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Our country’s  
participation in world affairs 

intensified in the year now  
ending. This reflects our  

constant determination to  
assert our presence and make 

our voice heard in the concert of 
Nations. It also reflects our  

external partners’ esteem for 
our country.  

The various trips that I have 
made also afforded me the  

opportunity to discover that  
our Diaspora which is of  

remarkable quality supports 
our efforts and remains, despite 

the Distance separating us,  
very attached to  

our country. 

Paul Biya 
December 31, 2009 



H ELLO Reader! Thanks for reading our E-Mag. Cameroon’s Diplomacy is taking a new direction towards more proximity and 
conviviality in its diplomatic relations with other nations. Our guys from IRIC therefore have much homework to make Cam-
eroon’s presence felt in circles where decisions on international issues are shaped, thereby filling a vacuum created by its 
long period of shadow diplomacy practised over the years. 

 
In this issue, our team did its best to highlight the successes of Cameroon’s diplomacy and narrowed its focus on a scholar-diplomat 
whose remarkable success in Addis Ababa and Moscow is a shiny example of a new brand of African diplomats who are bent on 
ensuring Africa’s presence on the international scene. 
 
Churchill Ewumbue-Monono, Ministre Plenipotentiare de Classe Exceptionelle (Minister Plenipotentiary Extraordinary), and President 
of the Union of African Diplomats in the Russian Federation, is one of Cameroon’s new-generation of diplomats par excellence, who 
can be said to have earned a diplomatic license. Soft-spoken, reserved as a person but outspoken on public issues, he is gifted with 
an analytic mind which comes out occasionally through his writings. Above all, this scholar-diplomat open to new ideas, has distin-
guished himself as a respected leader within international and African diplomatic circles, where he is often elected by his peers to 
manage their associations.  
 
We also do a brief stop on some legends that contributed to the fame of Cameroon’s diplomacy. Names like Bernard Nsokika Fon-
lon, Joseph Nzo Ekangaki, William Aurélien Etéki Mboumoua, Paul Bamela Engo, Jacques Roger Booh Booh, Amos Namanga 
Ngongi, Michael Kima Tabong, Martin Belinga Eboutou, Isabelle Bassong and Jean Victor Nkolo will be recorded into Cameroon’s 
history  for their achievements in diplomatic spheres that brought. 
 
While it is herein submitted that Cameroonian diplomats shift more of their attention to Economic and Public Diplomacy, we support 
that this could not be possible without the involvement of concerned Cameroonians in the Diaspora who want to give something 

back to their country but still face challenges with lengthy procedures and sometimes unwelcoming attitudes from 
Cameroon’s representations in their host countries.  

 
One of such Cameroonians is Makia Epie, a councilmember of council at CEDAR HILL, Texas and a proud son of 
Kurume village in Meme Division, Cameroon. The global debate about environment protection and climate 
change has provoked his determination to introduce Cameroon to biofuels that could considerably boost energy 

supply especially in the rural areas where he intends to start two pilot jatropha projects very soon. 
 
 Readers, while promising more intellectual and development entertainment, Enjoy…. Tonge B. Ebai 
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T he President of the Republic His Excellency Paul BIYA granted audience to the American Am-
bassador to Cameroon on 4 February 2010 for a range of discussions including the economy, in-
vestments and the fight against corruption 
The audience at Unity Palace lasted nearly two hours. In response to questions from the press, 

Madam Janet GARVEY declared that she had a wonderful opportunity to review several issues with the 
President of the Republic, including the economy, US investments in Cameroon and exports to the United 
States. The US diplomat revealed that they also discussed the summit on climate change in Copenhagen, 
which was attended by President Paul BIYA. 

C ameroon attained independence in the early sixties with 
a foreign policy doctrine and diplomatic practice which 
adhered strictly to the spirit of the Westphalia Peace 
Treaty of 1648 that encouraged the rise of independent 

nation-states and instituted the legal concept of sovereignty. Cam-
eroon also adhered to the spirit of Bandung Conference of 1955 
that formed a bloc of non-aligned countries in an global ideologi-
cal environment marked by the post-World War Two Cold War . 
Hence, Cameroon’s diplomacy has been clothed with reserve, non-
interference, non-alignment and a formidable mastery of interna-
tional law and jus gentium. This explains its remarkable success in 
different peace making fora where it champions the idea of peace 
and respect for the legal frameworks available for solving conflicts 
and sustaining peace. 
The first success story of Cameroon’s diplomacy  could be traced 
back to the 19th meeting of the Council of Ministers of the OAU 
on June 15 1972, in Rabat, Morocco where a Cameroonian, Joseph 
Nzo Ekangaki, was appointed as Secretary General of the Organi-
sation of African Unity. Following the latter’s resignation two 
years later, Cameroon scored another success at the OAU meeting 
in Mogadishu in June 1974 when the OAU Secretary General’s 
election became deadlocked between a candidate from Somalia 
and a candidate from Zambia, with neither of them able to secure 
a two-thirds majority. As a result, President Ahidjo from Camer-
oon proposed William Aurelien Eteki Mboumoua as the Cameroo-
nian candidate for the office. The Cameroonian candidate was 
elected as a compromise choice. The activities of both Secretary 
Generals from Cameroon during an era of political turbulence in 
Africa were eloquent testimonies of Cameroon’s wise diplomatic 
options and belief in African unity.  
Cameroon carried its legendary diplomatic reserve, policy of non-
interference and respect for international law to greater lengths by 
not interfering in political and military conflicts that affected its 
neighbours like Nigeria, Chad, Central African Republic and 
Congo-Brazzaville. Instead, Cameroon played key advisory and 
mediating roles in the shadows, using preventive diplomacy 
strategies that earned respect from its neighbours. The threat of 
cross-border conflicts involving Cameroon were skillfully managed 
with the creation of Mixed Commissions whose activities always 
ensure that peace is sustained through joint responsibility. No 
surprise therefore that the scary threat of a conflict over the 
Bakassi Peninsular was so skillfully managed until a ruling from 
the International Court of Justice at the Hague was passed, lead-
ing to the permanent peaceful settlement of the issue.  
In other parts of the world, Cameroonian diplomats have been 
negotiating forces to reckon with especially in the countries where 

they operate. Some have risen to the enviable positions of Deans of 
the Diplomatic corps in countries like Germany, Belgium, Senegal 
and Canada. They have used these positions to defend Africa’s inter-
ests whenever the need arose. Cameroonian diplomats played instru-
mental roles in shaping trade relations between the European Union 
and African countries under the famous EU-ACP Agreements. At the 
United Nations, charismatic Cameroonian Ambassadors like Paul 
Bamela Engo, Marie Simone and Belinga Eboutou pulled Cameroon’s 
weight to bear on issues that affected global peace and security. Cam-
eroon headed the Security Council at a sensitive period marked by the 
Iraqi crisis. Cameroon’s stand for weapon inspectors to finish their 
work in Iraq and submit their report before any military solution, 
was in line with its adherence to respect of the sovereignty of nations. 
Cameroonians like Jacques Roger Booh Booh and Amos Namaga 
Ngongi were appointed to head UN peace keeping missions in 
Rwanda and DRC respectively. During the 64th General Assembly 
Session of the UN that focused on Climate Change last September 
2009, Cameroon was Vice-President of the session while a Cameroo-
nian, Jean Victor Nkolo, was appointed as the Spokesman of the ses-
sion’s president, Dr. Ali Abdussalam Triki. 
President Paul Biya is coming out of his legendary reserve to play 
front roles in international fora where he shares Cameroon’s vision 
and proposals for solutions on key topical issues that affect the world. 
He has iterated Cameroon’s resolve to be more present on the interna-
tional scene, henceforth. 
However, it has been submitted that Cameroon’s diplomats should 
blend their skills in preventive diplomacy with new skills in economic 
diplomacy by prospecting for foreign investors and facilitating their 
implantation in Cameroon to help speed the latter’s economic recov-
ery using vast and immeasurable available resources. Also, Cameroo-
nian Diplomats should shift towards public diplomacy to 
increase global awareness about Cameroon and diffuse 
the Cameroonian way of life around the world using ave-
nues already opened by the popularity of the national 
soccer team. Challenging but Possible!        By George Mbella 



The Diplomats’ Diplomat  
in the Russian Federation 

Welcome to the Success Story E-Magazine, Minister, you 
are a popular figure in Cameroon’s diplomatic circles. Can 
you tell us how your background has contributed to this 
perception? 
Thank you for the compliments, though I think I might 
have become popular to some people because of my activ-
ism on issues not directly linked to my career as a diplomat. 
Having said that, I will thank God for giving me the oppor-
tunity to do what I had always wanted doing, and which 
explains my passion for the profession.  
I would say my journey to the Diplomatic Service started 
in St. Joseph’s college Sasse, one of the first schools to in-
troduce World Affairs History, then CCAS Kumba, the 
only High School in my days to offer World Affairs His-
tory. I then elbowed my way into the International Higher 
School of Journalism in Yaoundé, where I think my train-
ing in journalism and development communication gave 
me the necessary skills to work as a diplomat more confi-
dently. After working as an Information Officer in the Min-

istry of Information and Culture, where I headed the Bureau for Re-
search, I gained admission into the International Relations Institute of 
Cameroon, where I graduated in 1989. My story is therefore just that of 
an ambitious youngman who took advantage of the opportunities offered 
by the system and worked hard to make use of them.  
But I think my luck has been the opportunity to gather experience at all 
levels of diplomatic action which included the IMF and the USIA (State 
Department) in Washington DC, the UN Secretariat in New York for 
global institutions; the OAU and ECA in Addis Ababa where I 
experienced pan-Africanism in practice; the Presidency of the 

My story is therefore just that of  an 
ambitious youngman who took  
advantage of  the opportunities  

offered by the system and worked hard 
to make use of  them.  
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Republic and Ministry of Foreign Affairs for national institutions 
where I was practically involved in policy formulation and implemen-
tation processes.  More importantly, I have worked with a technical 
Ministry like MINPAT responsible for International Cooperation, 
which gave me a practical understanding of the difference between 
diplomacy and international cooperation, as well as within non-

governmental organizations like the International Committee 
of the Red Cross (ICRC).  

I have also gained experience because of the caliber of my bosses. 
I have served four Heads of State: President Biya of Cameroon as 
an Attaché, but also Presidents Ketumile Masire (Botswana), 
Toumani Toure (Mali), and Sirleaf Johnson (Liberia) as an Ad-
ministrator for the Panel to Investigate the Genocide in Rwanda.  
I have also gained experience working as the Secretary for the 
Group of Ambassadors in Moscow, serving under three different 
Deans, but more importantly, I have served under three ambassa-
dors, two former members of government and one a career diplo-
mat.  
 

As a diplomat, who are some of your own role-models in diplo-
macy?  
As a diplomat, my first role models are the scholar-diplomats like 
the American George Forster Kenan with whom I share the same 
birthday of 16 February. He is arguably my greatest mentor, and 
I like reading him.  
Then are other scholar-diplomats like Kissinger, Brezenski, Bolaji 
Akimyemi, Prof. Shameyoya, etc. I also enjoy stylish diplomats, 

I think my luck has been the opportunity to gather 
experience at all levels of  diplomatic action which 

included the IMF and the USIA (State Department) 
in Washington DC, the UN Secretariat in New York 
for global institutions; the OAU and ECA in Addis 

Ababa where I experienced pan-Africanism in  
practice; the Presidency of  the Republic and  

Ministry of  Foreign Affairs for national institutions 
where I was practically involved in policy  

formulation and implementation processes. 
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caliber of my bosses. I have served four Heads of 

State: President Biya of Cameroon as an Attaché, 
but also Presidents Ketumile Masire (Botswana), 

Toumani Toure (Mali), and Sirleaf Johnson 
(Liberia) as an Administrator for the Panel to  

Investigate the Genocide in Rwanda.  



who blend style and substance like Sergey Lavrov, Paul Engo, 
Ferdinard Oyono, Belinga Eboutou, Eteki Mboumoua, S.K.B As-
ante, Vernon Mwanga, J-B Beleoken, and of cause JR Booh Booh.  
 

You are currently the Minister-Counsellor at the Cameroon  
Embassy in Moscow. How do you find Russia? 
I have mixed impressions of Russia both at the personal and pro-
fessional levels. At a personal level, I have not stopped admiring 
the richness and diversity of the country’s civilization and the 
speed with which it has transformed its economy. In fact Russia 
remains a mystery. You cannot understand it. You can only ex-
perience Russia. You can only live the Russian experience, and 
you can only believe Russia .  
At a professional level, a Minister-Counsellor in Moscow involves a 
lot of responsibilities which make you constantly alert. Russia’s 
role as a major global player in world affairs as well as its geopoliti-
cal location as a Eurasian power has made Moscow one of the most 
important, if not the most important diplomatic centre in post 

Cold-War politics. As a global player, Russia’s position on any 
agenda item in all the UN organs and institutions, even when repre-
senting an alternative view, is highly respected. This explains why 
almost every week, a foreign leader is in Moscow for consultations 
or advocacy. The Diplomatic community in Moscow itself includes 
over  180 embassies and  representational offices of international 
organizations, which work with 175 media bureaus and 
2000 Russian and foreign multinational companies.  

 Russia’s role as a major global player in world affairs 
as well as its geopolitical location as a Eurasian power 
has made Moscow one of  the most important, if  not 

the most important diplomatic centre in post Cold-War 
politics...My professional life has been enriched by my 

stay in Moscow...I don’t know of  any other capital 
where most of  the Great powers like the US, Britain, 
France, China, Japan, etc send their most resourceful 

diplomats than Moscow. In fact Kremlinologists are the 
most prized diplomats in most Western capitals.    

...if  our records are anything to count on, a 
passage in Moscow is a condition sinon quo 
non for initiation into the group of  tough 

diplomats. Personally, I have considered it a 
privilege to serve in Moscow, and whether by 
design or chance, it has so far benefitted me 

professionally.  
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My professional life has been enriched by my stay in Moscow. The 
Embassy is in itself a diplomatic observatory as it covers de facto 
27 countries, most of which are new post Cold War breakaway re-
publics of the former Soviet Union, Yugoslavia, and Czechoslova-
kia. Since I came to Moscow, countries like Belarus, Ukraine, Taji-
kistan, Azerbaijan, Uzbekistan, Serbia, Croatia, Armenia, Ukraine, 
Latvia, Estonia, Moldavia, etc have become realities in my under-
standing the dynamics of global and Eurasian diplomacy. It is a 
wonderful advantage for most of us who studied diplomacy during 
the Cold War years. My stay in Moscow has provided me with an 
opportunity to contribute in the development of foundation coop-
eration relations with these new states, in some cases from the es-
tablishment of diplomatic relations.  
 

It is good to hear these positive views on Russia as most peo-
ple think it is an obscure posting in the Cameroon diplo-
matic system.  

Well every person is entitled to his or her view but I am talking 
here strictly as a diplomat. I don’t know of any other capital where 
most of the Great powers like the US, Britain, France, China, Ja-
pan, etc send their most resourceful diplomats than Moscow. In 
fact Kremlinologists are the most prized diplomats in most West-
ern capitals. I also do not share the view that Moscow is a periph-
ery in Cameroon’s diplomacy. In fact three Ambassadors have left 
Moscow for appointments as Ministers of Foreign Affairs in Camer-
oon (Nko’o Etoungou in 1965, N’thepe in 1970, and Booh Booh 
after a brief stay in Paris).  There is also H.E Jean-Baptiste 
Beleoken, one of the baobabs of Cameroon’s diplomacy, who 
served as Head of State Protocol under Presidents Ahidjo and Biya 
respectively, and Director of Cabinet at the Presidency before his 
appointment as Minister of Land Tenure and State properties.  
Cameroon has also been sending high-profile political figures to 
Moscow as Ambassadors, including a former Minister of Foreign 

The Union of  African Diplomats in the  
Russian Federation, which I have been  

heading since September 2007 was  
created in 1994 by diplomats below the 

ranks of  ambassadors to promote  
solidarity and friendship among  
themselves as well as project the  
African culture in the Russian  

Federation. 
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Affairs like Paul Dontsop (1983), and other for Members of Gov-
ernments like Nkengong Monie (1984), Ngongang Ouandji , 
(1995), and Paba Sale (2008). When a government sends such 
political heavy-weights to represent its interests in a capital, it 
tells a lot about the consideration it has for that country.  
 Moscow has been a nursery for some of Cameroon’s resourceful 
diplomat-politicians like Michael Tabong Kima, Francis Nkwain, 
who served as members of governments and members of political 
Bureau of the CPDM. More importantly, the Moscow experience 
has produced some of the country’s most talented diplomats like 
Jean-Marie Happy Tchankeu, Pierre Mvondo She, Victor Ndiba, 
Henry Fussong, Jerome Medouga, Clement Langue, and Nkou 
Anatole who served as Counsellors in the Embassy before their 
promotion as ambassadors and Permanent Representatives.  
I think it is good to put this in perspective for the younger gen-

eration of diplomats who might be tempted to think serving in 
Moscow is a punishment and might be inimical to their career de-
velopment. In fact, if our records are anything to count on, a pas-
sage in Moscow is a condition sine quo non for initiation into the 
group of tough diplomats. Personally, I have considered it a privi-
lege to serve in Moscow, and whether by design or chance, it has so 
far benefitted me professionally.  
 

You are the current President of the Union of African Diplomats in 
the Russian Federation (UADRF). Can you brief us on this associa-
tion and its role in Russian-African relations? 
The Union of African Diplomats in the Russian Federation, which 
I have been heading since September 2007 was created in 1994 by 
diplomats below the ranks of ambassadors to promote soli-
darity and friendship among themselves as well as project 

The UADRF also helps the Group of   
African Ambassadors, the Group of  

Spouses of  Ambassadors, the African 
Women Association, the Association of   

Foreign Students in Moscow, the  
Association of  Foreign Migrants, etc.  
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from Ghana, Namibia, Mali, Guinea, Madagascar, 
and Nigeria. Its foundation executive comprised 

Olusegun Akinsaya as President and Dalo as  
Secretary, both of whom were ambassadors in  

Addis Ababa when I was leaving in 2006.   



the African culture in the Russian Federation. The UADRF also 
helps the Group of African Ambassadors, the Group of Spouses 
of Ambassadors, the African Women Association, the Associa-
tion of Foreign Students in Moscow, the Association of Foreign 
Migrants, etc.  
It acts as the technical arm of the Group of Ambassadors for the 
organization of their events as well as in ensuring their interpre-
tation and other secretarial duties. It is in this capacity that 
thanks to the suggestion of Ambassador Ngongang, I was made 
a Secretary to the Group of African Ambassadors, and since 

then I have worked with two other African Deans: Mrs. Melrose 
Kai-Banya, the Ambassador of Sierra Leone and later Rogerio 
Araujo Herbert from Guinea Bissau, which has also been profes-
sionally gratifying.  

I am actually the 7th president after predecessors 
from Ghana, Namibia, Mali, Guinea, Madagascar, 

and Nigeria. Its foundation executive comprised Olusegun Akin-
saya as President and Dalo as Secretary, both of whom were am-
bassadors in Addis Ababa when I was leaving in 2006.   
 

Talking about Addis Ababa where you were also the Vice-President 
of the Africa Diplomatic Club. Can you compare Moscow and Ad-
dis Ababa and how smooth was the adaptation from one society to 
the other? 
Like the UADRF in Moscow, the ADC in Addis Ababa was an im-
portant forum for socialization among diplomats of the ranks, 
some of who have also now been appointed Ambassadors.  A lot of 
information is shared through these informal networks which cre-
ate the bonds of lasting friendship on which the diplomatic com-
munity is cemented.  
Generally, diplomats put behind their minds that they are nomads, 
and are on special missions or assignments for their country 
abroad. Consequently, like soldiers, they too have to adapt to de-
fend the flag wherever it is hosted as a permanent mission. When 
therefore I came to Moscow from Addis Ababa, I knew I was com-
plementing my African experience with a European experience.  
Ironically, as I realized there were many similarities which finally 
facilitated my adaptation which included a similar historical cycles 
passing through imperial, Marxist-Leninist, and liberal regimes 
with democratic and economic transitions. Both countries were 
also based on orthodox Christianity with ethnic Muslim and Jew-
ish populations. Finally, both countries were federations with 
highly decentralized institutions.  

The Centre for Democracy and Develop-
ment in Africa as the name indicates is a 

Think Tank aimed at making policy-
oriented studies on issues related to govern-
ance in Africa generally, and Cameroon in 

particular. It has produced a few studies but 
is handicapped now because most of  its 

original promoters are in the Diaspora. The 
Centre was conceived to fill a vacuum in 
policy-oriented knowledge production in 

the continent and Cameroon in particular.  

About Cameroonians at Home and Abroad 
10

When I defended my thesis on the role of Public  
Diplomacy in business promotion in 1989, the  

concept was not very popular and properly defined.  
Today, it has become a central strategy in the  

conduct of foreign policy by most countries and its 
techniques are being refined and reviewed on a 

more regular basis.  

For the past three years most  
Embassies have been confronted with 
cases of  scammers wanting to become 

“internet millionaires” involved in 
cybercriminality and there are always 

headlines about Cameroonians  
arrested as con-men in our Diaspora 
communities. With such stories, you 

will agree with me that marketing the 
country is a herculean  

task  



Professionally however the imperatives were different.  
Addis Ababa covered was an important observatory for African 
bilateralism as it covered 9 countries, but also for pan-African and 
UN multilateral diplomacy through the OAU, AU, and ECA. On 
the other hand, Moscow is a global and Eurasian diplomatic ob-
servatory with a strong focus on bilateralism but a good back-
ground for insights in globalism and geopolitics.  
 

You are reputed as a scholar-diplomat in Cameroon and you have 
been heading a Centre for Democracy and Development in Africa. 
What are the objectives of this Centre and how do you think it 
might help in improving governance in Cameroon and the conti-
nent? 
The Centre for Democracy and Development in Africa as the 
name indicates is a Think Tank aimed at making policy-oriented 
studies on issues related to governance in Africa generally, and 
Cameroon in particular. It has produced a few studies but is 
handicapped now because most of its original promoters are in the 
Diaspora. The Centre was conceived to fill a vacuum in policy-
oriented knowledge production in the continent and Cameroon in 
particular.  
It came out of an observation that there is a general awareness in 
the society on governance-related issues because of the role of the 
media and civil society advocates. However, such awareness did 
not create an understanding of the issues which needed deeper 
analyses through books, pamphlets, issues and occasional papers, 
monographs.  
CEREDDA was therefore to go beyond newspaper headlines and 
blogs to undertake research and analyses that could help African 

governments to address the issues. CEREDDA’s advantage over 
other Think Tanks has been its African perspectives to issues which 
when handled by foreign Think Tanks with non-African perspec-
tives and agenda. It is my hope that with the contacts some of us 
now have in international and African circles, CEREDDA will fi-
nally takes its place as an indigenous African Think Tank.  
 

As a writer in Public Diplomacy, what are the challenges in promot-
ing the country’s image and rich potentials in tourism, culture, busi-
ness, and even sports?  
The challenges are many. When I defended my thesis on the role of 
Public Diplomacy in business promotion in 1989, the concept was 
not very popular and properly defined. Today, it has become a cen-
tral strategy in the conduct of foreign policy by most countries and 
its techniques are being refined and reviewed on a more regular ba-
sis.  
In a nutshell, I think the problems are those of finances, adequate 
materials, professionalism, policy, coordination of the contending 
bureaucracies, and above all technology. I can take a whole day 
discussing these issues.  
Take finances for instances, our budget on promotional activities in 
tourism and trade is far less than countries like Kenya, Cote 
d’Ivoire, and Ghana. Even when we engage finally in promotion 
the type of gadgets, and the choice of languages used is very impor-
tant. The use of real professionals in tourism, public relations, and 
event planning and management is also important, but above all, 
we should have a policy with clear goals and objectives which could 
be benchmarked. 

The Embassy has also been organizing the 
visits of business delegations to Cameroon in 
collaboration with the Russian Chamber of 
Commerce, the most conspicuous has been 

those of the Expotech in April and June 2008 
which brought together over 12 Russian 

business operators interested in the mining, 
agriculture, and forestry sectors. The Em-
bassy has also been sending groups of tour-

ists especially those interested in game tour-
ism in the North. Then in June 2009, there 

was an exploratory mission to organize the 
First Edition of the Cameroon Economic 

Days to take place in 2010. 

Diplomacy could effectively contribute in  
decentralization as Cameroon will become more  

active in international conferences and seminars on 
the management of local and regional authorities by 
international organizations like the UNHABITAT, 

the Commonwealth Secretariat, the AU, etc. 
It could also help in the negotiation of sister-city 

programmes as well as the twinning of foreign  
regional authorities with Cameroonian regions as the 
laws will permit. But the extent to which diplomacy 
could contribute to decentralized cooperation will 

depend on the internal political structures and  
constitutional provisions of our foreign partners.  



Can you give us examples of business events you have been orga-
nizing in Moscow to attract Russian opportunities in Cameroon? 
Such business events are done on a routine basis. For example in 
April 2007, the Embassy helped in organizing the Group of Cam-
eroon Business Operators in the Russian Federation who had to 
send a delegation to the First Diaspora Conference in Yaoundé 
and even animate a roundtable on “Doing Business in Russia”.  
Since 2009, the Embassy had instituted a Working Group with 
the Russian Chamber of Commerce and created a Technical Com-
mittee with the Russian Chamber of Commerce to organize the 
Cameroon Days in the Russian Federation.  
The Embassy has also been organizing the visits of business dele-
gations to Cameroon in collaboration with the Russian Chamber 
of Commerce, the most conspicuous has been those of the Expo-
tech in April and June 2008 which brought together over 12 Rus-
sian business operators interested in the mining, agriculture, and 
forestry sectors. The Embassy has also been sending groups of 
tourists especially those interested in game tourism in the North. 
Then in June 2009, there was an exploratory mission to organize 
the First Edition of the Cameroon Economic Days to take place in 
2010.  
 

As a development researcher how do you think diplomacy can con-
tribute to the present decentralization programme in the country 
when it takes off effectively in 2010?  
Cameroon’s diplomacy had started contributing to implementing 
the programme since the promulgation of the 1996 Constitution 
and in fact the Ministry has a sub-department for decentralized 

In Russia for instance, where the policy of  decentralized cooperation is very  
advanced, the 10 Cameroonian regions could strike partnership arrangements 
with the governments and Chambers of  Commerce of  any of  the 85 autono-
mous republics and regions while there are thousands of  municipalities with 

which sister-city partnerships could be arranged.  

 

One has the impression that a lot is done on an adhoc basis and by 
amateurs or impostors even when the country has been training 
professionals in tourism and public relations in Ngaoundéré and in 
the various schools of communication.  
I however think the greatest challenge in public diplomacy is cop-
ing with the revolution in communication technologies. When I 
defended my thesis in 1989, public diplomacy had not gone vir-
tual. Today through the internet, new actors like bloggers, twit-
ters, and all sorts of websites have created new challenges and 
opportunities which were not available in our days, making con-
tinuous training in the area very necessary. 
Finally, you must be familiar with the famous PR maxim that 
“you cannot sell shit”, in other words, it is difficult to promote 
something that is bad. Cameroon has also earned a bad image for 
its corruption, rising insecurity, and “feymania”, which neutralize 
most efforts to promote a positive image abroad. In some cases, 
the activities of the Cameroonian businessmen in the Diaspora 
who are supposed to be the vectors of the country’s image are only 
putting more coals into the fire. 
For the past three years most Embassies have been confronted 
with cases of scammers wanting to become “internet millionaires” 
involved in cybercriminality and there are always headlines about 
Cameroonians arrested as con-men in our Diaspora communities. 
With such stories, you will agree with me that marketing the 
country is a herculean task even if we take care of the challenges 

outlined above.  
 

About Cameroonians at Home and Abroad 

12



Cooperation which oversees cooperation with foreign local and re-
gional authorities. Diplomacy could effectively contribute in decen-
tralization as Cameroon will become more active in international 
conferences and seminars on the management of local and regional 
authorities by international organizations like the UN-HABITAT, 
UNDP, Africities, the Commonwealth Secretariat, the AU, etc. 
It could also help in the negotiation of sister-city programmes as well 
as the twinning of foreign regional authorities with Cameroonian 
regions as the laws will permit. But the extent to which diplomacy 
could contribute to decentralized cooperation will depend on the in-
ternal political structures and constitutional provisions of our foreign 
partners.  
In Russia for instance, where the policy of decentralized cooperation 
is very advanced, the 10 Cameroonian regions could strike partner-
ship arrangements with the governments and Chambers of Com-
merce of any of the 85 autonomous republics and regions while there 
are thousands of municipalities with which sister-city partnerships 
could be arranged. The city of St. Petersburg for instance has sister-
city programmes with over 90 other cities world-wide and the Direc-
tor of International Cooperation of the City Council is more or less a 
Minister of Foreign Affairs. In fact it is from that position that the 
present Russian Prime Minister Vladimir Putin was exposed to inter-
national affairs.  
Finally, I think diplomacy could contribute by arranging study tours 
on best practices in decentralization policies in foreign countries. For 
instance a study tour to Russia or Ethiopia, which I am familiar 
with, and which as federations have developed functional decentrali-
zation programmes will provide an insight into the working of the 
various institutions such as the Senate, the National Assembly, the 
Regional Councils, the local councils as well as other issues related to 
budgeting and revenue allocation.  
 

You have also been publishing on humanitarian affairs, notably on 
the Red Cross Movement. Why this new attraction for a diplomat? 
My interest in humanitarianism stems from a conviction that I can 
contribute concretely if I focus on the vulnerable people. Apart from 
the Red Cross Movement, my involvement in humanitarian affairs 
includes participation in the Lake Nyos Disaster Research Team 
(1986), Civil Protection and the national campaigns on the UN 
IDNDR in 1994-95, the Presidential Committee on Humanitarian 
Assistance to the Internally Displaced Persons of the Bakassi Region 
in 1996-1997. I am Patron of the Cameroon Road Safety Foundation 
(CAROSEF), which is involved in Road Safety Campaigns in the 
country and I am currently sponsoring six volunteers in three nurs-
ery  schools in Buea who assist pupils to cross the roads with heavy 
traffic.  

At the international level, I have worked with the OAU-IPEP 
to investigate the genocide in Rwanda and the International 
Committee of the Red Cross in Addis Ababa. I must say that it 
is through involvement in humanitarian affairs that I come in 
contact with real, needy, ordinary people at the grassroots. Dip-
lomatic activities and protocol in presidential courts with the 
“crème de crème” can usually make you build castles in the air 
and forget that even as a diplomat, you cannot dissociate your-
self from human sufferings.   
I have been inspired by the activities of other statesmen and 
diplomats like Julius Nyerere, Ketumile Masire, Toumani 
Toure, Dr. Pierre Tchoungui, and William Eteki Mboumoua.  
 

How do you think the new diplomacy might contribute in solving 
the Diaspora’s concerns on double nationality and elections 
abroad? 
The efforts by our Diplomatic Services to contribute in solving 
the Diaspora’s concerns for double nationality and elections 
abroad were adequately explained by my Minister-Delegate, 
Chief Dr. Dion Ngute when responding to questions in Parlia-
ment last year.  
However, I will like to add that the Diaspora should also take 
its own responsibility to make concrete proposals to Govern-
ment on how they think it should be done, in view of the experi-
ences of other Diasporas of their host countries. If the various 
Cameroonian Diasporas send concrete proposals to Government 
on these issues, it might help the Government to 
take more sustainable decisions.  
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About Cameroonians at Home and Abroad 

There is a saying that “A Bakweri prince cannot stay long away from 
his traditional kwacoco and Oil Palm Soup”. How are you coping 
without them in Moscow? 
There is no doubt that I am missing home and our very delicious 
traditional meal. I however console myself with the fact that even 
those at home do not eat the “ kwacoco and Mosaka” every day be-
cause one cannot live by bread alone. I have also come to accept the 
fact I chose a profession which makes me a citizen of the world, liv-
ing in a global village. I have therefore been learning to eat dishes 
from other cultures as I move along. But I can assure you that when-
ever I come home I usually make up for it in arrears.  
 

You have gone through a few issues of the Success Story E-Magazine, 
a collective effort by some Cameroonians to promote excellence, what 
are your impressions about the publication? 
I would say straight away that I find the publication gratifying be-
cause I believe in highlighting success stories. In fact the Success 
Story E-Magazine is doing what I have been trying to do at another 
level, which has been focusing on the success stories of our political 
leaders. Many people are already familiar with The Torch and the 
Throne on Bernard Fonlon and Men of Courage, but there are other 
studies on political success stories like The Limits of Optimism on Nzo 
Ekangaki and I Speak my Mind and Putting a Case to Rest on Dr. 
Endeley, which have been submitted for publication and might be 
hitting the bookshops very soon. You are therefore preaching to the 
converted and whenever I read your publication, it is like a pastor 
reading from the bible.  
At a time when Cameroonians have been used to negativity, fruitless 
blackmail, and a crude application of the Pull Him Down Syndrome, 
initiatives such as yours, which highlight achievements and positive 
values than negativity can only be applauded and encouraged by 
people like us who still think there is hope to inject some morality in 
our society.  
I believe every one of your guests will become a mentor to other 
Cameroonians who also see success in his or her story. That, more 
than making it a forum for social marketing, will create the type of 
impact I foresee as a communication person.  
 

A word to younger Cameroonians who will like to follow your foot-
steps? 
I have always wanted the younger generation of Cameroonians to be 
involved in public affairs, but more importantly in international af-
fairs. I remember as a student in IRIC I published a book entitled A 

Comprehensive Approach to International Problems. I 
am happy that many people of the younger genera-

tion had confessed that that book changed their attitude towards 
World Affairs positively and gave them the tools and methodol-
ogy to answer questions in this very difficult subject. I am happy 
that through such a contribution, many younger Cameroonian 
were able to get to international affairs.  
For over 20 years, I have always been encouraging through coun-
seling, coaching, and recommendations to young Cameroonians 
who want to get into the two professions I enjoy and to improve 
on them. There are many journalists and other Cameroonians in 
international organizations who owe their place thanks to such 
counseling and orientations.  
Today Cameroonians have more opportunities than we found in 
our days. There are more schools of Journalism and more media 
organizations for training though Anglophones had experienced 
difficulties being admitted in IRIC for some years. But the great-
est challenge for the younger generation today is the sacrifice for 
public service. Most young people want to make it big and fast 
without being properly grounded in the professional grill. I re-
member I opted to be posted abroad when I was at the Presidency 
and had opportunities for bigger positions in the country because 
I wanted to be well-groomed professionally as a diplomat before 
embarking on any other activity.   
 

Thanks Minister for talking to us.  
You are welcome. 

Interviewed by George Mbella 
 14 

I have always wanted the 
younger generation of   

Cameroonians to be involved 
in public affairs, but more  

importantly in international 
affairs. ..Most young people 
want to make it big and fast 

without being properly 
grounded in the  

professional grill. 



 



 

  

  

  

Bernard Nsokika FONLON 

B ernard Nsokika Fonlon is remembered 
as one of Cameroon’s greatest scholars 
and statesmen. Born on 24 November 
1924 in Kumbo, Nso and initially 

trained and destined for a Priest, this extraordi-
nary gentleman surprised his entourage by fur-
thering his education  and earning degrees from 

the University of Ireland, Sorbonne and Oxford University, princi-
pally in Literature. He served in the West Cameroon House of As-
sembly and the Federal House of Assembly before his appointment 
to several positions as Government Minister. His contributions to 
the growth of Cameroon spanned beyond intellectual and cultural 
works to those of a Statesman whose handling of cabinet positions 
included that of Deputy Minister for Foreign affairs. His intellec-
tual omnipresence and international academic experience were as-
sets in initiating and advising on key issues related to Cameroon’s 
foreign policy options. 

Joseph Nzo EKANGAKI 

B orn on March 22 1934 in Nguti, Kumba 
Division, Joseph Nzo Ekangaki  was a 
great Cameroonian political figure who 
completed his studies in Great Britain 

and West Germany so young and returned to serve in 
the West Cameroon House of Assembly and Federal 
House of Assembly. His diplomatic savvy and political astuteness 
yielded an appointment as Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs on 
February 14 1962 and later as Minister of Labour on May 25 1965. 
While he still served in the latter function, he was elected as Secre-
tary General of the Organisation of African Unity (OAU) during the 
19th meeting of the Council of Ministers of the OAU on June 15 1972, 
in Rabat Morocco. He was 38 years old, and became an early proof-
Cameroon’s brilliance in continental diplomacy. Halfway through his 
term he resigned from his office on June 16 1974. He served as Special 
Adviser at the Presidency till retirement from civil service in 1989. 

William Aurélien ETEKI  MBOUMOUA 

H e has been described as one of Camer-
oon’s most refined diplomats and politi-
cians. His birth was recorded on Octo-
ber 20 1933 at Bonadibong, Douala. He 

studied Administration and Political Sciences in 
France. He was a member of the Executive Board of 

UNESCO from 1962 to 1968, becoming its vice president in 1967 
and he was president of the UNESCO General Conference from 
1968 to 1970. After serving as Minister of Education, he was special 
adviser to President Ahmadou Ahidjo from 1971 to 1973.  
Following the resignation of Nzo Ekangaki as Secretary General of 
the OAU, Etéki Mboumoua was elected as OAU’s Secretary Gen-
eral where he served until 1978. After serving in various advisory 
positions at the Presidency of the Republic, he was appointed as 
Minister of Foreign Affairs on July 7 1984. In 1995, the OAU ap-
pointed him to mediate the political situation in the Comoros. Wil-
liam Etéki Mboumoua is now the President of the Cameroon Red 
Cross. 

Paul Bamela ENGO 

F or so many decades, Paul Bamela ENGO 
was an emblematic diplomatic figure in 
the UN Headquarters in New York 
where, beyond representing Cameroon, he 

ensured the respect and consideration of Africa’s 
voice in key discussions on international issues. 
Born in Cameroon on October 5 1931, he was a Brit-
ish-trained Lawyer and Jurist. He served as Magis-
trate in West Cameroon before becoming a diplomat 
rising to the rank of Minister Plenipotentiary Ex-
traordinary in 1969. He has served Cameroon as diplomat in  Bonn 
(1964), Washington DC (1965-1968), and New York (1984-1991). He 
has also lectured the Law of the Sea at the Institute of International 
Relations (IRIC) Yaounde (1973-1979) as well as English Common 
Law at the National School of Administration and Magistracy 
(ENAM) from 1973 to 1979. In 1996, he was elected as a Judge at 
the International Tribunal of the Law of the Sea (ITLOS). 

Jacques Roger BOOH BOOH 

H e was a prominent figure in Camer-
oon’s diplomacy throughout the 
eighties, rising to the post of Minis-
ter of External Relations.   

In his early years as a diplomat, Jacques Roger 
BOOH BOOH worked for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs as Head 
of the Department of African Affairs and as Director for Asia and 
Africa. He took up functions abroad as Deputy Permanent Repre-
sentative to the UN, and as Ambassador to the Kingdom of Mo-
rocco, then Greece and later at the UNESCO. He also served as 
Cameroon’s ambassador to France from 1983 until he was named 
Minister of External Relations on May 16, 1988. 
Jacques Roger BOOH BOOH headed a small mission of military 
personnel known as UNAMIR, in 1993, that was dispatched by the 
United Nations to Rwanda, in an effort to facilitate the implemen-
tation of the Arusha Accords and to keep peace between the Hutu 
and Tutsi ethnic groups. 

Amos NAMANGA NGONGI 

A fter a brilliant career at the executive of the 
World Food Program in Rome, Italy, Amos Na-
manga Ngongi was appointed as the Special 
Representative of the UN Secretary General 

Kofi Annan to the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). 
He headed the UN peace-keeping mission known as MONUC that 
was created in 1999.  The DRC was going through armed conflict 
opposing several armed groups that transformed the entire great 
lakes region into a war torn area. Working under exceptionally diffi-
cult circumstances throughout his two year mandate, MONUC con-
solidated the situation of ceasefire and ensured the withdrawal of 
belligerent troops to agreed positions. It also supported reconcilia-
tion discussions that began among the Congolese and despite fighting 
that was ongoing, demobilized, disarmed and repatriated some 2000 
Rwandans to their home country, under the DDRRR programme. 
Mr. Ngongi now heads the African Green Revolution Alliance 
(AGRA) based in Nairobi, Kenya. 



 

 

 

Michael KIMA TABONG 

W hile serving as a Civil Servant in the West Cameroon Public Service, Michael Kima Tabong was detached to the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs in Yaounde around 1962 to serve as Chief of Cabinet from 1962 to 1963. He was integrated into the Corps of 
Diplomats as foreign secretary on February 1st 1964.  He served in various capacities like Counsellor and Cultural Attaché to 
Cameroonian embassies in Moscow, Washington DC respectively before he was appointed Ambassador Extraordinary and 

Plenipotentiary of Cameroon to Liberia, Sierra Leone and the Revolutionary Republic of Guinea. He made a brief stop in Cameroon to serve 
as Minister of Mines and Power before resuming diplomatic service as Ambassador to Italy where his performance was remarkable as Dean of 
the African Diplomatic Corps in Italy, Dean of Commonwealth High Commissioners and Vice-Dean of the 174 diplomatic  missions. 

Martin Belinga EBOUTOU 

H e was Cameroon’s Permanent Representative to the 
United Nations from March 1998 to December 2007 dur-
ing which period he was elected on 29 January 2001 as 
that year’s President of the UN Economic and Social 

Council. He was the President of the United Nations Security Council 
in October 2002. On 6 June 2003, he was elected as Chairperson of the 
3rd Committee of the General Assembly (the Social, Humanitarian 
and Central Committee). While serving as Permanent Representative 
to the UN, Belinga Eboutou was also Permanent Representative of Cameroon to the Permanent 
Mission of the UN in Geneva, as well as Cameroon’s Ambassador to Jamaica. He was appointed as 
Director of the Civil Cabinet at the Presidency on June 30 2009. 

Isabelle Moneyang BASSONG 

B orn on February 9 1937 in the South of 
Cameroon and trained as a linguist in 
Sorbonne and the University of Den-
ver, Isabelle Bassong entered diplo-

matic service after holding a cabinet position as 
Secretary of State for Health in Cameroon. She 
was accredited for the first time in 1988 to the 
European Communities and the Benelux states. 
Isabelle Bassong was President of the Committee 
of Ambassadors that took part in the negotiations 

of the Lomé IV Convention (1990), the Revised Convention of 1995 and the Cotonou 
Agreement (2000).  
She was one of Cameroon’s counsels at the International Court of Justice in the 
Hague, throughout the Bakassi border dispute opposing Cameroon to Nigeria. At the time of her death on November 9th 2006, she was 
the most senior of ACP Ambassadors and the second most senior member of the entire diplomatic corps in Brussels. She was also the only 
Cameroonian female ambassador. 

Jean Victor NKOLO 

A fter a rigourous selection process that involved several candidates, the Cameroonian-born Jean Victor Nkolo 
was appointed as Spokesperson of Dr. Ali Abdussalam Triki, President of the 64th session of the General As-
sembly of the United Nations Organisation, that focused on Climate Change. He started his functions on Sep-
tember 15 2009, with the task of communicating and interacting with journalists from the world on behalf of 

the President of the 64th session and the 192 member states. He interacts daily with the media either through press brief-
ings, interviews or online communication. He also sends a lot of information, press releases and background information to journalists.  
Prior to his appointment, Jean Victor Nkolo had occupied several functions at the headquarters of the UN in New York, notably the De-
partment of Information.  Between 1993-2006, he served in several peace-keeping missions in Mozambique, Zaïre, Rwanda, Liberia, Haïti, 
Kosovo, Ethiopia & Eritrea, Côte d’Ivoire and the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). He is aged 53, married and father of 4 kids. 
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A Cameroonian in the Diaspora laying  
Foundations for Investment in  

Green Energy in Cameroon 
We welcome you, Councilmember Makia Epie, to this 
issue of the Success Story E-Magazine. 
Thank you. 
 

You are a hardworking Cameroonian based in CEDAR 
HILL, Texas. When did you leave for the USA and what 
have you achieved over these many decades before be-
coming Councilmember?  
Achievements are Hallow if there isn’t another human being 
whose life has been changed by yours. So I am reluctant to say 
I have achieved much. I have however done a few things that 
are worth while. 

I have helped place  
Cameroon in positive light 
in the USA. Most notably, 

being the first Black elected 
to the city council of  Cedar 

Hill, Texas in 1995 to date 



I left for the United States 0n October 22, 1972. I had just started 
my final year at Bilingual Grammar School, Buea, following 
graduation from PSS (PHS), Kumba. 
My pride is that I have raised God Fearing successful children. So-
cially and politically, I have helped place Cameroon in positive 
light in the USA. Most notably, being the first Black elected to the 
city council of Cedar Hill, Texas in 1995 to date; winning the De-
mocratic election for Justice of the Peace in Dallas County, Texas 
in 1998; serving as an elected Director to the National League of 
Cities and the Texas Municipal League Insurance Risk Pool 
(www.tmlirp.org/tmlirp/mepie.htm);  Chair of Energy, Environment 
and Natural Resources as well as being appointed to the National 
Drinking Water Advisory Council (www.epa.gov/.../ndwac/.../
report_ndwac_affordabilitywg_final_08-08-03.pdf); elected as Presi-
dent of North Central Housing Finance Corporation in 1996 to 
date. (http://www.ncthousing.com/about/makia.php). 
Starting a soccer club in college in 1973 and again in 1988, I started 
and was the first President of the Cedar Hill Soccer Association for 
two years. I was appointed to the Cedar Hill Parks Board and even-
tually elected to the council in 1995 where I served as Mayor Pro-
tempore and now I am the longest serving councilman after several 
elections. 
I have been honored by several organizations including congress, 
Senior citizens of greater Dallas, and the state of Texas. In addi-
tion, I have been made an honorary citizen of several cities across 
the United States of America. 
My second greatest achievement is being able to be used as an ex-
ample for Africans – What I mean by that is having somebody call 
me up and saying, “Hey Makia, we have one of your country fellows 
here interviewing for a job. We hired him and hope he is as good as you 
are”. That gives me satisfaction even though the person may be 
from Kenya and not specifically Cameroonian. I have been a Police 
Officer, a firefighter and I am still licensed in the State of Texas. If 
you have a quiet night, you can rent a movie called, Brubaker, I hr 
20 minutes into the movie, you will see my face and me in action. I 
worked on that for several months to appear for 5 seconds on the 
screen!  

 Ask me this question after I meet God then I will say I have 
achieved something when he say s to me: 
 “Son, You loved me and you took care of my sheep” 
 

Your kids should be big men and women now, what exactly 
are they doing? 
 My wife (ex-wife) Betty and I have four kids. But we adopted 
three from Cameroon so there are seven kids. The first, Alice Epie 
(Mrs. Leo Kange) is a Human Resources manager for an interna-

tional company in Baltimore Maryland. The second, 
Suki EPIE is Director of IT for Green Hunter En-

ergy in Grapevine, Texas. The third, Captain Makia Epie is an 
Air Force Captain flying the biggest thing The US Air Force Has 
– C-5 Galaxy And the third Musangu Epie is a Computer Engi-
neer and Electronic Engineer (Two separate degrees) working as 
a test Engineer for Dallas Semi Conductor in Dallas Texas. Elin-
doh Epie (Mrs. Kapena –Congo man) is a nursing student and a 
manager for Panda Express. Siewe Epie is a Senior Psychology 
Student at Mid Western State University in Wichita Falls, 
Texas. The last –Jarvis Epie just completed High School and is 
contemplating what to do with his life. 
 

 You seem to be tireless, Mr. Makia Epie. Proof of this is 
your involvement in Environmental Conservation and al-
ternative green solutions to development. In fact, you are 
the Executive Director of GREEN DEVELOPMENTS FOR 
AFRICA. What is the mission of this organization and 
what activities are you planning to perform in the short 
term in your native Cameroon? 
You asked what I have achieved over the years. Well I obtained 
a Master of Science degree in Agricultural Economics in 1976 and 
returned to work for CDC  in 1977. Eventually I was made the 
assistant director at Djuttitsa Tea Estate in Dschang. While 
there, I decided to return to complete a Ph. D program but my 
timing was wrong when I returned in 1981. I ended up working 
to feed my family and eventually ended up in Cedar Hill Texas. I 
served as Vice-chair and Chair for the Energy Environment and 
Natural Resources committee for NLC, which put me in a posi-
tion to deal with National environmental issues. There are only 
four states I have not visited to talk about environmental issues. 
It was during a television news conference in Alaska that I was 
challenged by a reporter. At the time (2005), the Bush admini-
stration was considering drilling for oil in the Arctic Wildlife Re-
serve in Alaska’s North Slope. After the News conference, a re-
porter who had been to Africa came to me and when he found 
out I was from Cameroon, he asked,  
“Why can’t you go back to Cameroon and do what you are doing here 
for the environment?” 
 That challenge has led me to leave my job as an Administrative 
Judge for the State of Texas and investing my time in GREEN 
DEVELOPMENTS FOR AFRICA (www.GD-Africa.org). It is 
our goal that every village in Africa will become self sustaining 
while becoming environmentally conscious of the impact of hu-
man activities to our environment. We will start with projects 

I was appointed to the Cedar Hill Parks 
Board and eventually elected to the  

council in 1995 where I served as Mayor 
Pro-tempore and now I am the longest  

serving councilman after several elections. 

About Cameroonians at Home and Abroad 
20

I have been honored by several  
organizations including congress, 
Senior citizens of  greater Dallas, 

and the state of  Texas. In addition, I 
have been made an honorary citizen 
of  several cities across the United 

States of  America. 

I have been a Police Officer, a firefighter 
and I am still licensed in the State of  

Texas. 



that will provide employment, electricity, medical and educational 
improvements to our youth. I have invested personally upwards  

of  -----millions, well, I do not need to say it. 
 

My pride is that I have raised  
God-fearing successful  

children 
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Explain to us the production process of biofuels that 
will be doing the pilot areas that you have just named 
and their expected outcomes and impact on their lo-
cal development. 
GD-Africa.org will focus on the development of bio fuels 
utilizing plants that grow around us. With training of 
youth from each village we will establish in, the process 
from plants/fruits is quiet simple - just like processing oil 
from palm kennels and then after filtration, you have your 
oil for cooking fuel, running generators to driving in diesel 
cars. The economic study is going on now This is so simple 
you will be surprised but it is very labor intensive. 
 

Do you plan to extend this project to other parts of 
Cameroon and Africa where same energy needs are 
felt? 
GD-Africa.org, as the name implies is an international or-
ganization for Africa. The answer is YES. I met with other 
African Bio-fuel producers last October and we are form-
ing an organization for education and financing. 
 

You have been following debates going on around the globe on 
environmental protection and participated in quite many on 
the issue. Which arguments would you advance in favour of the 
need to preserve the environment?  
 You see, GOD provided these things on earth for our enjoyment and 
for our sustenance.  
 

The majority of us, Africans, find it difficult to understand why 
we are told to halt using our natural resources for development 
in order to contribute to the protection of the environment, 
when we know that the greatest polluters are in the developed 
countries. How could Africa achieve development without us-
ing its natural resources on an industrial scale?  
China, Japan, Russia and the United States of America lead the 
world in air pollution through their stationary sources like automo-
biles, chemical plant and coal fired power plants as well as incinera-
tors and several factories. However, we can find environmental pollu-
tion right next to us. You may not have seen pictures of the devasta-
tion in the Delta area of Nigeria. If you had, you may change your 
view about polluters being mostly developed countries. Right there in 
Cameroon, we are contributing to the environmental pollution 
through our slash/burn farming practices and the way we harvest 
timber and discard our waste. It should not take anyone long to real-
ize that  looking at the first river you cross on your way from Douala 
to Yaounde that you should not eat fish from that river because of 
the waste in it. Look at the river that runs through Kumba town 
green or Barombi Lake for that matter. As a kid, every Saturday you 
saw these fishermen with large tilapias they have harvested. The 
river in Kumba hardly has any fish in it due to the fact that that 
river has become a dumping ground of our waste. 
 We should not stop using our resources but we can develop our coun-
tries through sensible utilization and management of our resources 
and acknowledgement that our impact on the land we inhabit mat-
ters. I tell you, it is not going to be long before we start fighting each 
other over water. I have been taking pictures of rivers along Kumba 
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Mamfe road for years and I sea the decrease of water levels every 
where. 
People do not see that fact that having roads without coal tar or 
concrete on the roads is polluting. Look at the dust that is raised 
after a truck goes by and the related health effects. Look at all the 
compounds without grass. The wind blows and the kids breathe in 
all the dust. Just plant grass in yards and it will reduce some air-
borne illnesses. 
 

Do you share the view that developed countries need to in-
crease financial assistance for development to enable devel-
oping countries rely less on their natural resources? 
 NO. You see, one thing we need to learn in Cameroon and Africa as 
a whole is the spirit of volunteerism where you work for the good of 
your community without remunerations. I learned as a kid when 
we joined hands to help clear the grass in an older woman’s yard 
whose husband had died. I volunteered in 1980 - 1981 as a lecturer 
of Agricultural marketing at the University of Dschang and most of 
what I do today is on a voluntary basis. Where I am going to is 
that there are very rich persons there in Cameroon and many devel-
oping countries. Why can’t they establish foundations for the good 
of their countries instead of always looking outside for the, 
“Whiteman’s money?” 
It is a shame that 50 years after independence we are still looking 
outward to others for our welfare. Independence comes with the 
responsibility to be able to look after ones self. 
 I will like the way eagles live. They take care of their young until 
such a time that they feel the young must leave the nest. When the 
young chick refuses to leave, it is tossed out of the nest. It has a 
choice. It can flap its wing and fly or drop dead. Developing coun-
tries today should be able to flap their wings and take care of them-
selves. Using Africa as an example, believe me, I have been fortu-

nate to go to other African countries. I see a lot of wealth in Africa 
and unfortunately, a lot of waste that could be used for develop-
ment. I speak as one who has been involved in reviewing budgets 
and traveled around America talking to other government bodies. 
When appropriate management practices are in place, we can use 
our natural resource to our benefit without begging from outside. 
In the US, Trees are planted for lumber. In my community we 
have an ordinance. You want to cut down a tree, you plant a tree. 
Well take Cameroon for example, there are no tree farms. I know 
while I was in CDC, we grew Eucalyptus trees for our firewood for 
drying tea. But how many tree farms are there in Cameroon? I 
drive along Mamfe road and the rivers that used to rush towards 
the Mungo River are now just streams, why, because of irresponsi-
ble logging – emphasis IRRESPONSIBLE that has left the land 
bare along with slash and burn farming. That is one of the things 
GD-AFRICA is tackling. Look at Zimbabwe, that place looked 
like Europe before independence but look at it today. Look at 
Abidjan in Ivory Coast, it looked like parts of France but what 
has happened to it today. Look at Kumba or Mamfe before inde-
pendence – what has happened to them today. Internally, there is 
wealth in developing countries otherwise you would not find Air 
France flights to Cameroon filled with foreigners coming here. Let 
us use what we have instead of getting indebted to others. 
 

Looking back at recent world summits on Environment, in-
cluding Copenhagen, how would you analyse various solu-
tions proposed for environmentally friendly approaches to 
development? 
It was a substantial development when Russia along with China 
agreed in principle to reduction of pollutants. I however was very 
disappointed that there is a lack of verification. Without this im-
portant element, how do you quantify progress? 
  

Take us back to your village of Kurume where you were 
born. Could you give us a brief account of your birth? 
 I wish I could. I was an innocent participant to my birth and can 
only recount what I was told. I was told that I was born while my 
mother was on her way to the farm. So if you know the story of 
the guy with the burning bush in the old testament, that is why 
my Christian name is that guy’s name. 
 

I met with other African Bio-fuel 
producers last October and we are 

forming an organization for  
education and financing. 
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How did your Parents prepare you for community service dur-
ing your early childhood? 
 As chief, my father was prone to counseling people. I sat on his lap 
and listened. I saw Foncha, Endeley,  Mbile and others fighting for 
unification  with East Cameroon come to my father’s house and it in-
terested me. I watched my sister sing for FONCHA and present him 
with flowers and all these peaked my interest in politics. But I also saw 
my father take care of at times upward to 14 kids from villages where 
there was no school and had to attend Kurume school. He did that as a 
Christian and so I do. Many Africans have gone through my house and 
that is what my religion requires me to do. 
 

Now, you travel to Cameroon so often. When you look at the 
country’s economic performance and overall standards for de-
velopment, are you satisfied that the country’s huge potential is 
well exploited? 
I know the potential is not being exploited but I also know that plan-
ning is going on. One of those areas is the huge potential for electricity 
harvesting with all the rivers we have. When electricity becomes stable 
and plentiful, you will be amazed how much this will change and has-
ten the establishment of industries. Please, eliminate efficiency in pa-
per work processing and build roads then join the electronic age. It will 
work wonders. 
 

Residing in an industrial country like the US, what other areas 
do you think Cameroon could prioritise urgently and tackle de-
velopment and poverty more seriously? 
This may sound strange. But I will computerize all government offices. 
The immediate effect will be the transparency that will enable effi-
ciency. There is no reason today why a teacher should leave Ngoundere 
to go chase papers in Yaounde. Do you know how many man hours are 
wasted in Cameroon because of this? You will be able to track budget 
expenditures and believe me, you will see that money that is now dis-
appearing will become available for infrastructure development. Then 
build roads, roads and more hard surface roads. Let us not forget the 
importance of education. If I had my way, I would grant each person 
in village just one week in America or another developed country.   
 

You come from an area (Meme) that is productive in terms of 
agriculture, and you did watch Cameroon’s declining agricul-
tural power after going through a successful Green Revolution. 
Now, there is a huge national and sub regional demand for agri-
cultural products but production policy is yet to be creative. As 
an expert in Agricultural economics, what measures could gov-
ernment and private investors put in place to revamp Camer-
oon’s Agricultural production? 
Build farm to market roads and educate farmers to take charge of their 
welfare through the formation of co-operatives - then government 
needs to keep hands off co-operatives and let them function as they did 
in the 50s and 60s. 
 

 You believe in the production of biofuels to promote rural de-
velopment in Cameroon, wouldn’t this happen at the expense of 

Agriculture whose development has been neglected 
over recent years leading to food shortages and 

huge importations of foodstuffs that could be produced 
locally in abundance? 
Thanks for this question. This is a falsehood from people 
who think it is either food or bio-fuel. Both can coexist bene-
ficially. Take algae for example. You do not eat it so how 
does that take away from food land? Take a plant like 
Jathropha, animals will not eat it, it grows in non farm land 
so where is the competition with agricultural production? 
 

Cameroonians in the USA and other developed coun-
tries have contributed in upgrading the income levels 
in their families back in Cameroon with an ever in-
creasing flow of remittances. However, it is believed 
that Cameroonians could equally become involved in 
setting up business ventures on a large scale. Why are 
Cameroonians residing abroad still reluctant or very 
timid to carry out bold investment ventures, individu-
ally or collectively? 
I think you are mistaken in thinking that Cameroonians in 
America are not doing bold investments in Cameroon. They 
are – on individual basis. The problem you have here is that 
the number of days and the steps required to establish a 
business in Cameroon is very long and a BATTLE. In Texas, 
I can establish my business in a couple of hours while wear-
ing my underwear and eating breakfast – which I have actu-
ally done, through the computer! It is therefore hard for a 
group of people with a distrust of the system to give up so 
much time to come to Cameroon and not be able to accom-
plish the establishment of a business. You could leave the 
US and take off for a month and not succeed in a business 
establishment. There are too many steps and too many gov-
ernment entities you have to go to before you even get the 
authority to use your business name. Shorten the steps and 
you will see a surge in Cameroonians building businesses 
there. 
 

It is equally possible for Cameroonians abroad to indi-
vidually or collectively contact companies in cities or 
states where they reside to sell their country, Camer-
oon, as an investment destination. We don’t see much 
of this happening. Instead what we see are colourful 
cultural and/or social events organized here and there 
to celebrate and celebrate. When could the balance be 
tilted in favour of the organization of business related 
events? 
There is a saying that a fruit does not fall far away from the 
tree or like father like son. Cameroonians abroad are doing 
what they have learned from their fathers in Cameroon. We 
like to celebrate. I posed this question to Cameroonians and 
this answer is theirs.  
You cannot accomplish anything without your presence in 
Cameroon because of, “Red Tape” and bribery. However, a 
great amount of money is coming into Cameroon from Cam-
eroonians abroad to make an impact. 

As chief, my father was prone to counseling 
people. I sat on his lap and listened. I saw  

Foncha, Endeley,  Mbile and others fighting for 
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my sister sing for FONCHA and present him 
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in politics.  
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The Decentralisation process is moving faster than expected in 
Cameroon. Since January 2010 more powers are being devolved to 
the municipal councils to manage development at the local level. As 
a Councilmember of CEDAR HILL, you certainly know how diffi-
cult this could be for those councils back home if their sons and 
daughters abroad do not feel involved, don’t you? 
Decentralization is a GREAT first step! I applaud that. The second part 
of that process must be involved. That is, the centers of government must 
be transparent and allow for participatory process of the citizenry.  Our 
meetings have on the agenda what is termed, “Citizens forum”. At this 
time, anyone, I mean anyone in the audience can come up to the council 
and address whatever they want to. 
Before a budget is passed, there is public input. We rank requests and find 
funds for the projects. My phone is available for anyone to call me and 
believe me, they do and I listen. 
If we have a decentralized government without a participatory democ-
racy, we will fall short 
. 

Let’s use Meme Division as case study and examine which areas 
could benefit from the contribution of the Diaspora, now that a 
good road links Buea to Kumba. Beginning with Health services. 
How could the Cameroonians from Meme, resident in the US, for 
example, mobilize assistance to councils in Meme Division in fa-
vour of health centres and hospitals? 
I was actually involved with Maggi Bate a few years ago where we col-
lected medical equipment for contribution to the hospital and doctors in 
Cameroon. I am currently on that track myself and yes, many others are 
doing their part. We however all suffer because of greed. Last month 
(November) two Cameroonians were arrested in Maryland when they re-
ceived drugs and medical supplies for free under the pretext of sending 
them to Cameroon. They instead sold them. Actions like that taint all 
Cameroonians and destroys the good will many of us have built here. 
We need the officials in Cameroon to facilitate the process of delivery of 
such goods to our villages. We are now in talks for collection of books for a 
new library being built at my Alma-Mata in Kumba, I hope we can make 
an impact with that.  
 
How could each municipality in Meme Division be linked to an-
other municipality in the USA, within the framework of sister-city 
or decentralized cooperation agreements, with the assistance of 
Cameroonians in the USA? 
 Kumba is already linked with Houston and I tried and failed to have rep-
resentation with my community. I prefer not to mention how that failure 

came about. It was not by the actions of anyone in Texas, 
that much I can tell you. 
In Agriculture, your area still represents a backbone of 
Cameroon’s cocoa production. In the US, there are co-
coa butter and chocolate production industries every-
where. Should we expect to see a concrete action by 
some Cameroonians to lobby for some of these indus-
tries in favour of the establishment of a cocoa butter or 
chocolate factory in Kumba or Kurume, for example? 
How could this be possible? 
 I think one of the greatest evils that occurred was the de-
struction of the Marketing board. That was a board that had 
all the ingredients to do what you are saying. I am however 
quite hopeful that things such as this will be possible once the 
decentralization project is complete. For now, the business 
climate as far as foreigners are concerned is classified as un-
friendly (per World Bank data). 
 

How do you see production in the tea sector, following 
privatization? Could American businessmen be inter-
ested in growing tea in Cameroon for sale in the US? 
 I cried, I mean really cried, a few months ago when I drove 
down from Buea through Tole to mile four. I worked very 
hard to establish the tea area in Saxonhorf. What I saw made 
me cry and angry. Instead of going forward, that tea planta-
tion took twenty years backwards. Believe me, if we Cameroo-
nians do to ourselves what we are doing to our once thriving 
industries, I see no reason to encourage non Cameroonians to 
be interested in us more than we are interested in ourselves. I 
am an optimist however and yes, if there is money, there is 
going to be interest from foreign investors. 
 

In Education, we pay tribute to your Dad for creating 
the first school in Kurume, a wonderful initiative at his 
time. With the growing population of youths needing 
employable skills, there is a growing need for the crea-
tion of technical, vocational and professional educa-
tional institutions to provide training. Other existing 
institutions need material assistance. Could this be an 
area of interest for some Cameroonians living in the 
USA? 
Many Cameroonian tribal groups here in America have con-
tributed successfully in the construction of 
schools. The Bafaw group has recently done 
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the same and believe me, there is a five year plan for the school in 
Kurume. 
 

The city of Kumba has vast potentials in eco-tourism. Lake 
Barombi is just one known example. Knowing how much the 
tourism sector could contribute to a municipality’s local 
economy, how do you assess the impact of any investment by 
the Diaspora in this sector? 
I do not care how beautiful an area is. If access is not available, 
how do you get people there and how does the area benefit. Five 
years ago I brought a group of American youth to Cameroon. The 
Barombi Lake was a highlight in their trip. After we left, many of 
them expressed regret that they could not go there more than 
once. We came in May and the rains made driving to the lake im-
possible so we had to walk from the road top the lake. The kids 
thought it was fun when they slipped and fell but it gave me 
stomach cramps because of the potential insurance costs. 
 

Sir, how else do you think local municipalities in Cameroon 
could benefit for the goodwill of Cameroonian’s abroad? 
Eliminate inefficiency and you will see a lot of good will. The say-
ing here is, if you want to accomplish anything, you need to be 
there - meaning, if you give 10francs CFA to build a window, only 
2 francs will go to the window for the frame to be built and you 
will be asked to send 10 more francs to buy the glass which was 
already budgeted for. It is frustrating. 
 

How can the issue of double nationality be solved so as to 
enable Cameroonians with the nationalities of their host 
countries participate in Cameroon’s development without 
being treated as foreigners? 
 I doubt that double nationality is an obstacle. Aren’t there Cam-
eroonian Footballers with dual nationality now doing great things 
there? 
 

Many Cameroonians who have resided for long in the USA 
are going back to Cameroon to contribute to development in 
their areas of origin. Is it a good idea to lobby for companies 

in which they work to open up branches in 
Cameroon that they could manage, once they 
settle back home? 

Of course, that is a great benefit. We must use the contacts we have 
made for the benefit of our people. My only concern is with the 
length of time it takes to establish a business here. If we could only 
have computers, many of us will be able to make the jump from 
overseas to Cameroon with ease. It would also help with transpar-
ency because today, you drop a document in one office and two days 
later you cannot tell who has the document. I am in that state of 
flux because I tried to communicate with a friend in Washington 
while I was in Cameroon. I could have accomplished a lot if there 
was a web site for the government offices with the needed forms 
available for us to work with.  
 

Has your love for soccer maintained an interest in the per-
formance of the Indomitable Lions? 
Yes. In Dallas we have to wake up at midnight sometimes to watch 
games that are played there in the evening. 
 

 How do you welcome Cameroon’s qualification for the World 
Soccer Tournament scheduled for this  year in South Africa? 
I was in Cameroon when Cameroon qualified. I was elated although 
we missed seeing the first goal for because the TV could only broad-
cast sound and no pictures.  
 

 You love Soccer from childhood, if you were requested by the 
Kumba population to head a team that would revamp P.W.D. 
(Meme Works) Kumba Soccer Club, what would be your first 
actions? 
Build grass roots support before building a team. When you make 
people stake holders in any effort, there is a better chance to suc-
ceed. 
 

Sir, could we know some of the Cameroonian meals that you 
eat with pleasure, when you visit Cameroon?  
The Bafaw Bible – Plantains and cockee. 
 

Does the Success Story E-Magazine meet your expectations, 
as a concerned Cameroonian residing abroad? 
The Success Story E-magazine meets my expectations as a CON-
CERNED CAMEROONIAN. I applaud you. I am proud of your 
ingenuity and fortitude. 
 

 What is your message to Cameroonians in the Diaspora read-
ing this E-Mag? 
Amongst us are all the ingredients for a great nation building. We 
need to get together and hopefully convince someone in the position 
that we who are abroad should be utilized as partners and not an-
tagonists to Nation Building. Two years ago I wrote to the Embassy 
about utilizing retiring Cameroonians as volunteers back home. I 
never got an answer. 
  

Thanks so much Councilmember Makia Epie for responding 
to our questions with an eloquent display of patriotism. We 
are impressed and wish you more success in 
your activities 
You are welcome.   
  Interviewed by Mabel Alioh Etuge 
 

You see, one thing we need to learn 
in Cameroon and Africa as a whole 
is the spirit of  volunteerism where 

you work for the good of  your  
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T he Secretariat of the Global  Network For 
Good Governance (GNGG) situated in New 
Town Limbe has launched its 2010 Volun-
teer Programme with several volunteers 

from Cameroon, Germany, Italy, Holland and Canada 
participating. 
Expertise and Experiences will be exchanged and 
channeled towards revitalizing the organization’s 
fundraising and capacity building potential as well as 
overhauling its institutional and organizational capa-
bilities for a more efficient results-based approach to 
attain its short, medium and long term strategic plan. 
GNGG’s action plan also envisages the start of activi-
ties in Environmental Governance as climate change 
takes centre-stage in most international development 
discussions. More interested volunteers are invited to 
apply to gngg2000@yahoo.com or visit 
www.gngg.org 

As preparations intensify for the upcoming MTN 
World Cup Soccer Tournament scheduled for South 
Africa in June 2010, the Global Network For Good 
Governance (GNGG) is organising a Soccer  
Exhibition Match at the Limbe Centenary Stadium to 
raise awareness  worldwide on the need to cleanse the 
game of football from corrupt practices like Match Fixing, 
Bribes to Referees, Age Fraud, Xenophobia, Racism 
and  Witchcraft Practices among players. 

Date:   March 6 2010 
Venue:  Limbe Centenary Stadium 
Time:   9:00 AM 
Gate Fees:  100  CFA Frs 
Guests:  Former Indomitable Lions 

New York
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DO NOT DIE AS IF YOU NEVER LIVED! 

LAUGH AND LAUGH OFTEN. 

DO NOT WORK SO HARD TO MAKE MONEY THAT YOU LOSE  YOUR 

HEALTH AND FAMILY BECAUSE TO RESTORE THESE THINGS, YOU 

WILL LOSE ALL THAT MONEY. 

BE A REASON FOR SOMEONE SAYING, “THANK GOD” 

DON’T DIE AS IF YOU NEVER PASSED THIS WAY. 

LAUGH AGAIN AND NEVER GO TO SLEEP WITHOUT SAYING I LOVE 

YOU TO SOMEONE. 

FINALLY, DO SOMETHING FOR YOUR COMMUNITY WITHOUT  

ASKING WHAT IS IN IT FOR YOU. 

By Makia Epie 


