relieved, now their biggest 
Lenten temptation was resolved. The next year's Lenten season 
rolled around. The first Friday of Lent came, and just at supper 
time, when the neighborhood was setting down to their tuna fish 
dinner, came the wafting smell of steak cooking on a grill. The 
neighborhood men could not believe their noses! WHAT WAS 
GOING ON? 
 They called each other up and decided to meet over in John's 
yard to see if he had forgotten it was the first Friday of Lent? The 
group arrived just in time to see John standing over his grill with 
a small pitcher of water. He was sprinkling some water over his 
steak on the grill, saying, "You were born a cow, you were raised a 
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cow, and now you are a fish." 
This joke by the local priest is one of the most memorable 
things my partners still keep talking about today. 
 

Cameroon has not yet benefited from your activities, President 
Makia. We expect great Cameroonians like you to market Cam-
eroon abroad for more foreign direct investment that will boost 
the economy and create jobs. You don’t make us proud, do you? 
Are you facing any challenges in doing that? 
Over the years I’ve always been asked this question. It is strange you 
didn’t ask it earlier. Like I said before, we work hand in hand with the 
governments of African states. When we receive projects which need 
financing from our brothers back at home, we immediately carryout 
feasibility studies and set the project running. some governments con-
stantly send their projects to us and we contact our business and politi-
cal leads out here to facilitate the deal. Unfortunately all my requests 
to the Prime Ministry of Cameroon, the Cameroon Chamber of Com-
merce, have gone unanswered. Attempts to build a healthy relation 
with Yaounde has not worked out. Last year, for example, I flew to 
Yaounde to begin talks with the Ministry of Sports to grant the go 
ahead for one of our partners to sponsor the Mount Cameroon race. I 
wasn’t received by the Minister whereas we had fixed the date of our 
meeting earlier. I flew in for just two days. 
Such meetings with other African Ministers and business bosses have 
never been a problem. I hope someday we shall work out a scheme for 
our cooperation.  
 

It’s sad to hear this and we should be doing something to make 
government more receptive to such initiatives in the future. 
Cameroon has a lot of investment needs and potential in its pri-
mary, secondary and tertiary sectors of activity, which areas 
have you identified as likely to arouse the interest of Russian 
Businessmen and when should we expect to see Afcham organize 
a Russian-Cameroon business investment forum to launch pub-
lic-private and private-private investment partnerships between 
both Countries? Our brother cannot be sitting on a Plum Tree 
and we don’t eat black plums, President? 
I see journalists are the same all over the world. The same provocative 
questions, all over the world. I believe we shouldn’t put the cart before 

the horse. I am scared to make such business forecasts but like 
President Biya said, all Cameroonians should always remember 
one phrase “I was born a Cameroonian, I will live a Cameroonian 
and I shall die a Cameroonian” So as a Cameroonian, I will like 
to begin by getting guarantees from the Cameroon government, 
and I hope that someday in the near future, we shall sit here 
and reflect on what we are talking today. By this I mean the 
Russo- Cameroon Business Forum.  
 

The Decentralisation process is ongoing and we expect to 
see Cameroonians abroad facilitate the establishment of 
cooperation between municipalities in their host countries 
and those of Cameroon for greater decentralized coopera-
tion so as to speed up development. How does your busi-
ness mind perceive this and how can it work? 
As a rule I don’t usually expose the ingredients of my soup to 
the public. But rest assured that as a Cameroonian I am lobby-
ing for direct cooperation between municipalities abroad and 
our local municipalities. By this I am not only talking of Rus-
sian local governments but to most of the European cities that I 
visit on my business trips. 
 

How do you judge the Cameroonian Government’s strate-
gies to attract foreign investors? 
In recent years, we have advised some African states on how to 
carry out good strategies to attract foreign investors. We have 
been watching the government of Cameroon very closely as it 
organizes numerous events in the country and abroad to pro-
mote the economic, industrial, infrastructure and labour poten-
tial of Cameroon. 
At face value, I would advise the government to carry out a new 
tax break initiative. By this, I mean the government should 
offer bigger tax incentives to strategic investors. If the govern-
ment is interested, they could consult us to help them out here. 
Besides, the government should publicize the role of Free Trade 
Zones. From my experience in the investment business, inves-
tors are usually excited to relocate to such zones because resi-
dents of such zones are eligible for various tax incentives, in-
cluding profits tax, property tax, unified social tax, land tax 
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and customs duties to significantly reduce the overall tax burden of these com-
panies and make the zone attractive for investors. 
Apart from regulatory initiatives to improve the investment climate, there 
should be a clear trend towards closer interaction between the government, 
the Civil Society and the Business community in Cameroon. 
Above all The Repub-
lic of Cameroon, 
MUST I must repeat, 
Must be present in 
MIPIM. I find it weird 
when I see very small 
countries which are 
not as interesting in 
terms of their investment climates as Cameroon in this investment fair. We are 
ready to help the government out here.   
 

You just finished a seminar on Smart Growth in St Petersburg. Could 
you through some light on this? 
Smart growth is a term coined by the world bank, that refers to a collection of 
urban development strategies. The goal of these strategies is to create commu-
nities, towns, villages, cities and neighbourhoods that are more liveable for the 
residents. They are healthier both ecologically and socially, and they also con-
tribute to economic growth in the community. 
 

Who normally gets involved with Smart Growth? 
Smart Growth is applicable to all types of people. One of 
the fundamental principles is to attract a broad spectrum 
of participants. We like to involve everyone from members 
of the public, citizens in the community, local government, 
members of state agencies who have issues about land use 
planning and resource management an issue which is still 
not properly discussed in Cameroon. Most critical is to get 
everyday citizens to participate in the decisions that will 
shape their communities. 
 

Where can you see Smart Growth in action? 
Well, as a movement it actually began 
in Maryland in the US, and has spread 
all over the world. There are active 
organisations everywhere now. This 
summer, The African Chamber of com-
merce was privileged to launch the Zambian Smart Growth 
movement.  
In September, we launched the Russian movement and its 
kicking on pretty well. It took us a while to talk over the 
Russian authorities to join this train of development. But 
now it’s the key word in every news headline across the 
country. 
 

What would be the key buzzwords to look out for in Smart 
Growth, if you launched your activities in Cameroon? 
We have quite a few buzzwords. Definitely sustainability is 
one of them. And we are quite strong in our demands for 
sustainability, whether it is being applied to ecological fac-
tors, forestry, economic development or even tourism.  
‘Mixed use’ is definitely a key element of Smart Growth. 
Mixed use is where you have certain types of different com-
mercial, residential and even light industrial facilities all in 
the same neighbourhood. That means that people don’t 
have to drive long distances for shopping or for basic social 
services. Come to think of our parents who have to drive to 
Yaounde just to get their pension papers fixed. Such trips 
are just not necessary for pensioners. Smart Growth aims to 
have everything the community needs on a daily basis all 
within walking distance. We want people to have 
easy access to all their recreational facilities. 
Another buzzword would be green infrastructure. 
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That refers to trying to imitate natural systems wherever you are build-
ing these communities. I was part of a ‘Greenpeace’ team that visited 
Finland in August this year. You can’t believe how the Finish govern-
ment is protecting its nature. Heavy penalties are levied to any individ-
ual or organisation that illegally cuts a tree or destroys nature in its 
community. Such measures should be implemented in Cameroon to keep 
our communities green 
 
 

Should Awards be reserved for the most enterprising Cameroonians to 
encourage them or should Cameroonians organize themselves into col-
lective pro-investment pools on the different continents and direct atten-
tion of businessmen to Cameroon in a spectacular way? 
I would say these two different concepts are both useful in attracting 
and stimulating investment in any society. In 2005, I was privileged to 
visit Niatrang, a south province of Vietnam. I was impressed on how 
much the Diaspora had brought in foreign investors to cooperate and 
trade in that region of the country. The mayor of the city Mr Vin deh 
Hyu told me his administration did not have the resources to advertise 
this city abroad, but thanks to the sons of the soil, his city has become 
one of the most beautiful holiday resorts in the country. I was really 
fascinated with the beauty of the city. 
As for awards to enterprising Cameroonians, I’d say it’s a good culture. 
In all business studies, it’s said the work force should always be moti-
vated. There should be trade fairs organized by the Cameroon Chamber 
of Commerce where fresh minds are praised. We at the African Chamber 
of Commerce, annually award those companies and governments which 
actively cooperate with us, and I can bet you that this business tool 
pays a hundred fold. 
 

Are you impressed with the roles played by the different embassies, be-
cause we have the impression that they are dormant instead of being ag-
gressive in this domain?  
We must be careful when we pick on foreign diplomatic missions abroad. 
We should remember that most diplomats or at least the staff of such 
missions have no business studies. My experience in the investment 
trade has familiarized me with many of the challenges involved in this 
area of business. Trust me, without such a background you won’t make 
it any where in this business. There were false starts in the beginning of 

my career, mistakes and so on.  
So I won’t be so hard on our diplomats abroad. They are 
trained for different tasks and if they don’t deliver in the 

area of investment, we could close our eyes on that. 
 

Do you have a message for our readers worldwide?  
I’m always proud when I’m given an opportunity to talk to my 
fellow brothers and friends of Cameroon around the world. We 
see Cameroon moving towards the realization and consolidation 
of many of its social projects. Let’s pray for our mother land to 
come out of the mess in which it is today. Dear brothers, always 
put our beloved Cameroon in your prayers. 
 

You certainly have been reading this E-Magazine for a long 
time. What do you think of it and how could it facilitate the in-
volvement of the Diaspora in promoting Cameroon’s develop-
ment?  
You guys should be proud of what you are doing. Thumbs up! I 
have been reading your magazine for a long time. I am im-
pressed with the quality, professionalism and usefulness of its 
content. Recently, I was on a trade fair to Luxembourg and 
during the coffee break, I walked up to talk to one of our sisters, 
who is the owner of a giant real estate firm in Luxembourg. Be-
hold, on her palm computer, she was reading the latest issue of 
E- Magazine. That was the issue with Barrister Agbor Nkongho 
Felix, who is a friend and was a classmate in Sasse college. 
We had a short chat about your Magazine, and she said its one 
of the best ideas of the younger generation to get united and I 
believe that with this unity, we can easily work together and 
achieve the desired development, we are all talking about. 
 

Tell us, do you also have frozen traces of Cameroonian food in 
your refrigerator? Which Cameroonian meal do you still enjoy 
thousands of kilometers away from home?  
You make me feel home sick. Paradoxically, I am always in 
Africa on business trips. Usually, for a day or two. Meetings 
occupy most of my time during such trips so I have little time to 
shop for food. You can’t believe that in my refrigerator there is 
no African dish. No, no, no. I’ve got some smoked meat which I 
bought in Togo last year. I wonder if it’s still good for consump-
tion. On a serious note, I really miss roasted fish and miondo. I 
remember spending most of my evenings in Limbe, to eat 
roasted fish. The ladies in down beach do it pretty well.   
 

Thanks so much President Makia for enriching our readers with 
your achievements and ideas.  
It was a pleasure talking to you. And if you have any 
concrete business projects do not hesitate to contact 
us at African Chamber of Commerce Russia. 

  
Interviewed by George Mbella 

. 
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A Talented Young  
Cameroonian Scholar 

Lecturing Financial  
Econometrics at the  
Stockholm School of  

Economics 

Hello Dr. Romeo Tedongap, Welcome to the Success Story E-
Magazine. 
Hello, and thank you for the opportunity to interact with the Suc-
cess Story E-Magazine. 
 

Take us back briefly to milestones of your academic and profes-
sional background to this point, starting from primary school? 
My entire curriculum in Cameroon took place in the West prov-
ince, starting with primary and secondary education in Bafous-
sam, and university in Dschang. I started at the St. Kisito nursery 
and primary school at Tamdja  and continued from class 4 at the 
Ste. Thérèse nursery and primary school at  Djeleng 4 , where I 
got the CEPE. I did the first part of the secondary education in 
what used to be the CES de Bafoussam, now Lycée de Bafoussam, 
at Dieng Dam. There I got the BEPC and pursued to the famous 
Lycée Classique de Bafoussam, where I achieved the Probatoire 
followed by a Baccalauréat in Mathematics and Physical Sciences. 
At University of Dschang, I obtained a Bachelor’s in Mathematics 
and Computer Science.  I left Cameroon to Ivory Coast, for engi-
neering studies in Statistics and Economics at ENSEA of Abidjan, 
and right after, I joined the PhD program in economics at the 
University of Montreal in Canada, where I graduated last year. 
The year before, I already started as an Assistant Professor in 
Finance at Stockholm School of Economics. I research and lecture 
in the areas of Asset Pricing and Financial Econometrics. 
 

As a young University Professor, how are you viewed by fellow 
Africans here in Sweden? 
Wow! I would rather like our fellow Africans answer that question 
about me. But I can say, since I moved to Sweden, I have got the 
chance of meeting and interacting with so many great people from 
Africa, from different backgrounds, and for the most part from 

Cameroon. It is always a pleasure to share my 
free time with them in social, cultural and intel-
lectual activities. I really appreciate that. 

On behalf of our readers, we want to congratulate you for such a re-
markable and successful career in the academia and prowess in han-
dling difficult questions in economics where ever you teach or partici-
pate. Today, the global economy is shaken by waves of uncertainty 
and recession. Our African countries are visibly touched at a time 
when they need much of foreign investment. In this interview, we will 
like to understand some of the issues related to the global recession, 
causes for the economic slowdown in these countries, most especially 
Cameroon, before getting your views on how the contribution of the 
Diaspora could be better enhanced, beyond remittances, to benefit the 
foreign direct investment. Are you ready? 
It is my pleasure to answer your questions on current events. 
 

As an economist, at what time did you foresee the global financial 
crisis coming and what indicators put you on alert? 
Many economists would agree that, although critical indicators of 
major sectors, especially housing and lending indicators, of the US 
financial system, reached unprecedented levels in 2005-2006, their 
attention was not called to what would happen if those sectors kept 
their momentum or suddenly lost it. A global financial crisis in 2007-
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2009, at that time was not  seen as imminent. What drew my atten-
tion, first, were news about the collapse in housing prices in the US, 
runs on the bank in England following investors’ panic,  the oil 
price  tripling from 2007 to 2008 and leading to protests against the 
rising cost of living around the world. As you can see, we were al-
ready at the beginning of a crisis that peaked in late 2008. 
 

When you saw the financial institutions in the US crash, explain to 
us the reaction of the different stock exchange institutions around 
the world till today, because we have the impression that they still 
haven’t recovered? 
As you know, after the financial crisis hit its peak in October 2008, 
governments and central banks in major economic zones around 
world attempted several measures as an immediate response to the 
crisis, especially by issuing money for both helping big banks to get 
rid of their troubled assets and raising the capital of the banking 
system. At a first place, different stock markets behaved quite well, 
and things are getting better.  
 

How did you view the global macroeconomic implications of the 
different recovery measures taken in the USA and other major 
economies in the world? 
For sure something had to be done to get out of the crisis. Whether 
the right measures and policies have been or are being taken de-
pends on several factors. But, basically, some countries like France 

have chosen to stimulate investment projects, whereas some others 
as England, China, Brazil  and the US have chosen to stimulate 
consumption through consumer tax cuts or tax redistributions. In 
the first case, policymakers sought to create more infrastructure 

and increase competitiveness of the economy.  The immediate effect 
of this capital increase would be to increase production of goods and 
services, to employ labor then reducing unemployment, and given 
that if you have a job you can consume more than if you are unem-
ployed, consumption will increase.  In the second case, the immedi-
ate goal sought by putting money directly into the pockets of work-
ing people was to increase the purchasing power of consumers, given 
its dramatic fall in the crisis, and overall spendings in the economy.  
As a result, prices would go up, implying more production and more 
job creation.  I guess that was a tough decision to be made by US 
policy makers since both the decline of purchase power and job losses 
had reached critical levels.  
In my view, I would favor investment as I believe it might be faster 
to go from employment to consumption than from consumption to 
employment.  
Besides the fact that advanced economies had been fueled up with 
stimulus packages, some kind of regulations are needed in the world’s 
complex financial system to prevent the same causes of the crisis in 
the future. This, perhaps, is a more difficult challenge.  

 

What aspects or opportunities in the global economy today account 
for the fantastic growth of emerging economies like the Chinese, In-
dian, Brazilian etc? 
The three countries you just referred to represent about 40% of the 
world population. Emerging economies represent the world’s largest 
potential markets, the source of much of the world’s natural and 
human resources, and increasingly the home of leading global brands 
and innovation. They are multiplying mutually beneficial relation-
ships, in which entrepreneurs gain from access to larger potential 
markets for their products and consumers gain from access to a wider 
variety of cheap products. Emerging countries are also challenging 
developed countries in other markets. The immediate example is the 
increasing presence of China in Africa. 
 

You are right because, today, China has the second strongest econ-
omy in the world, India is not far behind. What are predictions with 
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regards to global economic leadership in the next ten years and the 
implications on traditional global geopolitics setup? 
Becoming the new global economic leader is not all that matters. 
There are many preconditions. Unfortunately, as for the majority of 
African countries, there are several issues posing particular chal-
lenges in emerging economies, including massive poverty, weak so-
cial capital, significant inequality of access to power and wealth, as 
well as weak governance and corruption. It might be hard to predict 
the global economic leadership in ten years as it is difficult to know 
to what extent not taking up all these challenges may affect the 
sustainability of emerging economies. As for the implications on 
traditional geopolitics setup, the influence of China in major politi-
cal decisions around the world is increasing, already as a conse-
quence of its economic leadership in Asia, its developed partnerships 
and increasing implantation around the world.  
 

Ok, when you look at the growth of the economies of African coun-
tries since the economic crisis of the 1980s, are you disappointed or 
impressed?  
Many African economies have been doing well so far. South Africa is 
a practical example with a fast growing economy today, despite 
some of the challenges I mentioned earlier. But overall, one can only 
be disappointed about the economic performance of African coun-
tries in the two recent decades. Things could be a lot better, but 
again, poverty, inequality, weak governance and corruption all con-
tribute to many African countries’ poor economy. 
 

Talking about Cameroon’s economic recovery, do you also believe 
that the Brettonwoods institutions led Cameroon into error because 
Structural Adjustment Plans and Triennial Economic Programmes 
were inadapted to the Cameroonian situation? 

Unfortunately, the goals of the structural adjustment plans did not 
serve our best national economic interests. In particular, privatiza-
tions have favored the transfer of money to foreign corporations 
and national elites, while fewer resources were dedicated to improve 
education, health, welfare and local infrastructures, which are pre-
requisites to a long term economic growth.  
We were not able to develop our agriculture which is mostly done 
at the subsistence scale, but also to reduce the dependence of our 
economy to agriculture by investing in other crucial sectors like 
tourism and transport. Besides, we definitely need to invest in order 
to encourage innovation and the implantation of markets for new 
products and services. I am happy to say that I have observed 
many Cameroonians using their limited endowments to attempt to 
take up all these challenges at various levels of our society, but, 
more is still to be done to sustain this dynamism, certainly not in-
side Structural Adjustment Plans and Triennial Economic Pro-
grammes, but mostly with new partnerships and with the help of 
the Cameroonian Diaspora.  
 

What are the strengths of the Cameroonian economy and 
could these be a reason to break away from the policies im-
posed by Brettonwoods institutions? 
I believe the main strength of our economy resides in our relatively 
high political and social stability, but mostly in the youth and the 
dynamism of our population and more resources should be devoted 
to education and health. Certain professions in need can still not be 
practiced in Cameroon, or we’ve got to call people from abroad, 

simply because our schools and universities do not provide the nec-
essary skills. We need to promote partnerships between national 
and foreign schools. New educational programs are needed and cer-
tainly more specialized business and engineer schools. Besides the 
field of education, Cameroon offers a wide range of investment op-
portunities, in the fields of agriculture, factory-based industry, 
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transport and tourism, real estate and services. Especially, tourism is 
a growing sector and our country is not advertised enough abroad as a 
major touristic destination in Africa. I would even say that during my 
travels, I have not seen a single advertisement panel of Cameroon 
showing places of interest and tourist attractions. I doubt I do not 
travel to the right places where such panels should be placed, if so, 
then what about the Media in Europe, in Japan and in North Amer-

ica?  I have been seeing Tourism advertisement panels, as well as 
TV advertisement for north, west and east African countries, as 
well as for cheap hotel plus flight tickets to these destinations.  
I guess that you have been watching the performance of the 
Douala Stock Exchange (DSX) since its creation. As an Expert in 
the domain, how do you appraise the performance of the DSX? 
The DSX might well be the smallest stock exchange in the world 
in terms of the number of stocks that are listed. I know there are 
only three traded stocks in addition to government bonds. The 
first implication is that the DSX index carries very little informa-
tion about the economic situation because the listed companies 
are not representative of the national economy. In my view there 
is a cultural issue in Cameroon about the necessity or the legiti-
macy of the stock market. This returns to education. I am not 
sure if our educational programs in finance provide enough knowl-
edge and confidence in this area.  This is partly why I am so inter-
ested to prepare and to lecture the economics and the economet-
rics of financial markets, in the context of such economies, and in 
comparison to more developed economies. I would be happy to do 
that in some universities/schools in Cameroon or Africa, as this 
modern finance knowledge also appears to be a social prerequisite 
to the development of financial markets in our country. At every 
level, more should be done to encourage big and small companies 
and businesses around the country to see the DSX as an impor-
tant source to raise additional capital for expansion by selling 
shares of ownership of the company in a public market. I guess a 
large number of owners of promising businesses have the fear of 
losing control of their business when facing aggressive investors 
with large financial wealth. With all these challenges, the DSX 
does not yet fulfill all its functions and purposes, and conse-
quently its performance is obviously very weak. 
 

Critics also say that the Stock Exchange in Douala is handicapped 
in playing its role because most Cameroonian companies are 
owned by wealthy families whereas competitive industries need a 
joint-stock configuration with easy transferability and mobility of 
assets through the stock exchange, Do you agree, Dr. Romeo? 
Again, I believe our country does not have the advanced finance 
knowledge that allows businesses to be publicly traded without 
the fear of losing rights or business control. Families owning busi-
nesses may well have that fear, and do not want to share the man-
agement of their companies. 
 

Cameroonians in the Diaspora have been assisting their families 
back in Cameroon with remittances. How do you evaluate the eco-
nomic impact of these remittances on fighting household poverty in 
Cameroon over the last ten years? 
I certainly agree that remittances have helped to fight poverty in 
the last decade, but I believe they only have short-term effects if 
they are used for consumption rather than investment, and unfor-
tunately it is mostly the case. Remittances should serve for educa-
tion, health and the implantation and development of small busi-
nesses all over the country. Current remittances 
should be used in such a way that families’ depend-
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ence on future remittances must be reduced, and the only way is in-
vestment. 
 

It is noteworthy that you have been to several North and West African 
countries where the Diaspora is very active in promoting private in-
vestment beyond just giving remittances. They also market their coun-
tries abroad as investment destinations. Why have Cameroonians 
abroad not been very active in projecting Cameroon as a destination 
for foreign investment as we see other Africans doing for their coun-
tries? 
First of all, many of these countries have a strong diplomacy com-
pared to ours. Second, this question brings us back to what I said 
before about selling our country abroad as a major destination for 
tourism in Africa. It is not clear to me that Cameroonians abroad do 
not sell the country or are not active in this task. I believe that 
things are done on a small scale, and it is mainly the task of politi-
cians, with the help of the Diaspora, to bring this on a large scale. 
Unfortunately, as many would agree for the case of Cameroon, the 
partnership between politicians and the Diaspora is weak, and some-
times does not contribute to raise the image of our country close to 
foreign investors. 

Don’t you think that some Cameroonians in the Diaspora have fo-
cused more on the ongoing political debate than setting up individual 

and collective initiatives to promote investment in Cam-
eroon? 

When you have decided to put your money somewhere, in the first 
place you seek to know if your investment would be safe, before 
you seek if it would be profit-making. This is true both for foreign 
investors and Cameroonians in the Diaspora. Our political and so-
cial stability is a priority that has to be put first when selling the 
country abroad and promoting investment in Cameroon. That is 
mainly the reason why Cameroonians in the Diaspora have focused 
much on the political debate, and personally, I think it has to be 
the case. At the same time, we’ve got to agree that Cameroonians in 
the Diaspora are increasingly setting up projects in the country, 
and whether they are doing enough or not, remains an unknown.  

January 2010 is the beginning of effective decentralization in Cam-
eroon, how can the Diaspora help the local economies in their coun-
cils of origin benefit from foreign assistance and investment? 
We just talked about investments and projects from Cameroonians 
in the Diaspora. I should emphasize that these investments and 
projects are mainly pursued in big cities, already full of opportuni-
ties, where they are expected to yield immediate profits and attract 
more people. As a consequence, our population tends to move from 
small cities and villages to big cities. We have got to improve the 
economic potential and opportunities in our small cities and vil-
lages, and bring people to ultimately enjoy the life in small cities 
and villages. The Diaspora, again in collaboration with the Govern-
ment, can be helpful in attracting foreign funding necessary to 
build new and modern infrastructures (for water, for electricity, 
markets, schools, hospitals, sport centers, etc) in order to improve 
social life and local economies in their councils of origin. As a direct 
contribution of the Diaspora, cultural associations in the Diaspora 
should raise funds among their members to initiate social projects 
necessary for the development of their councils of origin. Real es-
tate projects from the Diaspora should be increasingly delocalized 
from big cities to these councils of origin. But again, the priority is 
the development of social life so that people enjoy living in small 
cities and villages. 
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Do you plan to lecture in the University of Dschang sometime in 
the future, because this is one way of giving back and contribut-
ing, Dr Romeo? 
I would definitely be happy to contribute in terms of research 
and lecture in any university, business school, or engineering 
school in Cameroon and in Africa. Of course, the University of 
Dschang and the ENSEA of Abidjan, which I miss a lot, will 
always have special meanings to me. I strongly believe that my 
achievements today are due in part to the high quality education 
I benefited both from the University of Dschang from 1997 to 
2000, and from the ENSEA of Abidjan from 2000 to 2003. I hope 
this high quality education has improved and even further since 
then, and I am now available and happy to contribute to it.  
 

What is your message to young Cameroonians especially those who 
wish to rise to your standards? 
My message is always the same. Young people need strong disci-
pline and rigor. It is important that they set themselves high stan-
dards and show determination to succeed and to achieve their 
goals. 
 

What is your favourite Cameroonian traditional meal? 
I like foods from every part of Cameroon. But as I am asked to 
choose, I would say that ERU and ACHU are among the favour-
ite.  
 

Do you eat that here in Sweden? 
Well, I have had the chance to eat great ERU at many Cameroo-

nian parties here in Stockholm, but I guess only once with the real 
FUFU. 
 

What’s your impression about the Success Story E-Magazine? 
The SUCCESS STORY E-MAGAZINE actually does a great job in 
encouraging the Cameroonian youth to be confident in its future. I 
believe it is very valuable for young Cameroonians to learn from the 
others, to refer themselves to those who have already achieved what 
they aspire to and to have the opportunity to contact those people in 
order to get some guidance and pieces of advice. The SUCCESS 
STORY E-MAGAZINE, among others, just specializes in this social 
and educational role, which is the best.  
 

Thanks Dr. Romeo for your patience in answering our questions? 
My pleasure, and thanks again for the interview. I  
really appreciated it . 

    Interviewed by Rodrigues-Constantin MOMO 
in Stockholm  
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Welcome to the Success Story E-Magazine, Mr. Agborbesong, we start 
by apologizing for disturbing you this day with our unnecessary curi-
osity in understanding requirements for Cameroon’s economic pros-
perity which could become a reality with the input of dynamic Camer-
oonians like you. 
Not to worry! It’s good to be curious not about people but about 
ideas. I am not an economist but I hope I’ll be able to meet your 
standards – me a dynamic Cameroonian, I’ve never thought of that. I 
simply like doing things! You’re very welcome.  
 

How did your academic and professional itinerary prepare you for the 
activities you have been carrying out to facilitate investment in Camer-
oon? 
To tell you the truth, going through school simply put me in life’s 
track. What I studied has nothing to do with what I am doing right 
now. I learn everyday and I am not afraid to make mistakes. Coming 
back to curiosity, I think that’s what attracted me into doing busi-
ness and now facilitating in my own minor way, investors who are 
interested in doing business in Cameroon. 
 

You worked with a Dutch company in Cameroon sometime ago, and 
you know the strengths and weaknesses of investment sectors in Cam-
eroon. Let’s start with the sector of infrastructure where you excelled. 
Many believe that Cameroon’s problems are centred on the lack of 
adequate and modern infrastructure in almost all domains, which do-
mains (ports, roads, railway) could be tackled as priority to speed up 
Cameroon’s economic recovery? 
Koop Cameroun to be precise! I served in that company as a Market-
ing Consultant and Marketing Director for about four (4) years. They 
were (they no longer exist or betterstill are now called MNO VER-
VAT) a construction company who came to Cameroon to assist in the 
construction of some roads and bridges. They did their little best but 

had difficulties adapting to certain realities.  
Cameroon has very serious infrastructural problems from roads, 
bridges, dams, structural buildings, ports etc. There’s no country 
that can talk of economic prosperity and growth when these ba-
sics are inexistent and poorly constructed and inadequately main-
tained. 
Cameroon will take the right turn on economic growth if the road 
infrastructure is given a big boost, if a port worth its name is con-
structed and run efficiently. Here I am talking about the Limbe 
Deep Seaport. We also need to improve our air transport system. 
 

The mining sector has been boosted by the discovery of numerous 
mineral deposits like oil, diamond, iron, bauxite, gold etc. How 
could these minerals be more of a blessing than a curse to Camer-
oon? In other words, how could the mining of these minerals be 
more profitable to Cameroon? 
Discovering minerals is one thing. Exploiting them and making 
the population feel the impact is another. So far, mining in Camer-
oon is still done mostly through primitive or rudimentary meth-
ods. There are efforts aimed at improving and boosting the mining 
sector though such efforts are hardly ever made known to the 

I learn everyday and I am not afraid to 
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business and now facilitating in my own 

minor way, investors who are interested in 
doing business in Cameroon 
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public. Oil, Gold, Diamonds come with lots of good and a little evil 
too. The authorities concerned have to take necessary measures to 
keep an eye on those who will want to turn good into evil. 
I hear Cameroon has one of the greatest diamond deposits in the 
world and 5% of the world’s oil reserves. We are a blessed nation! If 
the resources are exploited and managed properly, then every Camer-
oonian should have two cars in their garage and a chicken in every 
pot. 
 

There was much talk about the contribution of the Chad-Cameroon 
pipeline to Cameroon’s economy. Instead, the benefits are still to be 
seen while the economic growth rate is plunging to below 4%, what 
happened, Mr. Agborbesong? 
The Chad-Cameroon pipeline still generates lots of income for Camer-
oon’s economy. I think the problem here is the opacity in which the 
authorities in this sector operate that accounts such a block-out. I am 
unable to point out one project that has been funded by proceeds 
from this opening. 
 

The construction of a dam at Lom-Pangar to increase Cameroon’s 
hydro-electric production capacity, has begun. How do you assess 
Cameroon’s needs in Energy as more industrial investments are set 
up? 

Point of correction – the construction of the Lom Pangar Dam has 
still to begin. I gathered from very reliable sources that some final 
touches are being made and tenders for the construction part will be 

launched soon. I am keeping a close ear on that project. 
No country can talk about industrialization without sufficient 
energy. To mine and transform Iron Ore, Gold etc. a lot of unin-
terrupted energy is required. I think those in high places have 
understood this and are working hard to get this underway. 
There are other dams to be build – Memve’ele for instance will 
also generate considerable energy to be used locally and why not 
exported. In secondary school we used to say ‘no lights no life’. 
 

Other African countries are setting up infrastructure to use  
Solar and other forms of ‘green’ energy in their countries. What 
other forms of energy could Cameroon develop especially to  
promote development in rural areas? 
Not being an expert, I can talk of Wind-generated energy. Ini-
tially it could be costly but in the long run it is easier to run and 
maintain. This could be a solution for the rural areas. 
 

The global financial crisis revealed the necessity to reinvest in 
our agriculture. Infact, there is a call for a second Green Revolu-
tion in Cameroon to supply for  the national and sub-regional 
demand. Have you seen any spectacular initiative by Cameroo-
nians to increase agro-pastoral production since the beginning 
of this year, like we see in other African countries?  
We can not talk of another green revolution when the farmers 
still lack basic tools and skills. We don’t copy good examples 
from other countries – Israel, Egypt, Tunisia etc. We have to 
empower our farmers, provide loans and subsidies for them to 
mechanize their activity. There is one too many seminars, work-
shops going on everyday with what result? Officials are given 
scholarships to go to some of these countries to learn and bring 
back home new ideas but unfortunately, nothing really ever 
changes. Instead of sending Agronomic Engineers and Techni-
cians to such countries, you’ll sometimes find the sister, brother 
or secretary of some official instead. There’s really not much to 
expect from such people even when sometimes the professionals 
are given the opportunity to go in quest of ideas, they come 
back home with their suitcases full of goodies they brought from 
the trip.  
 

Does Cameroon need to go back to the organization of rotating 
agro-pastoral shows as was the case in the past? 
Agro-pastoral shows were meant to showcase Cameroon’s rich 
agricultural and livestock potential but sooner or later it was 
transformed into a forum for some people to make money for 
themselves. I suggest farmers be empowered and then later fair 
and shows could be organized by professional organizations, not 
government. 
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The need for the protection of the environment limits the use of vast 
forestry resources for national development and export earnings; might 
this affect Cameroon’s economy in the years ahead?  
The Government of Cameroon is losing lots of revenue as a result of a 
drop in export earnings in the wood sector already. Some companies 
have closed shop already. There is still the need to protect our environ-
ment. There are two Government Ministries incharge of that. Let’s 
wait and see what happens a few years ahead. 
 

In the transport sector, you have watched the booming urban and  
interurban transport sector in recent years, when you compare with 
what obtains in other African countries, do you see this sector’s grow-
ing potential for more investment and job creation? 
We are no where near talking about a booming sector! This sector is 
very disorganized compared to what you will find in countries like 
Ghana, Kenya, South Africa or Egypt. There is a need to overhaul the 
system because anybody can wake up in the morning, purchase one or 
two old buses, put them on the roads and beat his chest that he owns a 
travel agency. Our roads and buses are real death traps. There are ave-
nues for improvement though. 
 

The World Tourism Day has just been celebrated with Cameroon scor-
ing a real low as a tourism destination. What explains the lack of  
vision, initiative and results in a sector as promising as tourism when 
we know that Cameroon possesses one of the best potentials in Africa in 
terms or eco-tourism, business tourism, cultural tourism etc? Infact the 
tourism sector alone, many say, could take Cameron out of poverty and 
unemployment, do you agree? 
How many people know about such days – very few. You said it all in 
your question – lack of vision, initiative and results just because of 
laziness, corruption, nepotism etc. Cameroon’s touristic value is im-
measurable and needs an electro-shock. Cameroon will be a good desti-
nation if we start by placing the right people where they belong and 
educating a whole bunch of others who don’t understand any other 
form of language other than collecting money from the first visitor 
they can lay hands on. 
 

The Koreans have showed interest in manufacturing cement and mod-
ernizing  the rail transport network, do you see these and other initiative 
working within the present regulatory/fiscal framework in Cameroon?  
This depends on Government’s will to and ability to make this happen. 
Plans have been underway to construct a cement production factory in 
Limbe but for some unknown reasons this has not been able to take-off 
since a while now. Some talk of a consortium trying to maintain its 
monopoly on the market so I wonder what future lies for the rail trans-
port sector the Koreans are interested in. I am optimistic both projects 
will take-off come what may. 
 

What are the challenges that foreign businessmen face in Cameroon 
and what incentives could Government put in place to encourage them? 
Lack of adequate information, cumbrous processes, selfishness, admin-
istrative red tape and corruption. The Government however has cre-

ated institutions to ease investments in Cameroon. There is the 
Prime Minister’s Foreign Investment Council, the Support 
Council for the Realization of Partnership Contract – CARPA. 
There is a new law that grants tax exemptions to newly created 
companies in Cameroon. This law is in force and applicable right 
now. That notwithstanding, I believe it is necessary to dissemi-
nate more information on investment possibilities and Camer-
oon. As it is said, knowledge is power. 

You have been observing the participation of Cameroonians in 
the Diaspora in Cameroon’s economic development. Do you see 
any meaningful participation at all, besides remittances and fam-
ily investments? 
You need financial capabilities to talk about Investment. I 
don’t know much about Cameroonians in the Diaspora and 
what their activities are. They all have diverse backgrounds and 
plans. There a few who think it is worthwhile making a contri-
bution in impacting lives be it at family level or beyond. On the 
other hand, when you go to a country and declare you’ve politi-
cal problems in your home country when no one is out for you, 
all you got to do is denigrate your home country to whoever has 
ears to hear and time to waste. If you want to get honey, don’t 
kick over the beehive. What else should you expect from such 
Cameroonians? 
 

How could Cameroonians in the Diaspora become key actors in 
Cameroon’s economic development process? Have they concen-
trated too much of their energy and eloquence on voicing opin-
ions for political change than on real development issues? 
There are quite a handful of Cameroonians out there in the Di-
aspora who use their expertise and connections to start some 
investments in Cameroon or get some investors to look at Cam-
eroon as an investor friendly country though there are lots of 
hurdles to go over. They are willing to risk the unusual in order 
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not to settle for the ordinary. Such efforts are commendable and 
very welcome.  Patience always pays.  
Everyone has a right to voice his or her political opinion. Sometimes 
in one’s frustration people can make terrible declarations.  There are 
lots of things that are poorly, wrongly done or not done at all in this 
country. This accounts sometimes for such frustrations from within 
and from without.  
On the other hand, there are others who have nothing to contribute 
in any way in moving Cameroon’s position forward. Every country 
in this planet has its problems so Cameroon is not an exception. My 
suggestion to those you’re referring to who spend their time and 
energy beating their gongs is that they should come back home and 
make their voices heard here. Since everything in Cameroon is bad, 
they should come and help to right some of them. You can not be-
come what you want to be by remaining what you are. 
 

Does Good  Governance play an important role in determining the 
country’s Economic Governance framework and performance? 
Good governance is the key! Where there is responsibility and ac-
countability there is progress. In Cameroon these two words are like 
unconventional nuclear warheads to most government, para-public 
and some private authorities. 

 

What miracle solution do you suggest to cure the high rate of unem-
ployment amongst youths in Cameroon? 
There is no miracle solution! If you think of one then I will help you 
open some doors so you could make your proposals to a few diligent 
authorities who have Cameroon’s interest at heart. That said, Cam-
eroon’s healing will start from the organization of free and fair elec-
tions. Our administrators are appointed so they pay lip or eye ser-
vice to those who appointed them to the detriment of the popula-
tion as a whole. When we start electing Governors and Divisional 
Officers lots of things will change for the better. Elections precede 
good governance, responsibility and accountability, in my humble 
opinion. 
With the above setup in place, Cameroon will stop being a civil ser-
vant-based and run economy. The economy will be run by busi-
nesses – companies will be created, investors will stream in from all 
corners of the world and jobs will be created. There’ll be jobs for 

anyone who is willing to work. 
 

Mr. Agborbesong, you have set up an investment consultancy. What 
is your plan of action to facilitate foreign investment in Cameroon? 
I created a company prior to my departure from Koop Cameroun. 
My company is specialized in civil 
engineering works – roads and 
bridges, drainage structures, Ser-
vices – job placement assistance, 
human resource management, ca-
tering and logistics. The consul-
tancy and representation part han-
dles business management and 
facilitation. I brought in some in-
vestors from Europe who want to 
invest in the oil and gas sector, 
energy and water, gold and metals, 
production and transformation 
industry, construction, agro-
industry, tourism and trading to 
start with. We have made some 
major inroads as far as getting information in concerned and they 
are working on some projects right now. It will be a long and tedi-
ous journey but I think we will make it. 
 

Do you see a bright future for Cameroon’s economy? 
Dwight Eisenhower said ‘pessimism never won any battle’. The 
future for Cameroon’s economy is bright. Certain things and people 
need to change and be changed. We should not be discouraged; 
there is progress though it is very slow. 
 

How do you judge the performance of Success Story E-Magazine so 
far? 
So far, so good. Get it on print and you will get more 
readership! 
 

Thanks Mr. Agborbesong for talking to SS E-Mag. 
It’s my pleasure! Keep up the good work! 
                                       Interviewed by George Mbella 
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Welcome Back to your Fatherland,  Dr. Elvira, How do you find Cam-
eroon? 
Let me start by saying that after spending six years out of the coun-
try, the thought of coming back home was very exciting because there 
was a certain quality of life which I could find only here. Many 
thought I was crazy both in the US and back here in Cameroon. After 
spending ten months here I can say without doubt that I have no 
regrets. The Cameroon I left in 2002 and the one I came back to in 
2008 has gone through very positive developments and these develop-
ments are not limited to infrastructural but also extend to human 
developments/advancement.  Cameroon, just like any other society in 
the world, cannot be void of problems but I believe that it is up to us, 
Cameroonians, to work together to improve our country. 
 

Would you mind telling us about yourself ? 
I was born in the then NA Maternity in Buea town on the 30th March 
1974 and started my primary education in Presbyterian School Buea 

town but after three years, I joined my father in 
Yaounde and completed this phase of my education in 
the Government Bilingual Primary School. In 1986 I 

started my secondary education in Saker Baptist College where I 
obtained my Ordinary levels in 1991 and continued as the first 
batch in the newly created high school where I completed the 
second phase of my education in 1993. I then enrolled in the De-
partment of English as the second batch of the University of 
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Buea and graduated with BA Hons in English in 1996. Two years later I 
graduated with an MA in Comparative Literature and immediately 
started teaching as an instructor with the Use of English program. In 
2000 I was recruited as an assistant lecturer in the English Department 
but left two years later for the US for my doctoral studies. In 2007 I 
graduated from the Illinois State University as a doctor of philosophy 
and returned to Cameroon and resumed duty in UB in September 2008. 
Outside of education and work, I generally enjoy reading, listening to 
music, and watching movies and my taste is very broad as I would read 
and watch stuff that range from romantic comedies to horrors. I would 
not consider myself much of an outgoing person although I hang out 
with friends from time to time. For me a good time does not necessarily 
entail staying outdoors because of the things I really enjoy. 
 

When you started your teaching career, you were very young.     
I started teaching in UB at the age of 24 and I can tell you for sure that 
it was quite challenging for so many reasons. On the one hand, some of 
my classmates were still students and I had to teach them while on the 
other hand, people I called sister, aunty or uncle outside of the univer-
sity also became my students but at the end of the day I had to rise 
above all that because I knew I was the one standing in front of them 
and not sitting for a reason. Initially, I thought I would not be taken 
seriously because of my age but that sort of worked to my advantage 
because for many the fact that I had gone through UB served as a moti-
vation that they too can succeed. Teaching Use of English, which is 
what I started off with, meant that I had to come across students from 
all departments in the university and not just English. However, when I 
was recruited as an assistant lecturer I continued teaching Use of Eng-
lish alongside other courses in the department. While in ISU, I also 

taught as a graduate assistant where I taught in their writing program 
and African women’s literature. Back in Cameroon now, I teach litera-
ture mostly at the undergraduate level. 
Many people wonder why literature because for them it is too much 
reading but for me I love reading and I also love analyzing things and 
right now I think I do more of analyses than anything else because that 
is how I have been trained. When I watch a movie instead of just enjoy-
ing it, I find myself going beyond what is seen or said. Literature is a 
reflection of society and most of the things we do on a daily basis would 
fall under literature. 
 

Congratulations, Dr Elvira, your Dissertation won an Award before you 
left ISU. What was your Research Topic? 
Thanks. My research topic was “The Evolution and Formation of 
Identity: A Case Study of West African Women’s Fiction from the 
1960s to 1990s.”  
 

Tell us about the Award 

The Clarence Woodrow Sorensen Distinguished Dissertation 
Award is an award that the graduate school of Illinois State Uni-
versity awards each year to a doctoral student whose disserta-
tion is outstanding. Dr Sorensen was the first dean of the Gradu-
ate School and under his leadership Illinois State University ma-
tured as a comprehensive graduate institution. The award is 
made possible by a gift from the late Mrs. Sorensen in honour of 
her husband’s memory.   
This award is rewarded after a Doctoral Judging Committee 
made up of all the departmental directors of graduate studies 
examine each nominee’s dissertation for excellence, importance, 
and the role in the academic community. For a dissertation to be 
considered for this award, it has to win at the departmental level 
first. Since 1992 when this award was established, the majority 
of laureates have come from the Department of Biological Sci-
ences while the English Department is second with five winners 
to date. 
This award is important because it encourages excellence in doc-
toral candidates. My research was of particular importance to 
ISU because, although the world is becoming one huge global 
village, African literature, specifically women’s literature is still 
in obscurity in many universities. One or two African male writ-
ers may be read in a world literature course but women writers 
are still unheard of and through my research and teaching, I 
have introduced both the students and professors of ISU to an 
unknown world, a world many are eager to explore with excite-
ment, apprehension, questioning, and even fear. Many of the 
stereotypes about Africans in general and women in particular 
were discussed and proved false because as an insider, I provided 
answers to students’ questions without any biases. As an assis-
tant lecturer in UB, this award also puts UB in the limelight in 
the American university community while in UB it is used to 
encourage others.   
 

As a lecturer what goals do you set to achieve with your students?  
Before I talk about goals I will first like to briefly 
touch on my teaching philosophy because it influ-
ences the goals I set for my students and myself. I 
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base my philosophy on the two Rs: respect and responsibility and this sim-
ply means that for my class to be a successful learning environment, I 
have to show respectable behavior by respecting myself first then my 
students; it is also my responsibility to come to class prepared to teach 
and learn, only then can I expect the same from my students. Students 
are responsible not only for themselves but also for classmates and this 
also includes work done in and out of class. If we are respectable and re-
sponsible, the classroom then becomes a safe environment for learning 
where opinions can be expressed and we can disagree without being dis-
agreeable.   
Generally at the start of each semester, I set goals which correspond to 
the course syllabus with the aim of reaching out to the students through 
the best means. Because most of them don’t get to do any work out of 
class, I make the classroom a very interactive one which means that if 
they don’t do the prescribed reading for the day, they will not be able to 
participate in whatever we are talking about. What this does is it makes 
them forced to read before coming to class. By the end of the semester, I 
expect them not only to be able to pass the exam but be able to talk en-
gage in a conversation on a related topic. 
 

Your impressions, so far, with the students you teach.      
I don’t know if I should say that overall standards have dropped, 
dropped a lot because the students’ level is embarrassingly low. Initially 
I thought it was because I was away for six years but talking to my col-
leagues made me realize that they shared my opinion on the issue. I won-
der if we are setting the bar to low or if it is a problem whose origin can 
be traced to early education. One gets embarrassed when faced with the 
fact that university level students do not know tenses or even spell basic 
words correctly. Some of the students are extremely hard working while 
others just do not care. With internet facilities at everyone’s disposal 
(and I know they spend a lot of time on the internet), I expected to see a 
marked improvement in the quality of research undertaken but that is 
not the case. I think we have a responsibility as teachers (all levels be-
cause it is hard to try to solve the problem at the level of the university) 
to look for ways to engage and teach students the basics about language. 
 

Has Pidgin any influence on the quality of English spoken by some Cam-
eroonians?     

My answer to that question is a definite yes. We are generally 
influenced by the language we think in and if one’s thought 
process is in Pidgin then Pidgin will have a great influence on 
the English spoken or written. Most people whose main lan-
guage of communication is Pidgin, think in Pidgin then trans-
late to English which explains why a student’s response to a 
question would be “witch woman” instead of simply saying “a 
witch.” In Pidgin unlike in English, the only way to differenti-
ate a witch from a wizard is by adding the adjective man or 
woman. When many people visit UB for the first time and see 
all the signs discouraging the use of Pidgin on campus, they 
express surprise and some even get offended ignoring the fact 
that the is a reason for it. Pidgin in some parts of the world is a 
recognized language but in Cameroon it still has the status of a 
lingua franca and it has proven to have a negative effect on 
many people’s English both spoken and my students written.   
I do speak pidgin because it is almost impossible to escape 
from that. If I go to the market, it is more convenient to speak 
Pidgin and there are other situations where Pidgin is the pre-
ferred language and I make sure to be language appropriate. I 
know that when I was growing up, Pidgin definitely had an 
influence on the English I spoke due to environmental influ-
ence but I outgrew that early enough to the point where it 
does not have an influence on my English. Parents and teach-
ers, especially at the primary level have to encourage the use of 
English and grammar should be effectively taught at that level 
because at this stage, children’s minds are like sponges which 
will soak up all that is thrown at them. One of the easiest ways 
of learning a language is by continuously using the language. 
 

Do you have any future plans or change in career?  
For now, No. I have been teaching at the university for eleven 
years now and I think that is what I do best. 
 

Some men believe that women don’t have to go up to the doc-
torate level. How do you feel being holder of one? Any stereo-
types? 
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I wish I could answer NO to that unfortunately, the answer is yes. 
When I was leaving for the US, one of my male colleagues advised me 
to get married before I finish school because according to him, it 
would be very difficult when I finished and I laughed over it but he 
was merely stating a fact. The image that men have of women who 
have attained that level of education here in Cameroon is not a good 
one. They are supposed to be too bossy, authoritative and of course 
would not yield to the man the way a less educated woman will. Since 
I came back, I have been told by many (both men and women) that 
my having a PhD is a problem to many potential suitors who think I 
am too independent.  However, Cameroonian men who live in the 
West have a totally different view of it and a few have expressed sur-
prise when I tell them my qualifications which should be a plus for 
me is actually a barrier. An educated woman comes into a relation-
ship with a lot to offer and in our modern world where standards of 
living is so high two incomes is better than one. I don’t think a more 
educated woman is a problem because I have seen many educated 
women who at the end of the day still respect their partners and 
other men in society. However, many people appreciate my achieve-
ments. 
 

Some Cameroonian men also believe that educated women don’t like 
cooking. Do you cook, Dr Elvira?  
Yes I do cook; actually I do all the cooking in my house. 
 

What is your favourite Cameroonian dish?  
I do not have a favourite Cameroonian dish because there are many 
dishes that I love and these include Ekwang, Kwacoco, Fufu and 
Eru, koki corn, beans, achu, fufu corn and vegetable, ndole and ripe 
plantains, roasted fish and miondo, and the list continues.  
 

Has your PhD affected the qualities that you had as a simple-minded, 
humble and cheerful person?  
Having a PhD has actually made me a better person contrary to 
what others may think. My education and living abroad has made me 
a humbler person because when I look back at my life, I see a marked 
difference. When I walk around and everyone calls me dr, I initially 
used to feel uncomfortable but I have gotten used to it even when it 
comes from older people. One experience that is worth mentioning 
happened late last year. I was walking home one evening when I met 
an older man in the village and his reaction shocked me. As soon as 
he saw me, he removed his hat before extending his hand to shake 
mine and I was so overwhelmed that I did not know what to do. He 
congratulated me and said he was so proud of me. That particular 
experience stands out in my mind and it makes me feel very humble 
and I have learnt to react the same way to younger people. Respect 
for others, whether young or old, is something that is part and parcel 
of our African culture and I did not appreciate it until I started living 
without it. Now that I am back home, I try not to let it get to my 
head because I am still the simple-minded, humble and cheerful per-
son that I used to be and will always be. 
 

We talked to a few of your students who, in addition to your lectures, 
seem to admire your impeccable dress styles. How do you appreciate 
fashion? What is your best dress style and why? 
Being a Cameroonian, I can only say that I love beautiful clothes. 

Although fashion has changed tremen-
dously in the country today thanks to the 
influence of the media on especially the 
younger generation, overall we have a good 
sense of fashion. I am one of those who is very 
particular about what I have on and even 
what those around me wear (thanks to my 
father who instilled in me the fact that the 
way you present yourself to the public matters 
a lot and one way of being judged is by your 
dress style). My dress style will depend on 
where I am going to, time of the day, and even 
the weather. After spending so many years in 
the US I am most comfortable in trousers but generally I still 
wear skirts and dresses. I really don’t have a preferred dress item 
because as I said earlier certain factors will influence what I wear 
and I only wear what looks good on me and I consider appropri-
ate. I would not wear something because it is the “in” thing if it 
doesn’t look good me. Overall, I would say my fashion sense has 
been influenced by the countries I lived in. 

 Your Advice to Cameroonians?  
We have to learn to love our country and if we genuinely do so a 
lot of areas will be affected positively. First of all we need to look 
for reasons to be proud of Cameroon and I know our national foot-
ball team gives us that reason. Unfortunately, Cameroon’s reputa-
tion is not the best in the world but I believe it is left to us 
to change that and this can start from at any level. 
  

Thanks Dr. and more Praises to your talent! 
You are welcome. 

Interviewed by George Mbella 

When I was leaving for the US, one of my male colleagues advised me to get married 
before I finish school because according to him, it would be very difficult when I 

finished and I laughed over it but he was merely stating a fact. The image that men 
have of women who have attained that level of education here in Cameroon is not a 
good one. They are supposed to be too bossy, authoritative and of course would not 

yield to the man the way a less educated woman will... I don’t think a more  
educated woman is a problem because I have seen many educated women who at 

the end of the day still respect their partners and other men in society.  
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I do not have a favourite Cameroonian dish because there are many dishes that I love and these  
include Ekwang, Kwacoco, Fufu and Eru, koki corn, beans, achu, fufu corn and vegetable, ndole and 

ripe plantains, roasted fish and miondo, and the list continues.  
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love our country and 
if we genuinely do so 
a lot of areas will be 

affected  
positively. First of all 

we need to look for reasons to be proud of Cameroon and 
I know our national football team gives us that reason.  



Kibonen Nfi 

A  mixed audience of Africans and Americans was present along the catwalk of  CROWN 
PLAZA HOTEL in Atlanta Georgia on October 9 2009 to watch the models of three 
fashion designers from Africa.  
KiRette Couture presented modern fashion wears using fabrics designed with original 

toghu embroidery from the rich cultural heritage of the North West Region of Cameroon. KiRette 
Couture is an initiative by two Cameroonian daughters, Kibonen Nfi and Anrette Ngafor, who are 
based in New York and London respectively. 
The Fashion for Health Gala that was organized by the African Women’s Development Foundation 
USA (AWDF), also featured designs by Estella Couture - a Nigerian designer based in Washing-
ton DC and Lagos in Nigeria, and Genevive Designs from Nigeria. 
AWDF’s President, Lady Kate Njeuma, said that the Foundation will use the pro-
ceeds of the event  for a Pan African medical mission that will be launched in 2010. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                            By Mabel Alioh Etuge 
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Scribbles From The Den
Now in Print! 

www.dibussi.com 

This collection consists of 49 insightful essays by leading  
Cameroonian blogger Dibussi Tande, which originally appeared 
on his award-winning blog Scribbles from the Den. These essays 

tackle some of the most pressing and complex issues facing  
Cameroon  

Dibussi Tande: Scribbles from the Den: Essays on Politics and Collective 
Memory in Cameroon. Langaa publishers. 232 pages. Now available from 

African Books Collective, Oxford (£19.95), Michigan State University Press, 
Amazon.com and Barnes & Noble ($29.95). 
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